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Addressed  to  the  Agricultural  Labourer. 


"  These  Radicals  tell  j-ou  that  they  will  better  your  lot.  Let  them  say  how 
they  will  do  it.  They  want  to  upset  everything.  They  clmrn  the  milk  to  get  the 
cream  for  themselves,  and  leave  you  the  skim.  You  live  by  wages.  If  they  liai 
their  way  you  would  have  no  work  and  no  wages.  Do  you  suppose  tliat  if  the 
squire  and  tlie  parson  and  the  farmer  were  ruined,  you  would  gain  P  These 
Radicals  are  self  seeking  humbugs  !  " — A  London  Newspaper. 


Without  landlords  and  farmers,  agrieullural  labourers  would  starve  for  want 
of  wages.  The  more  jirosperous  landlords  and  farmers  are,  the  more  money 
they  have  to  si)end  in  these  wages  Thus  landlord,  farmers,  and  labourers 
are  in  one  boat,  to  sink  or  swim  together.  Now  the  town  Radicals  combine 
togetlier  to  ruin  the  agricultural  interest.  Surely,  then,  those  landlords, 
farmers,  and  labourers  who  have  heads  on  their  slionlders  will  combine  together 
to  prevent  being  ruined  by  the  toMU  Radicals.  Men  who  not  combined  are  help- 
less against  comiiined  men. 
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HINTS   FOR   POLITICAL   LEAFLETS. 

Addressed  to  the  AijricKltural  Lalourer. 


TO  THE  AGRICULTURAL  LABOURER. 

At  Elections  which  will  you  \  ote  for — the  Conser- 
vative or  the  Radical  ?  First,  what  is  a  Conservative, 
and  what  is  a  Radical  I 

At  the  present  day  a  "  Conservative  "  is  a  man  who 
hates  meddling"  unnecessarily  with  indi\idual  liberty, 
and  wishes  to  preserve  what  is  good  and  reform 
gradually  what  is  bad.  All  sudden  changes  cause 
misery  in  proportion  as  they  are  great  and  sudden. 

Radicalism  at  the  present  day  de])ends  for  political 
success  upon  union  with  its  Socialistic,  Predatory, 
Communistic,  and  Revolutionary  and  Anarchical 
associates.  Thus,  a  Radical  Government  practically 
means,  in  a  great  degree,  a  Socialistic,  Revolutionary, 
Predatory,   and  Anarchical  Government.     In  revolu- 
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tions  all  men  sufter,  but  the  wa<<c-earners  die  of 
starvation.  They  get  no  wages.  During  the  great 
French  resolution  the  Avage-earuiug,  working  men 
died  by  millions. 

A  great  country  is  a  tree  that  has  gradually  grown 
to  what  it  is ;  its  branches  (institutions)  existing 
because  they,  by  surviving,  have  proved  themselves, 
to  be  the  tittest  to  survive  under  the  circumstances. 
A  wise  gardener  prunes  the  branches  of  a  tree  as- 
they  require  it.  A  Kadical  fool  of  a  gardener  tears 
the  tree  up  by  the  roots  and  leaves  it  to  rot  on  the 
ground. 

A  Conservative  loves  liberty,  even  though  he 
knows  that  where  there  is  liberty  there  cannot  be 
equality.  The  only  way  to  ensure  all  people  being- 
equal,  and  each  possessing  only  one  pig,  is  by 
making  tyrannical  laws  to  destroy  his  liberty  to- 
become  the  owner  of  two  pigs.  To  do  this  for  the 
sake  of  getting  equality  is  the  aim  of  Socialist- 
Iladicalism.  The  Kadical  wants  to  return  towards 
the  condition  of  Digger  Indians,  who  live  by 
grubbing  in  the  ground  for  roots,  or  like  Andaman 
Indians,  who  live  by  eating  mud ;  for  equality  is. 
only  found  amongst  such  people  as  these. 

French  Radicals,  like  Radicals  and  Socialists  every- 
where, love  equality  (and  therefore  hate  liberty), 
because  they  are  vain,  envious  ^^eople  who  cannot 
bear  to  see  anyone  richer  than,  or  superior  in  any 
respect  to,  themselves.  A  Frenchman  cannot  bear  to 
see  another  man  Avitli  two  pigs  when  he  has  only  one. 
Englishmen,  on  the  contrary,  have  hitlierto  loved 
liberty  better  than  equality,  and  thus  England  is  what 
slie  is.  If  you  wish  to  become  like  a  Frenchman, 
you  no  d()ul)t  will  vote  for  the  Radical. 

Your  election  cry  ouglit  to  be  :  "•  Libc^rty  for  ever, 
and  down  with  Socialism  !  "     Socialism  aims  at  tvran- 
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nical  meddling  with  everybody's  private  aftairs,  and 
the  destruction  of  liberty.  At  the  present  day  a 
Jiadical,  a  Socialist,  and  a  French  Jacobin  practically 
mean  much  the  same.  You  will  know  them  by  the 
lies  they  tell,  and  their  false  promises.  "  To  lie  like 
a  demagogue,"  is  a  very  old  saying. 

At  an  election,  Radicals  pour  false  promises  into 
your  ears  as  easily  as  an  Irishman  pours  whiskey 
down  his  throat.  But  though  the  town  Radicals 
laugh  at  you  as  stupid  country  bumpkins,  and  there- 
fore easy  to  be  duped,  I  myself  suspect  that  you  are 
a  bit  sharper  than  they  think. 

The  late  Sir  Stafford  Northcote  said  that  "  the 
Radical  Party  carry  on  their  political  warfare  by 
spreading  lies  over  the  country,"  real  t/tuuqjers,  as  he 
put  it. 

I  am  sadly  afraid  that  in  the  heat  of  political 
antagonism  neither  party  is  perfectly  scru])ulous  in 
what  they  say.  The  difference  is  this  :  Whilst  the 
Conservative  is  not  ahyays  quite  scrupulous,  the 
Socialist-Radical  is  generally  quite  unscrupulous, 
flooding  the  country  with  what,  as  I  have 
already  said,  Sir  Stafford  Northcote  calls  "  big, 
tluunping  lies  ; "  that  means,  not  mere  white  lies,  but 
real  black  ones,  so  solid  and  massive  that  a  man 
could  break  his  head  against  them.  Just  one  instance 
as  a  sample.  At  the  last  election.  Radicals  got 
many  votes  by  telling  the  more  ignorant  voters  that  a 
Ui/i(n/i,sf  means  a  man  who  wishes  to  force  poor 
[)eople  into  the  Union. 
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SOME  llADICAL  '^THUMPEllS." 

The  lladicals,  to  get  your  votes,  promise  you  all 
sorts  of  impossible  things  to  be  given  you  by 
Government.  But  most  of  these  statements  of  what 
they  will  do  are  nothing  but  '^  lladical  thumpers." 
llichard  Cobden  said  that  there  is  no  easy  road  to 
prosperity ;  that  the  way  is  for  a  man  to  depend,  not 
on  Government,  like  a  Frenchman,  but  on  himself, 
like  an  independent  Englishman,  and  improve  his 
own  character  in  sobriety,  temperance  and  industry. 
And  Cobden  was  right. 

The  Conservatives  cannot  promise  you  impossible 
things,  as  the  lladicals  do.  Still,  there  are  things 
they  can  promise  you  with  truth.  They  can  promise 
that  if  confidence  is  kept  up,  by  the  lladicals.  Social- 
ists and  llevolutionists,  who  Avage  their  eternal  war 
against  liberty,  honesty,  and  civilisation,  being  shut 
out  from  power — prosperity  will  reign,  wages  will 
increase,  capital  will  be  spent  by  landowners  in  pro- 
A  iding  those  of  vou  who  want  them  with  small  hold- 
ings  and  the  necessary  buildings,  and  landlords  will 
be  able  to  make  improvements  that  may  be  required 
for  your  cottages  and  gardens.  Making  buildings 
for  small  holdings  costs  much  money ;  and  if  lladicals 
and  Liberals  unsettle  everything,  and  destroy  con- 
fidence by  unceasing  meddling  legislation,  as  it  is 
their  natiu'e  as  lladicals  and  Revolutionists  to  do,  no 
sensible  man  will  risk  his  money  in  that  way. 

Here  is  a  "  lladical  thumper,"  only  one  of  millions, 
but  it  will  do  as  another  sample.  The  British  public 
were  solemnly  informed  in  ])rint,  not  long  ago,  by  even 
one  of  the  more  respectable   lladical   Societies,  that 
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the  House  of  Lords  had  imposed  millions  upon 
millions  of  unjust  taxes  upon  the  people.  Of  course 
the  House  of  Lords  never  did  anything  of  the  kind, 
inasmuch  as  the  House  of  Lords  has  not  power  to 
impose  a  penny  of  taxation  on  anybody.  It  is  the 
House  of  Commons  that  imposes  taxes. 

Another  instance  of  a  Radical  thumper.  In  189:^, 
Lord  Salisbury  said  that  it  might  be  a  good  thing  to 
put  a  duty  on  a  few  of  the  luxuries  of  the  rich,  but 
not,  he  said,  on  corn.  What  did  the  Radicals  forth- 
Avitli  do  \  They  stumped  the  country  announcing 
Lord  Salisbury's  intention  to  tax  corn.  Again,  Lord 
Salisbury  in  the  same  year  warned  the  country  against 
the  possibility  of  a  terrible  Civil  War  in  Ireland, 
saying,  that  legislation  should  do  its  utmost  to 
prevent  this.  And  what  did  the  wretclied  Ivadical 
lying  scoundrels  forthwith  do  I  They  stumped  the 
country  announcing  that  Lord  Salisbury  aimed  at 
stirring  up  Civil  ^\'ar  between  Great  liritain  and 
Ireland.  The  term  "  lying  scoundrels,"'  will  be  calleil 
too  strong,  but  we  are  all  getting  too  mealy-moutlied 
in  speaking  of  rascality.  In  speaking  of  the  false- 
hoods that  come  from  ignorance  and  well-meaning 
foolishness,  whether  on  the  part  of  Socialists  and 
Communists,  or  anyone  else,  people  cannot  be  too 
considerate.  But  in  speaking  of  barefaced,  calcu- 
lated lying  and  slander,  language  cannot  be  too 
strong. 

It  is  a  mistake  to  take  no  notice  of  lies.  They 
should  always  be  contradicted,  for  tliey  do  enormous 
harm,  up  to  ruining  nations.  Active  lies  beat  lazy 
truth  all  the  world  over.  I  do  not  mean  that  all  Radical 
lies  should  be  contradicted  in  ])rint,  for  this  wouhl 
till  the  world  with  books,  so  that  there  would  be  no 
room  for  any  others.  Still,  the  truth  should  be  told, 
'•  in  season  and  out  of  season."  No  doubt,  supposing 
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activity  in  telling  them  the  same,  truth  will  in  the 
end  beat  lies.  But  the  activity  is  often  not  the  same. 
"  A  lie  has  no  legs,"  says  the  proverb,  but  in  these 
days  we  find  that  it  has  a  great  many  legs,  and  some- 
times stands  uncommonly  firm  on  them.  But 
rememl)er  this.  Every  lie  believed  and  acted  on  must 
be  paid  for.  "  It  must,"  as  an  excellent  writer,  !Mr. 
Lilly,  says,  "be  expiated."  Every  despised  and  neglec- 
ted verity  must  be  avenged  and  followed  by  suffering 
or  loss  to  match.  There  is  no  escape.  The  laws 
of  Nature  are  inexorable,  and  action  founded  on  any  lie 
means  going  against  these  laM-s.  Again,  remember 
that  all  exaggeration  means  lying.  I'^xaggeration 
means  excess  in  a  statement  beyond  the  truth.  All 
this  excess  is,  of  course,  lie,  and  if  acted  on  must  be 
paid  for  by  the  community,  exactly  in  pro]i()rtion  as  it 
is  acted  on. 

"  Every  lie,  great  or  small,"  says  Charles  Reade, 
*'  is  the  brink  of  a  precipice  ;  the  depth  of  which 
nothing  but  Omniscience  can  fathom." 

Some  absolutely  honest  people  cannot  believe  in 
lies  getting  the  better  of  truth.  Sir  Stafford  North- 
cote  thought  that  truth  must  ])revail  in  tlie  end.  But 
it  all  depends  on  the  way  a  nation  is  going.  If  down- 
hill, lies  prevail.  Going  downhill  means,  in  fact, 
lies  prevailing.  If  a  minority  of  liars  lie  energeti- 
cally, and  a  majority  of  trutli-tellers  tell  the  truth 
lazily,  the  lies  prevail. 

One  more  ludicrous  case  of  Eadical  thumpers.  In 
1802  an  Irish  orator  created  some  sensation  by 
accusing  Lord  Salisbury's  Government  of  sending  a 
little  girl,  ten  years  old,  to  prison  for  intimidating 
two  policemen.  The  Radical  Press  adopted  the  lie, 
and  there  was  a  great  to-do.  Upon  investigation  it 
turned  out  that  the  little  girl  of  ten  was  a  stalwart 
young  woman   of  twenty-six,  that  she  was    five  feet 
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oi'o-ht  in  ]ioi^-]it  and  broad  in  jiroportion,  and  that  she 
was  never  sent  to  prison  at  all. 


COUMKY  BUMPKINS. 

AVhcrevcr  there  is  civilisation  there  arc  varieties 
nnd  classes  of  men.  The  only  people  in  the  world 
where  there  are  none,  are  the  lowest  and  most  brnte- 
like  savages.  The  higher  men  rise  above  this  poor 
brute-like  creature  the  greater  the  variety  becomes. 

Now,  many  town  Radicals,  too  narrow-minded  to  see 
that  all  classes,  kinds  and  varieties  are  necessary  to 
each  other  in  a  great  country,  often  hate  the  dwellers 
in  \\\Q  country,  and  do  all  in  their  ])()wer  to  ruin  them, 
which  is  the  same  as  if  a  man's  liver  was  to  set  to  work 
to  injure  and  destroy  the  lungs.  These  town  Radicals 
till  you  got  votes  were  always  laughing  at  you  as 
■"  country  bumpkins."  For  years  they  have  in  their 
speeches  been  unceasingly  making  jeering  allusions 
to  all  who  live  in  the  country  as  "  \\\q  stu]nd  party ;  " 
but  mind  you,  they  will  not  use  this  phrase  to  you 
HOW  that  you  have  votes.  In  fact,  many  of  these 
Radicals  and  Socialists  are,  what  is  called  in  the 
R)il)le.  very  "  wise  in  their  generation,"  which,  as  I 
ne{Hl  not  say,  means,  to  ])ut  into  modcTu  i^nglish 
language,  "  very  great  rogues."" 

Radicals,  when  not  <m  the  stum])  amongst  you,  call 
you  the  stupid  ])arty.     How  about  this  \ 

The  Rev. 'Hieodore  Rarker,  the  American,  says  that 
a  man  who  knows  how  to  groAV  turnips  is  a  better  edu- 
cated man  than  one  wlio  is  iiofJiiiKihni  a   clever  town 
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lawyer,  inasniucli  as  the  first  knows  a  piece  of  actual 
useful  knowledge,  w^hereas  the  last  only  knows  how 
to  talk  and  "  prove  the  worse  to  be  the  better  cause." 
Of  course,  the  lawyer  seems  the  best  educated  man, 
because  his  profession  is  to  talk  plausibly.  A  great 
lawyer  was  once  showing  some  ladies  over  a  brewery, 
and  explained  everything  to  them  very  eloquently. 
The  foreman  of  the  works  said,  when  they  had  gone, 
"  Well,  I  never  heard  such  a  lot  of  lies  in  so  short 
a  time  as  that  lawyer   chap  told  those  ladies." 

Now  in  the  matter  of  brewing,  of  course,  this  fore- 
man was  a  better  educated  man  than  the  "  lawyer 
chap." 

If  one  man  has  no  conscience,  no  knowledge  of  the 
difference  between  right  and  wrong,  good  and  evil, 
and  no  faculty  but  that  of  making  the  ''  worse  to 
appear  the  better  cause,"  however  cleverly  he  can  do 
it,  and  another  man  has  a  conscience,  and  knows  the 
difference  between  riglit  and  wrong,  as  well  as  how  to 
grow  turnips,  the  second  man  is  the  better  educated 
man  of  the  two. 


"  THE  LYING  SPIRIT  "  IN  THE  MOUTHS  OF 
THE    RADICAL   PROPHETS. 

Bishop  !Magee  asks,  '*  AMiat  is  the  gospel  of  the 
Radicals  and  Socialists  for  the  poor  I  "  "  It  is,"  he 
says,  '*  this  : — That  poverty  is  not  natural ;  that  it  is 
the  result  of  cruel,  cunning  laws  made  by  the  rich  for 
their  own    advantai>e  :   and  that  if  the  masses  would 
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only  believe  this  tliey  miglit  reconstitute  society,  so 
as  to  give  to  every  man  enough,  and  not  too  much  for 
any.  This  lias  the  sound  of  good  ncAvs.  It  might  be 
a  gospel,  only  for  one  thing,  namely,  that  it  is  a  lie  ; 
a  wicked,  cruel,  and  misleading  lie  :  a  lie  to  which 
all  1  hilos()]>hy,  all  experience,  all  history  supply  the 
denial  and  the  refutation.  A  lie,  because  it  is  based 
upon  a  denial  of  the  fundamental  facts  of  liuinan 
nature  itself  ;  a  dream  and  a  f<dly,  because  it  pro 
looses  to  reconstitute  society,  and  forgets  that  the  only 
element  out  of  which  society  as  it  ought  to  be,  can 
l)e,  constituted,  is  just  that  very  human  nature  Avhich, 
by  its  necessary  workings,  has  produced  society  as  it 
is.  A  cruel  lie — and  for  n(me  more  cruel  than  for  the 
poor — for  it  is  in  the  con\  ulsions  of  society  that  the 
weakest  ever  suffer  most. " 

Again,  I  say  to  you,  beware  of  "Kadical  thumpers." 
"  Nothing.""  says  the  great  writer,  C'arlyle,  "  is  so  sad 
or  does  so  much  harm  as  beautiful  lies  beautifully 
Told."  And  many  of  the  Radical  liars  are  clever  men, 
and  do  tell  them  very  beautifully ;  though  if  you 
watch  them  closely  you  will  often  be  able  to  detect 
the  tongue  in  the  cheek.  I  suppose  you  know  where 
the  lies  are  turned  out.  You  have  heard  of  the 
Radical  Political  (Caucuses  I  Y(ju  know,  no  doubt, 
that  they  are  the  manufactories  where  lies  are 
worked  u])  out  of  the  raw  material,  and  turned  into 
the  manufactured  article,  statable,  as  they  think,  for 
duj)ing  the  working  man.  Every  large  town  has  its 
political  lie  manufactory.  The  managers  of  them 
are  sup])os(.'d  to  be  often  town  Jews.  The  Jews  are 
a  very  sharjj-witted  people,  and  very  many  of  them 
art'  very  '"  wise  in  their  generation,"  asthel5il)le  ])uts 
it.     You  know  what  that  means. 

'•  The  best  Demagogues,"  says  ^Ir.  .1.  A^^  Flanagan^ 
'•  are    enthusiasts,    the    worst    are    adventurers,    and 
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neitlier  liave  mncli  rco-ard  for  trutli."'  8nch  is  the 
Jacobin,  or  Radical,  wliatcvor  liis  country. 

"  It  is  remarkable,"  says  H.  Heine,  in  his  ironical 
manner,  "  that  the  Jacobins,  as  well  as  the  Jesuits, 
adopted  the  lie  as  a  lair  weapon  of  war,  perhaps, 
because  both  are  animated  with  the  loftiest  aims,  the 
former  in  the  cause  of  mankind,  the  latter  in  the 
cause  of  God," 

After  all,  lie  as  our  Radicals  may,  they  do  the 
tiling-  much  better  in  America.  A  man  in  that 
country  offered  himself  as  a  candidate  for  the  Gover- 
norship of  one  of  the  States.  At  once  the  newspapers 
on  the  Radical  side  stated  as  positive  facts  that  he 
had  been  convicted  of  peijury  by  thirty-four  witnesses 
at  Hong  Kong  (he  had  never  been  out  of  New  York 
State  in  his  life),  that  he  was  once  tarred,  feathered 
and  ridden  on  a  rail  for  stealing  at  ^Montana  (he 
did  not  even  know  where  Montana  was),  that  he  was 
lately  seen  reeling  to  bed  in  a  state  of  brutal  intoxica- 
tion (he  was  a  strict  and  consistent  teetotaller),  and 
that  he  had  poisoned  his  uncle  to  get  his  property 
(he  never  had  an  uncle.)  They  certainly  manage 
such  things  better  in  America  than  we  do.  Still, 
some  of  our  own  orators  on  the  stump  frame  well,  only 
they  must  not  think  they  have  nothing  to  learn.  No 
progress  is  ever  made  by  a  man  who  thinks  he  knows 
everything. 

Never  you  believe  one  word  the  Radical  Demagogue 
tells  you.  "  The  Demagogue,"  says  ^I.  Taine,  "  is 
the  parasite  of  democracy,  corresponding  to  the  para- 
sites of  kings.  Each  flatters  his  master,  the  one  the 
monarch,  the  other  the  people." 

The  Demagogue  tells  the  wage-earners  that  they 
are  "  sons  of  toil,"  and  therefore  sliould  be  discon- 
tented with  their  lot.  But  "  toil"  means  "  work," 
and   work   is  the   happiness   of  life.     Sir    Benjamin 
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]5r()dic\  tlic  i^irat  surgeon,  snid  lie  considered  tlie  life 
of  an  ngTicultuval  labourer  in  good  w(n"k  the  happiest 
in  the  world. 


"  Then  up  wi"  my  ploughman  had, 
And  liey,  my  merry  ploughman. 
Of  all  the  trades  that  I  do  ken. 
Commend  me  to  the  ploughman."" 


SO  sing's  Ivobert  Bnrns. 

AVork,  or  toil,  is  the  law  of  life  on  this  earth.  The 
lower  animals  work  very  hard  for  their  living,  excejH 
now  and  then  a  wretched  creature  like  tlie  dodo, 
that  from  very  exceptional  circumstances,  finds  food 
Avithout  looking-  for  it.  As  the  dodo  never  had  to 
work,  it  became  so  helpless  that  when  at  last 
enemies  came,  it  coukl  neither  tiee  nor  fight.  Of 
course  it  became  extinct.  So  men,  if  not  kept  u]i  to 
the  mark  by  work  or  toil  of  brain  and  muscle, 
become  weak  in  mind,  weak  in  body,  and  good  for 
nothing. 

AFr.  Bagehot,  a  man  with  independent  means,  took 
to  hard  work  because  he  thought  it  "  so  much  more 
amusing  a  life  than  a  life  of  idleness." 

H.  Heine  said,  in  his  humorous  manner,  about  the 
rich  in  France,  that  "  there  ought  to  be  benevolent 
societies  to  make  a  lot  of  rich  men  happier  than  they 
are,"  He  thought  that  from  want  of  work  they  were 
\\\Q  most  unhappy  of  all  classes.  Tn  England,  rich 
men  are  usually  active  in  body  and  active  in  mind. 

Mr.  Holyoake,  a  working  man,  says,  "The  hap])iest 
lot  on  earth  is  that  of  a  working  man  earning 
good  wages." 

'I'he  work-hating,  comfn't-loving,  sense-pleasure 
worship])ing  lladical  is  like  the  lower,  un]n*ogressive 
races  of  men,  as  expressed  by  the  North  American 
Indian  Chief  to  his  white  guest.  "  Ah,  mv  brother," 
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he  said,  "  tliou  Avilt  never  know  the  happiness  of 
tliinking  nothing  and  doing  nothing."  In  fact,  the 
lower  races  of  men  seem  incapable  of  nnderstanding 
the  trnth  tliat  happiness,  caeteiis  paribus,  varies  as 
energy. 

One  more  sample  of  Radical  tl/ffuqjers.  The 
Radicals  say  at  elections  that  Radicalism  means 
economy  and  peace.  Bnt  it  is  only  a  thumper.  What 
are  the  facts  I  As  to  economy,  jNIr.  Gladstone's 
Government  spent  in  one  year  a  liuudred  million 
pounds.  It  will  in  future  be  known  as  "The  hundred 
million  Government."  What  is  that  I  hear  some  of 
you  say  ? — "•  That  the  rich  pay  this,  and  you  don't." 
Don't  you  ?  Do  you  mean  that  you  never  smoke  a 
pipe,  that  you  never  drink  a  cup  of  tea,  that  you 
never  drink  a  glass  of  beer,  or  gin-and-water  \  Oh, 
you  sometimes  do  these  things  I  Then  you  pay  just 
in  ])roportion  as  you  do  them,  for  this  extrava- 
gance. Again,  you  work  for  wages.  But  every 
penny  the  wage  payer  pays  the  Government  in  taxes 
for  extravagance  is  so  much  wages  taken  out  of  your 
pocket.  Again,  you  pay  rent  for  your  cottages.  But 
the  greater  the  rates  and  taxes,  the  greater  be- 
come rent  of  cottages,  and  payments  for  all  neces- 
saries. 

"The  Government,"  said  The  Times,  a  few  years 
ago,  wdien  Mr.  Gladstone  was  Prime  Minister,  "  has 
exhibited  to  the  world  astounding  incompetency  to 

deal  with  human  affairs It  has  been 

a  Government  of  failure It  has  been 

a   Government   of  bloodshed — it  has  been  a  Govern- 
ment of  extravagant  expend  it  are.'' 

The  reign  of  the  Radical  means  extravagance  and 
high  rates ;  and  rates,  Avhetlier  taken  directly  out  of 
the  working  man's  pocket  or  not,  come  out  of  his 
pocket  in  the    end,    from  dearer  commodities,   lower 
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wages  and  hit'-lior  rents.  For  every  shillini>-  a  farmer 
pays  in  rates  he  has  a  shilliug  less  money  to  spend  in 
wages  to  you. 


OM^:  OF  THE  MOST 
DISGRACEFUL    THINGS    THAT    EVER 
DISGRACED  ANY  GOVERNMENT. 

Do  you  know  what  is  about  the  most  disgraceful 
thing  that  ever  disgraced  any  Government  \  I  will 
tell  you. 

Charles  Gordon  was  one  of  the  most  heroic  men 
of  modern  times.  A\'ell,  Mr.  Gladstone's  Radical 
Government  sent  him  to  defend  a  town  against 
hordes  of  Arabs,  in  the  middle  of  Africa  ;  and  then 
it  left  him  to  die  like  a  rat  in  a  hole.  To  the  great 
disappointment  of  our  Radicals,  Gordon  held  out, 
against  tremendous  odds,  for  nearly  a  year;  but 
tlien  lie  was  killed.  A  scoundrel  of  a  Radical  Mem- 
ber of  Parliament,  after  Gordon  had  been  away  six 
months  and  still  held  out,  said,  '*  The  best  thing  to 
ha])pen  would  be  for  (Jordon  to  die  of  typhus  fever" 
He,  in  fact,  only  put  into  words  what  Radicals 
thought. 

'*  The  story,"  says  Sir  Edward  Sullivan,  "  of  the  tail 
of  Khartoum  and  the  death  of  Gordon,  is  the  most 
disgraceful  page  in  English  History."  l>ut  I  am  not 
sure  that  there  is  not  one  page  as  disgraceful,  and  that 
is  the  conduct  of  the  Radical  (Tovernment  in  Ireland 
imder  Mr.  Gladstone's  autocracy.     The  first  duty  of  a 
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Goveriiiiient  is  to  put  down  all  crime  that  can  be  put 
down.  ]Now,  for  months  and  months,  crime,  murcler, 
and  outrage  of  every  kind  were  rampant  in  West 
Ireland. 

At  an}  time  during  those  months  these  things 
could  have  been  put  down  in  a  fortnight ;  but 
our  Government  refused  to  move.  Nor  is  it-  even 
as  if  many  of  the  sufferers  were  landlords.  In  that 
case  this  criminal  inaction  would  have  been  more 
comprehensible,  when  one  considers  the  class  ma- 
lignity of  narrow-minded  people  towards  landlords. 
But  the  sufferers  were  mostly  very  poor  peasants, 
small  peasant  farmers,  and  other  poor  men,  wliose  only 
offence  was  being  a  little  more  honest  than  their 
murderers  and  persecutors. 

A  writer,  at  that  time,  speaking  of  Mr.  Gladstone's 
Government,  says,  "  What  is  the  British  public 
about,  the  respectable  artisan  class,  that  is,  who  elect 
these  men  to  govern  for  them  ]  I  know  that  the 
English  working  man  has  not  time  to  gain  much 
knowledge,  but  lie  is  not  dishonest,  he  is  not  heart- 
less, he  is  not  a  rent-embezzler ;  he  is  not,  like  the 
low  type  of  South  and  ^^'est  Irish  and  all  half- 
barbarous  people,  a  sympathiser  with  crime  and 
against  law ;  he  is  not  incapable  of  indignation  at 
savage  cruelty  and  at  those  they  have  elected  to  put 
down  crime  refusing  to  do  so.  Surely,  if  they  could 
Ije  got  to  realise  tlie  atrocities  that  have  been  per- 
mitted to  take  place,  and  connived  at  by  the 
lladical  Government,  they  would  never  rest 
till  tliey  had  made  a  clean  sweep,  bag  and 
baggage,  of  tlie  im])ostors  who  have  thrust  them- 
selves into  office,  on  the  false  pretence  that  they 
would  goA  ern  the  country,  and  then  week  after  Aveek, 
and  month  after  month  ac(juiesce,  with  every  appear- 
ance of  tlie  calmest  complacency,  in   these  horrible 
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atrocities,  never  inakiiii^-  even  uii  attempt  to  g-oveni, 
until  at  last  they  Icjoketl  in  the  neAvspapers  and  saw 
symptoms  tl^at  if  they  waited  longer  they  might  be 
losing  popnlarity.  l^uty  was  nothing,  right  was 
nothing,  terrible  sufferings  of  innocent  people  were 
nothing,  the  criminal  classes  having  it  all  their  own 
way  was  nothing,  theft  or  rent-embezzlement  was 
nothing,  revolutionary  lawlessness  was  nothing, 
anarchy  was  nothing ;  but  at  last  came  personal 
fear  of  losing  ])opularity.  ' 

^Ir.  Gladstones  Ixadical  Ciovernment  having  ex- 
liibited  hatred  of  liberty,  dishonesty,  imbecility, 
extraA  agance  and  cruelty,  finished  up  with  cowardice. 
Dutch  Doers  (who  treat  the  natives  as  slaves)  in 
South  Africa,  were  in  a  state  of  insurrection  a  few 
years  ago.  Our  autocrat,  thinking  it  would  be  easy 
to  put  tlie  insurrection  down,  professed  to  be 
righteously  shocked  at  the  conduct  of  the  Boers, 
and  so  sent  some  soldiers  to  put  tlie  insurrec- 
tion down.  But  things  turned  out  differently 
from  wjiat  was  expected.  Instead  of  our  soldiers 
])utting  the  Boers  down,  tlie  Boers  put  our  soldiers 
down.  In  fact,  it  was  discovered  that  the  Boers 
Avere  remarkably  good  shots.  At  once  our  virtuous 
Government,  talking  sanctimoniously  about  blood- 
guiltiness,  crawled  in  the  tlust  like  a  whip})ed 
hound  at  the  feet  of  its  master.  It  was  like  the  big 
bully,  newly  arrived  at  a  school,  who  meeting  a  little 
chap,  cried  out  to  him,  '']Iere,  you  young  skunk, 
come  and  tie  my  boot-lace."  "  ]NIind  what  you  are 
about,"  whispered  his  companion,  •'that  little  chaj)  is 
the  best  fighter  in  the  school."  ""  Oh,  never  mind," 
stammered  the  hulking  coward,  trembling  from  head 
to  foot,  *'  the  boot's  all  right,  after  all ;  there,  would 
you  like  an  ap])le  ?      Here's  one." 

2So  wise  man  blames  a    (iovorniiuMit  for  trsinii,'  to 
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avoid  \var.  To  wage  war  is  often  a  duty,  but  it  is  a 
duty  only  to  be  resorted  to  when  all  other  remedies 
fail.  But  to  bluster  and  threaten  because  the  anta- 
gonist is  supposed  to  be  weak,  and  then  when  he  is 
found  to  be  strong,  to  run  away,  is  utterly  contemp- 
tible. Of  course  all  foreign  nations  laughed  at  us. 
Do  you  like  being  laughed  at  by  foreign  nations^ 

1  suspect  that  when  you  think  of  all  these  things 
you  will  be  a  little  too  sharp  to  vote  for  another 
Radical  Government,  although  the  town  lladicals  do 
call  you  stupid,  country  bumpkins. 

Of  course,  Mr.  Gladstone's  Government  meant  Mr. 
Gladstone.  He  was  autocrat.  Such  is  the  power 
of  tongue  force  even  when  accompanied  by  the 
complete  negation  of  wisdom. 


RADICALISM. 


Radicalism  or  Jacobinism,  Socialism  and  Commun- 
ism, mean  at  bottom  war  against  private  ]iroperty  and 
capital,  and  thence  against  civilisation.  Thus  every- 
one who  possesses  so  much  as  even  one  cow,  one  pig, 
one  cottage,  one  share  in  a  railway,  one  donkey  cart, 
or  one  piece  of  property  of  any  kind  whatever,  should, 
and  will  if  he  has  a  head  on  his  shoulders,  fight  to  the 
death  on  the  other  side,  for  they  are  all  capitalists 
in  their  degree. 

I  must  explain  that  there  are  three  kinds  of 
Radicals, — "the  gushing  Radical,  the  Utopian 
Radical,  and  the  malevolent  or  envious  Radical." 
The  gushing  Radical  is   an  excellent  man,   who  has 
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nothing  but  vague  feelings  tliat  a  government  sliould 
at  once  provide  everybody  with  riches  and  happiness. 
He  has  very  small  real  intelligence,  though  he  may 
have  great  superficial  talents,  like  fluent  oratory.  The 
truth  about  any  matter  is  for  ever  shut  out  from  him. 
The  Utopian  Radical  is  also  often  an  excellent  man, 
but  he  lives  on  foolish  dreams  of  a  coming  millennium, 
when  human  nature  is  to  be  no  longer  human  nature, 
and,  indeed,  when  the  laws  of  Nature  are  to  cease 
being  laws  of  Nature.  He  is  often  a  good,  and 
sometimes  a  clever,  but  always  an  insane,  man ; 
that  is,  he  acts  on  false  dreams,  not  on  facts.  The 
malevolent  Radical  works  to  overturn  society 
from  the  motives  of  envy,  and  thence  necessarily 
hatred,  of  people  he  supposes  to  be  richer  or 
more  thought  of  than  himself.  Hatred  is  one  of  the 
strongest  of  all  motives  for  action,  so  the  malevolent 
Radical  is  the  working  partner  in  the  firm.  The  two 
first  classes,  which  are  enormous  ones,  and  in  fact 
form  the  majority,  talk,  gush  and  maunder  without 
limit.  The  Radicals  of  the  third  class  work.  They 
have  no  scruples,  and  they  form  in  every  country  the 
specially  dangerous  classes,  for  they  ruin  nations. 

In  the  case  of  any  one  politician,  however  sure 
one  may  feel  about  his  motives,  proof  and 
certainty  are  impossible.  On  the  whole,  we  know 
that  the  working  forces  of  Socialist-Radicalism  are 
envy,  hatred,  and  covetousness.  But,  as  I  say,  in 
individual  persons  it  is  impossible  to  be  quite  certain 
that  the  motive  force  is  not  crazy  and  dreaming 
Utopianism,  or  mere  gushing  foolif>hness.  Thus,  if 
in  these  pages  I  S])eak  in  an  uncomplimentary  way  of 
Radicals,  it  is  always  with  this  reservaticm  :  I  have  in 
my  mind  the  self-seeking,  covetous,  and  envious  or 
malevolent  Radical,  because  he  is  the  efficient 
Radical.  He  is  the  working  partner  in  the  Radical 
firm.  c 
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THE  EUIN  RADICALISM  BRINGS  UPON 
NATIONS. 

Mr.  Fronde,  the  historian,  says  that  Radicalism 
knocked  down  the  ancient  Greek  commnnities.  This 
was  abont  two  thonsand  years  ago.  They  never  got 
up  again,  as  many  of  you  know^ 

Sir  G.  Trevelyan  was  reported  to  have  said  in  a 
speech  that  Radicalism  and  Ultra-Democracy  may 
have  ruined  Greece,  and  Rome,  and  France,  but  that 
was  no  reason  why  they  should  ruin  England.  How 
does  he  know  thatl  Human  nature  is  at  bottom 
very  much  the  same  in  all  ages  and  places. 

Radicalism  means  the  politics  of  France,  Spain^ 
and  the  South  American  Republics.  What  is  the 
result  of  these  polities'?  Since  Radicalism  got  the 
rule  the  French  Government  has  been  three  times 
overthrown  by  town  mobs,  tlu'ee  times  by  the  Army, 
and  three  times  by  foreign  invasion,  the  invasion 
having  each  time  been  provoked  by  French  aggression, 
and  approved  of  by  the  French  people.  Look  at 
Spain.  Since  1812  there  have  in  that  country  been 
more  than  forty  military  risings,  in  most  of  which 
the  town  mobs  took  part.  Look  at  the  Republics  of 
Central  and  vSouth  America.  Here  we  see  almost 
continuous  Anarchy,  Civil  War,  and  Revolution. 
How  can  any  nation  prosper  under  constantly- 
recurrino-     Revolutions  \      In    all    Revolutions     all 
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classes  suffer,  but  the  wage-earning  working  men 
suffer  the  most.  At  election  times  you  will  have  to 
choose.  If  you  want  Revolution,  misery  and  starva- 
tion and  loss  of  wages,  you  will,  doubtless,  vote  for 
the  Radical ;  if  not,  I  think  you  will  vote  for  the 
Conser\ative  candidate. 

Socialist-Radicalism  means  dishonesty  and  un- 
righteousness in  the  matter  of  private  property.  But 
the  secret  of  National  prosperity  is  honesty  or 
righteousness.  The  old  Hebrew  seers  inspired  by 
their  passionate  "  hunger  and  thirst  after  righteous- 
ness," saw  clearly  that  righteousness  mxist  "  exalt  a 
nation."  At  last,  science,  in  its  slow  and  sure  way, 
announces  through  the  mouth  of  Herbert  Spencer, 
that  as  an  observed  fact,  righteousness  does  exalt 
nations.  He  says  that  prosperity  is  impossible  where 
dishonest  legislation  reigns  and  where  contracts  are 
not  carried  out  and  enforced  by  law.  But  the 
Socialist-Radical  is  a  hater  of  this  honesty. 

The  Conservative  is  for  stability,  the  Radical  for 
perpetual  change.  It  is  said  of  the  French  Celt 
that  he  does  not  know  what  he  wants,  and  never 
will  be  contented  till  he  gets  it.  Hence  the  endless 
Revolutions  among  the  Latin  races,  with  the  misery 
and  ruin  that  follow  Revolutions.  "  I  am  for  per- 
manency." said  Carlyle.  The  very  horse  does  his 
work  better  if  it  is  the  same  work  every  day. 

The  Socialist,  John  Stuart  Mill,  passed  his  life 
agitating  for  changes  and  thus  destroying  confidence 
and  stability.  But  he  honestly  confessed  that  one 
day,  examining  himself,  he  discovered  that  if  these 
changes  were  brought  about  he  would  not  be  a  bit 
the  happier.  He  would  then  only  want  further  revolu- 
tion and  change  ad  injimtum.  Such  is  the  Socialist 
and  Radical  nature.  Without  stability  and  thence 
confidence,  prosperity  is  impossible. 

c— 2 
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You  have  been  so  accustomed  to  the  law  and  order 
that  come  from  Conservative  stability  that  you  think 
there  is  no  chance  of  Revolution  and  Anarchy  in 
England.  But  people  said  just  the  same  before  the 
great  Revolution  in  France,  with  the  terrible  misery  it 
produced.  They  went  about  their  pleasures  and 
business  as  usual,  pooh-poohing  all  warning,  till  one 
fine  day  they  found  themselves  with  their  heads  in 
the  guillotine  basket.  Possibly,  in  England,  (not  in 
Celtic  and  Iberian  Ireland),  Revolution  would  lead 
to  less  bloodshed.     Still  there  would  be  the  ruin. 

England  is  a  great  country.  You  think  it  cannot 
become  a  small  one.  Many  years  ago  Rome  was  a 
great  country.  At  that  time  no  one  believed  it  would 
ever  be  a  small  one.  If  life  and  property  in  a 
country  become  unsafe,  down  comes  that  country. 
There  is  no  exception  to  this  law.  Asia  Minor  was 
once  a  great  country.  Property  became  unsafe,  and 
down  came  Asia  Minor. 

Our  Radical  Demagogues  are  generally  very  super- 
ficially educated,  and  little  know  that  all  their 
destructive  talk  is  only  talk  old  as  the  hills,  that  has 
always  been  talked  word  for  word  when  nations  get 
to  a  certain  stage  of  development  above  savagery. 
Human  Nature  is  for  ever  Human  Nature.  In 
England  the  successful  reign  of  the  Demagogue 
seems  to  be  commencing,  just  as  in  the  ancient 
Greek  Republics  before  they  fell.  Mr.  Gladstone's 
Radical  Government  made  laws  legalising  dis- 
honesty and  violation  of  solemn  contracts ;  pro- 
perty thus  became  no  longer  safe,  and  at  once 
came  the  necessary  consequences,  namely,  loss 
of  confidence  in  business  ;  capital,  brains  and  enter- 
prise driven  abroad  ;  millions  invested  abroad  instead 
of  in  Great  Britain,  and,  by  so  much,  wages  taken 
out  of  your  pockets.     All    this  does   not  mean  that 
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men  should  despair,  or  cease  to  exert  themselves,  and 
work  against  dishonesty,  crime,  Radicalism  and 
Socialism.  It  means  that  they  should  work  the 
harder.  "  Never  say  die,"  is  one  of  the  noblest  of 
popular  sayings.  We  have  no  reason  from  history  to 
believe  in  any  nation  existing  beyond  a  certain  time, 
but  what  time  that  is  no  man  can  know.  Even  if  a 
country  can  be  saved  for  only  a  hundred  years  from 
returning  to  semi-barbarism,  with  its  famines,  dis- 
eases, filth,  poverty,  and  misery,  it  will  be  so  much 
gain. 

If  no  Englishman  will  move  a  finger  when  he 
thinks  his  country  is  going  to  the  dogs,  the  sooner 
she  goes  to  the  dogs  the  better.  It  must  mean  that 
Englishmen  have  so  deteriorated  that  they  are  no 
longer  fit  to  siu'vive  as  a  nation ;  and  the  sooner  a 
fitter  race  of  .men  takes  their  place  the  better.  But 
I  think  you  will  move  a  finger,  and  I  hope,  very 
efiectually.  You  all  can  work  against  Radicalism, 
Socialism,  Anarchy,  Revolution,  and  destruction,  and 
on  the  side  of  order,  liberty,  and  honesty,  at  any  rate, 
by  giving  your  votes.  Others  with  leisure  can  work 
in  other  ways.  Let  him  who  can  best  work  with  his 
pen,  work  with  his  pen ;  let  him  who  can  best  work 
with  his  tongue,  work  with  his  tongue ;  let  him  who 
can  do  good  work  Avith  both,  work  with  both.  But 
any  way,  work,  for  none  can  know  the  future.  What- 
ever you  do,  don't  be  like  the  Indian  in  the  boat,  who, 
with  his  wife  got  into  the  rapids  and  was  being 
carried  down  the  falls  of  Niagara,  As  soon  as  the 
man  thought  there  was  no  hope,  he  dropped  his  oars 
and  set  to  work  upon  the  brandy  bottle.  But  his 
wife  kept  pulling  away  to  the  last  moment,  till  over 
they  went.  And  she  was  right.  Now,  when  you  see 
the  country  in  the  hands  of  our  Socialists  and  Radicals, 
do  not  drop  your  oars  and  betake  yourselves  to  the 
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brandy  bottle.  "  Never  say  die  !  "  Pull  away  to  the 
last.  Radicalism  or  Jacobinism  is  the  destructive  and 
revolutionary  devil  of  history.  Then  resist  this  devil, 
as  I  hope  you  do  all  devils.  Do  you  know  what 
Luther  did  when  the  1  Jevil  tempted  him  X  He  threw 
the  ink-bottle  at  his  head.  And  if  he  had  no  other 
weapon  at  the  moment,  he  was  right.  We  are  told 
that  of  all  weapons,  "the  sword  of  the  Spirit,"  is 
the  best  one  against  the  Devil  and  all  his  works. 
Still,  take  any  weapon  you  can  lay  your  hands  on, 
even  if  it  be  nothing  better  than  an  ink-bottle. 

The  best  and  quickest  way  to  ruin  a  nation  is  to 
ruin,  according  to  the  aim  of  Socialist-Kadicals,  the 
capitalists. 

All  your  wages  come  from  capitalists,  for,  besides 
the  landowners,  the  farmers  are  capitalists  who  have  in- 
vested their  capital  in  horses,  stock,  ploughs,  carts,  and 
machinery.  The  Radicals  want  to  destroy  the  capi- 
talists or  wage-paying  classes.  They  want  to  kill  the 
goose  that  lays  your  golden  eggs,  and  if  you  don't 
take  care,  they  will  do  it.  The  same  people,  as  I  have 
just  said,  destroyed  the  old  Greek  Republics.  Why 
should  they  not  succeed  now  1  Indeed,  they  certainly 
will,  if  you  don't  look  out. 

"  Capital,"  said  Bulwer  Lytton,  "  is  the  great 
benefactor.  Where  charity  provides  for  hundreds, 
capital  provides  for  millions." 

Where  living  men  are  concerned,  mathematical 
proof  is  impossible  ;  so  we  cannot  prove  that  there 
was  any  connexion  between  the  fall  of  Nations  and 
the  unrighteousness  of  Radicalism,  Avith  its  dishonest 
attacks  on  property.  Still  one  proverb  says  that, 
"  Honesty  is  the  best  policy,"  and  another  that, 
"  Righteousness  exalteth  a  nation ;"  and  therefore, 
that  unrighteousness  bringeth  nations  to  the  ground. 
Proverbs  become  proverbs  on  account  of  their  truth 
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and  wisdom.  Again,  modern  science  says  that  dis- 
honesty has  the  bad  name  it  has  because  the 
experience  of  ages  lias  proved  it  to  bring  disaster  and 
misery.  Thus  the  evidence  of  the  connexion  is 
strong,  tliongh,  as  I  say,  mathematical  ]^roof  in 
matters  connected  with  life  and  living  things  is 
impossible.  A  man  was  tossed  by  a  bull,  and  picked 
up  dead.  An  action  was  brought  by  the  relatives 
against  the  owner  of  tlie  bull.  The  owner's  defence 
was  that  it  could  not  be  mathematically  proved  that 
the  death  was  caused  by  the  bull  ;  the  man  might 
have  been  ailing  and  happened  to  die  just  at  that 
time.  However,  the  decision  of  judge  and  jury  was 
against  the  owiier  of  the  Imll.  If  men  always  waited 
for  absolute  mathematical  proof,  humnu  life  would 
come  to  an  end. 

The  more  capital  and  capitalists  there  are  in  the 
world  the  greater  the  demand  must  be  for  your  labour, 
and  the  higher  your  wages.  If  there  was  no  such 
thing  as  capital  there  could  be  no  such  thing  as 
wages.  'J'o  find  tliis  state  of  things  absolutely  we 
should  have  to  go  to  the  lower  animals,  but  an 
approximation  to  it  w-e  no  doubt  lind  annmgst  some 
of  the  uiost  degraded  races  of  savages.  It  is  (mly 
too,  amongst  animals  and  the  lowest  savages  that  we 
find  the  sameness  at  which  the  Socialist-Radical  aims. 
This  means  that  the  Socialist  and  Radical  aim  at 
bringing  men  back  to  barbarism  by  destroying  capital 
and  putting  the  dead  level  sameness  of  savagery  in 
the  place  of  the  variety  and  liberty  of  civilisation. 
And  they  sometimes  succeed  in  their  aims. 

The  aim  of  our  Radicals  and  Socialists  is,  I  sny, 
to  ruin  the  wage-paying  class,  and  to  impoverish 
landhu'ds  or  landowning  capitalists.  Well,  how  much 
better  off  will  you  be  when  the  wage-payers  and  land- 
lords are  half  ruined  \     Your  kitchen  hoihn*  has  got 
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a  hole  in  it.  How  can  your  landlord  give  you  a  new 
one  if  he  is  as  poor  as  a  church  mouse  %  You  want 
a  new  gate  to  your  garden.  You  need  not  ask  your 
landlord  for  a  new  one,  for  his  own  garden  gate  is  in 
the  same  state,  and  he  cannot  afford  to  get  a  new 
one.  A  gale  of  wind  strips  the  roof  off  your  house. 
You  will  have  to  put  it  on  again  yourself.  On  the 
whole,  my  friends,  I  think  it  would  be  more  to  your 
advantage  to  vote  for  the  Conservative,  who  wishes 
to  preserve  what  is  good  and  to  reform  what  is  bad, 
than  for  the  Radical-Socialist,  who  only  wants  to 
destroy  every  existing  thing  because  it  is  existing, 
and  ruin  everybody  who  is  richer  than  himself  because 
he  is  richer  tlian  himself. 

One  aim  of  the  Radical  politician  of  large  towns  is 
to  ruin  the  agricultural  interest.  Mr.  John  Morley, 
in  his  Life  of  Cohdeii^  tells  us  how  this  began.  The 
Conservative,  or  country  party,  lieaded  by  Lord 
Ashley,  had  passed  an  Act  regulating  the  hours  for 
women  and  children  to  work  in  factories.  "  Before 
that  time,"  says  Mr.  Morley,  "  there  was  a  state  of 
things  hardly  less  horrible  than  that  of  negro  slavery. 
Young  girls  were  constantly  employed  till  eleven  at 
night ;  and  as  darkness  set  in,  the  factory  was  little 
better  than  a  brothel.  The  rich  town  Radical  manu- 
facturers offered  the  strongest  opposition  to  Lord 
Ashley's  Act,  and  were  determined  to  be  revenged." 
This  was  the  origin  of  the  striving  of  the  town 
Radicals  in  England  to  ruin  the  agricultural  interest. 
And  these  strivings  have  been  perseveringly  carried 
on  ever  since,  with  much  success.  But  1  think,  my 
friends,  now  that  you  have  votes,  you  will  \)\\i  a  stop 
to  them.  If  not,  you  are  less  sharp  than  I  take  you 
to  be. 

Next  to  direct  theft,  or  "  expropriation  without 
compensation,"  as    they    call    it,    the    aim    of    the 
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lladicals  is  to  lc*^aliso  the  dishonest  violation  of 
contracts  and  solemn  engagements. 

AMiat  happens  to  a  nation  that  legalises  dis- 
honesty, theft,  and  crime  ?  "  To  decree  injustice  by 
law,"  says  Carlyle,  "inspired  prophets  have  long 
since  seen  what  every  clear  soul  may  see,  that  of  all 
anarchies  and  devil-worships  there  is  none  like  this. 
Quiet  Anarchy,  you  say  ?  Yes,  quiet  x\narchy,  which 
the  longer  it  is  quiet,  will  have  the  frightfuller 
account  to  settle  at  last."  The  ways  this  retribution 
works  are  infinite.  Here  is  one.  The  greatness  of  a 
country  depends  on  the  brains,  honesty,  and  energy 
in  it.  But  if  a  Government  makes  dishonest  laws, 
rendering  property  unsafe,  and  contracts  good  for 
nothing,  off  go  brains,  energy,  capital,  and  the  wage- 
payers  to  other  countries,  and  you  get  so  much  less 
wages.  If  they  all  go,  you  get  none  at  all.  Nobody, 
if  he  can  help  it,  will  stay  to  be  robbed  by  the 
Socialist. 

You  are  an  industrious,  saAing  man  with  brains 
and  energy,  and  have  invested  your  money  in  an 
acre  of  land,  and  thus  become  a  capitalist.  You 
let  tliis  ground  for  two  pounds  an  acre  for  a  potato 
garden.  To  make  sure,  you  have  a  written  and 
signed  contract  or  agreement  that  this  rent  shall  be 
paid.  But  our  Badicals  hate  this  liberty  to  make 
agreements,  as  they  hate  all  liberty.  They  hate 
contracts  being  binding,  as  honesty  demands,  and 
therefore  they  aim  at  making  laws  to  legalise  the 
A  iolations  of  them  (as  we  have  seen  in  Ireland),  so 
that  your  tenant  shall  no  longer  be  bound  to  pay 
)ou  the  rent  of  two  pounds.  It  will,  of  course, 
be  i\\v  same  if  you  become  owner  of  a  house,  a 
sho]),  or  any  other  kind  of  property  that  can  be  let. 
Now,  if  you  like  this  tyrannical,  despotic,  thieving, 
and  liberty-destroying  legislation,  you  can  help  it  on 
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by  voting  for  the  Radical.  If  not,  I  think  you  will 
vote  for  the  Conservative,  who  believes  in  the  good 
old  sayings  that,  "  Honesty  is  the  best  policy,"  and 
that,  "  Righteousness  exalteth  a  nation." 

Do  you  know  liow  the  word  Socialist  is  spelt  ? 
I  will  tell  vou.  The  wav  to  spell  it  is 
T— H— I— E— F  ! 

The  genuine  Radical-Socialists  and  Communists 
want  to  steal  all  property,  more  or  less,  in  one  way  or 
another.  One  Socialist  wants  to  take  it  bodily, 
whilst  another  wants  to  tax  it  so  that  it  ceases  to  be 
property  wortli  nny thing ;  but  the  result  is  the  same, 
and  the  crime  committed,  with  the  necessary  retribu- 
tion that  always  follows  crime,  is  the  same  with  all  of 
them.  Theft  is  theft.  Crime  is  crime,  and  must  be 
paid  for. 

One  man  picks  a  pocket  directly,  another  man 
indu'ectly,  by  forgery  or  by  selling  a  quantity  of  goods, 
say  manure,  which  is  half  made  of  brick-dust.  13ut 
the  crime  is  the  same  in  both  cases  ;  the  same  com- 
mandment is  broken.  They  are  both  simply  tliieves. 
Thus  we  see  that  however  Socialist-Radicals  disagree 
as  to  details,  there  is  in  principle,  complete  harmony 
and  agreement  amongst  them.  They  all  agree  to  be- 
come thieves  in  more  or  less  degree ;  the  moderate 
Radical  in  a  smaller  degree,  no  doubt,  but  he  cannot 
separate  himself  from  his  socialistic,  revolutionary, 
communistic,  and  anarchist  party.  He  would  be  help- 
less, politically,  without  it.  You  have  heard  of  the 
dog  so  weak,  but  witli  a  tail  so  strong,  that  instead 
of  the  dog  Avagging  his  tail,  his  tail  wagged  the  dog. 
Well,  this  is  the  case  in  politics.  It  was  so  at  the 
great  French  Revolution.  The  tail,  that  is  to  say, 
the  Socialists,  the  Communists,  the  Anarchists,  and 
the  criminal  classes  Avagged  the  party,  and  the  more 
reasonable  and  moderate  men  were  helpless.       Then 
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France,  for  years,  was  hell  on  earth,  till  a  despot 
came  and  produced,  at  any  rate,  some  safety  to  life 
and  property.  Things  in  England,  some  think,  may 
become  somewhat  as  they  were  in  France,  The  less 
extreme  part  of  the  Radical  Party,  poor  Mr.  Glad- 
stone and  Mr.  Morley  included,  is  being  more  and 
more  every  year  wagged  by  its  tail. 

Radicals,  Socialists,  Communists  and  Anarchists 
form  one  party.  A  dynamite  bomb  nearly  destroyed 
the  French  House  of  Commons,  Measures  were 
brought  forward  to  suppress  Dynamite-thro  wing- 
Anarchism.  Up  jumped  one  or  two  Socialist- 
Radicals  and  spoke  against  these  measures  being 
taken.  In  the  English  House  of  Commons  measures 
against  Anarchism  were  about  the  same  time  brought 
forward.  Up  jumped  the  Socialist,  Mr.  J.  Burns, 
and  spoke  against  these  measures  being  taken.  Mr. 
Keir  Hardy,  the  Revolutionist,  described  an  Anarchist 
as  a  zealous  Socialist.  I  wonder  whether  at  the  next 
election  you  will  vote  for  the  Radical-Socialist- Anar- 
chist candidate. 

The  Anarchists,  Socialists,  and  Revolutionists  work 
tooth  and  nail  to  destroy  civilisation ;  that  is  to  de- 
stroy the  liberty,  honesty,  and  the  safety  to  life  and 
property  that  have  been  reached  in  Great  Britain  after 
ages  of  struggle  for  them.  Conservatives,  on  the 
contrary,  are  in  favour  of  liberty,  honesty,  and  safety 
to  life  and  property. 
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THE    SOCIALIST-RADICALS 

PASS    THEIR    LIVES    INCITING    TO    THEFT 

AND  CRIME. 

The  leading  Socialist-Radicals  and  Communists 
pass  their  lives  inciting  the  community  to  steal  land 
and  other  property.  An  inciter  to  theft  is,  you  know, 
a  worse  man  than  the  thief  himself. 

You  have  saved  a  bit  of  money,  and  bought  an 
acre  of  land,  which  you  let.  The  Socialist-Radicals 
and  Communists,  with  Mr.  H.  George  at  their  head, 
pass  their  lives  inciting  people  to  steal  this  bit  of  land 
from  you. 

What  are  the  principles  of  Mr.  Henry  George  \ 
He  says  that  if  a  poor  man  has  saved  money,  buys 
an  acre  of  land  and  lets  it  for  two  pounds  a  year, 
this  land  is  to  be  taken  from  him  without  any  com- 
pensation. In  fact,  this  man  has  become  a  landlord, 
or  land-owning  capitalist,  and  so  his  property  is  to  be 
stolen  from  him  by  the  State. 

The  plan  of  stealing  all  land  by  the  State  is  called, 
in  the  jargon  of  the  Radicals  who  advocate  it,  "  the 
nationalisation  of  land."  In  France  the  Socialists  or 
Radicals  insist  most  on  i\\c  nationalisation  (stealing) 
of  other  kinds  of  property,  but  making  a  distinction 
between  different  kinds  of  property,  is,  of  course,  only 
confusion  of  mind.  Attacking  one  kind  is  attacking 
all  kinds.    Nationalising  (stealing)  cotton  mills  seems 
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to  be  the  special  aim  of  some  Socialists,  like  Mr. 
Hyndmau  and  his  school.  Bat  all  kinds  are  in  one 
boat,  to  sink  or  swim  together. 

"  Hi,  policeman,"  shonted  out  Mr.  Henry  George, 
after  one  of  his  lectures  advocating  the  nationalisa- 
tion of  railways,  cotton  mills,  land,  etc.,  etc.  "  Hi, 
policeman,  a  scoundrel  has  stolen  my  watch."  "  No, 
sir,"  said  the  policeman,  "  he  has  not  stolen  it,  he 
has  only  nationalised  it." 

"  The  nationalisation  of  land,"  said  Mr.  Gladstone 
truly,  at  Hawarden,  in  1889,  "without  compensation 
would  be  robbery,  mth  compensation,  folly  ;  because 
the  State  is  not  qualified  to  exercise  the  functions  of 
a  landlord.  The  State  could  not  be  the  landlord. 
The  thing  would  overburden  and  break  down  the 
State.  The  existing  landlord  and  tenant  system  is 
the  best." 

"  Everything  in  America,"  says  the  Duke  of 
Argyle,  "  is  on  a  gigantic  scale,  even  its  forms  of 
villainy,  and  the  villainy  advocated  by  Mr.  George  is 
an  illustration  of  this,  as  striking  as  the  mammoth 
Caves  of  Kentucky,  or  the  frauds  of  the  '  Tammany 
Ring  '  in  New  York.  The  world  has  never  seen  snch 
a  preacher  of  unrighteousness  as  Mr.  George,  for  he 
goes  to  the  root  of  things.  He  denies  the  rules  of 
probity  to  have  any  foundation."  This  is  trne.  H. 
George  teaches  that  all  national  debts  should  be 
repudiated,  and  that  all  men  who  have  any  should  be 
de])rived  of  their  wealth  whenever  a  Government 
wants  money.  As  the  saying  that,  "  Righteousness 
exalteth  a  nation  "  is  an  indisputable  truism,  it  is 
fortunate  that  the  United  States  of  America  pay 
no  attention  to  Mr  George's  ideas  and  teachings, 
which  are  identical  in  principle  with  those  of 
professional  burglars  and  bank  robbers,  or  to  put 
the    thing    scientifically,    "  ideas   of    people  whose 
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moral  development  has  been  arrested  at  the  predatory 
stage  of  savagery,  or  who  have  gone  back  to  that 
stage." 

Landowners  mean  capitalists  in  land.  Evidence 
proves  that  taking  Great  Britain  through,  the  larger 
the  landed  estate,  the  larger  the  produce  from  the 
land  is,  the  better  the  cottages,  the  better  the  school- 
buildings,  the  better  the  churches,  the  better  the 
chapels,  the  better  off  the  farmers  are,  and  the  larger 
wages  the  labourers  get.  This  is  the  great  rule.  The 
fact  is,  the  larger  a  landowner's  estate  is,  the  more 
money  he  can  afford  to  lay  out  on  his  property,  and 
the  better  off  everybody  on  it  is.  A  large  landowner 
means  an  administrator  of  a  large  food-growing  busi- 
ness, and  large  businesses  are  usually  conducted 
better  and  more  liberally  than  small  ones.  And  the 
Radical  aims  at  doing  away  with  large  landowners  for 
the  good  of  the  country!  Was  there  ever  such 
puzzle-headedness. 

Just  like  our  modern  revolutionists,  Pliny, 
about  two  thousand  years  ago,  waged  war  against 
"  Latifundia,''  or  large-landed  capitalists.  Cuvier, 
the  great  French  man  of  science,  called  Pliny  an 
ignorant,  discontented,  envious,  ill-conditioned  man ; 
that  is,  what  we  call  now  a  Radical  or  Jacobin,  the 
carping  Radical  according  to  the  proverbial  expres- 
sion, or  the  hitter  Radical  according  to  another. 
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Ml{.    HENRY    GEORGE,    AiSD    HIS  PUZZLE- 
HEADED  FOLLOWERS. 

Some  Radicals,  as  I  have  told  you,  are  disciples  of 
Mr.  Henry  George.  They  waut  the  State  to  steal  all 
the  land  in  the  country  and  become  the  universal 
landlord,  and  a  very  hard  landlord  it  would  be.  But 
besides  beino-  a  hard  landlord,  a  Government  would 
be  an  unjust  one.  "  Never,"  says  Thurlow,  "  expect 
justice  from  a  company.  It  has  neither  a  soul  to  lose 
nor  a  body  to  kick."  But  a  Government  is  a  com- 
pany. Nobody  can  kick  a  Government,  often  as  it 
deserves  kicking.  But  besides  being  a  hard  and 
unjust,  it  would  be  an  incapable  and  non-improving, 
landlord. 

I  wonder  whether  the  Radicals  think  that  if  the 
Duke  of  Sutherland's  land  had  been  nationalised  the 
GoA'ernment  would  have  spent  a  million  pounds  on 
improving  it,  in  thirty  years,  as  he  did  !  I  dare  say 
they  do  or  at  any  rate  would  say  that  they  do. 

Inferior  land  sometimes  lies  waste.  It  wants 
much  money  to  put  it  into  a  state  of  cultivation.  If 
it  was  all  made  into  farms  there  would  be  so  much 
more  work  for  you  to  do.  But  the  Socialist-Radicals 
are  always  doing  their  best  to  ruin  landowners,  so  that 
they  are  afraid  to  risk  their  money  in  tmiiing  such 
land  into  farms.  These  Radicals  sometimes  tell  you 
that  if  tlie  owners  will  not  work  bad  land  it  will  be 
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handed  over  to  you,  for  nothing.  But,  in  the  first 
place,  this  is  only  a  lie  to  dupe  you  into  voting  for 
them  ;  in  the  second  place,  being  bad  land,  working 
it  would  ruin  you  ;  and  in  the  third  place,  Mr.  Henry 
George,  with  his  lladical-Socialist-Communist  dis- 
ciples go  about  the  world  preaching  the  gospel  of  theft, 
and  telling  the  public  that  every  owner  of  land, 
whether  of  one  acre,  ten  acres,  one  hundred  acres,  one 
thousand  or  ten  thousand  acres,  whether  large  land 
owner  or  peasant  proprietor,  is  a  "  land  grabber,"  and 
that  his  land  must  be  taken  from  him  without  com- 
pensation ;  or,  to  use  ordinary  language,  stolen  from 
him.  Thus  if  you  did  get  it,  it  would  be  stolen  from 
you,  according  to  the  teaching  of  Henry  George  and 
the  Socialists. 

A  labourer  in  my  parish,  whose  wages  are  a  pound 
a-week,  invested  his  savings  or  capital  in  buying 
an  acre  of  land,  which  he  lets.  Thus  he  became 
what  the  Socialists  call  a  "  land  grabber."  Another 
labourer  invested  his  capital  or  savings  in  a  car- 
rier's cart.  Now,  by  some  curious  mental  process, 
the  Socialist  follower  of  Henry  George  comes  to  the 
conclusion  that  the  acre  of  land  must  be  taken  with- 
out payment  from  the  iirst,  whilst  the  cart  is  not  to 
be  taken.  The  acre  is  to  be  nationalised,  but  not 
the  cart.  Of  course,  if  one  kind  of  property  in  a 
country  is  made  unsafe  no  other  kind  can  remain 
safe. 

"  I,"  shrieked  a  French  Socialist,  "  am  an  enemy 
of  property.  I  cannot  tolerate  a  man  planting  his 
foot  on  a  portion  of  the  soil,  and  saying,  '  This  land 
is  mine  ! '  The  Government  has  seized  my  letters, 
and — "  "  They  are  not  yours,"  interrupted  a  man 
in  the  crowd,  "since  you  do  not  admit  the  right  of 
property  !  "  And  the  orator  was  so  taken  aback  that 
he  bolted  out  of  the  room. 
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Says  Goklwiii  Smith  :  "  To  confiscate  one  kind  of 
property  is  to  destroy  all.  It  is  to  destroy  the 
■working-man's  property  in  his  earnings,  as  well  as 
the  landlord's  property  in  his  land.  It  is  to  break 
open  the  poor  man's  savings  bank,  as  well  as  the 
rich  man's  coffers.  What  seciu'ity  can  there  be 
for  any  kind  of  ownership,  if  the  State  turns 
robber  ■?  " 

Talking  of  Henry  George's  nationalisation  of  the 
land,  Professor  Fawcett  said  :  "  Peasant,  peer,  and 
artisan  (with  his  house  purchased  by  the  agency  of  a 
building  society),  would  be  alike  expropriated  by 
such  a  scheme,  and  the  State  (t\\Q  new  landlord) 
would  be  the  worst  and  hardest  of  landlords." 

Attacking  one  form  and  degree  of  property  is 
attacking  all  forms  and  degrees.  Legislative  rascality 
gradually  undermiiues  the  sense  of  right  and  wrong 
in  a  people,  till  at  last  nobody  is  safe  from  theft, 
whether  a  llothschild  or  the  owner  of  only  one  pig. 
Unsafety  to  life  and  property  means  a  state  of 
anarchy  where  there  is  no  law  to  punish  theft  and 
murder.  Now,  theft  and  murder  are  denounced  by 
religion.  Thus  we  see,  as  we  expect  to  see,  all 
religion  of  every  kind  reviled  by  the  anarchists. 

Surely  a  good  election  cry  would  be  "  Down  with 
Godless  Radicalism,  Socialism,  and  Anarchism." 

Making  distinctions  between  different  kinds  of 
capitalists  is,  of  course,  mere  puzzle-headedness. 
How  are  we  to  account  for  this  confusion  ?  Perhaps 
the  metaphysicians  can  help  us.  Professor  Bain, 
talking  of  the  difference  between  talent  and  genius, 
says  that  the  former  sees  objects,  whilst  the  latter, 
besides  seeing  the  objects,  sees  the  relation  between 
them. "  Talent  separates,  analyses,  splits  hairs,  and 
takes  to  pieces ;  whilst  genius  and  wisdom  compare, 
create,  and  see  unity  of  principle  where  such  exists. 

D 


34:  Hints  for  Political  Leaflets.    . 

Talent  is  clever  and  gains  knowledge  of  separate 
facts.  Genius  is  wise,  puts  the  facts  together,  and 
thus  finds  truth.  If  this  is  true,  we  can  easily 
imagine  some  even  very  clever  man  of  talent,  clearly 
seeing  every  minute  and  separate  detail  about  any 
number  of  separate  investments — such  as  a  hundred 
pounds  invested  in  a  house,  or  in  a  held,  or  in 
Consols,  or  in  a  newspaper,  or  in  a  railway,  or  in  a 
cotton-mill,  etc.,  whilst  he  is  totally  unable  to  see 
the  unity  of  principle  throughout,  namely,  that  in 
each  case  the  investor  is  simply  a  capitalist  to  the 
amount  of  a  hundred  pounds.  One-sided  talents  to 
any  degree  are  very  common  ;  genius,  wisdom,  and 
clear  common-sense  are  very  rare. 

"  Landowners,"  says  Mr.  Hyndman,  "  are  mere 
hangers-on  of  the  capitalists."  "  Capitalists,"'  says 
Mr.  George,  "  are  mere  hangers-on  of  the  land- 
owners." Doubtless  the  former  has  millowners  on 
tlie  brain,  the  latter  landowners.  But  what  charming 
oonfusion  of  ideas  !  Of  course  they  are  both 
capitalists,  and  both  in  the  same  boat — to  sink  or 
swim  together.  Indeed,  as  a  historical  fact,  they  do 
sink  and  swim  together.  Attacking  one  form  of 
property  is  attacking  all  forms,  and  must  be  paid  for 
by  the  country  that  does  it. 

One  aim  of  the  Radical-Socialist-Kevolutionary 
party  is  theft  by  means  of  dishonest  taxation.  But 
this,  like  all  crime,  must,  as  I  say,  be  paid  for  accord- 
ing to  its  degree.  There  is  no  escape.  Punishment 
or  suffering,  says  a  great  writer,  is  simply  the  other 
half  oi  crime.  Sometimes  the  punishment  is  mani- 
fest, sometimes  not.  About  the  strongest  of  human 
feelings  are  those  regarding  property.  Thus  if  capital 
is  unjustly  taxed,  oft"  goes  capital  to  countries  where 
it  is  not  unjustly  taxed;  confidence  is  destroyed;, 
business   and    enterprise    cease ;  working    men   lose 
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their  wages  ;  poverty  reigns  ;  the  country  loses  the 
riches  that  are  necessary  to  render  it  safe  from  inva- 
sion and  conquest,  and  then  come  the  miseries  of 
war,  for  war  can  never  cease  in  the  world  so  long  as 
men  are  men,  whatever  dreamers  ignorant  of  human 
nature  may  say.  These  are  a  few  of  the  more  out- 
Avard  and  manifest  forms  punishment  of  theft  and 
crime  takes,  but  there  are  others  without  end,  and 
numbers  that  cannot  be  traced. 


THE  SOCIALIST-RADICALS    WAR    AGAINST 
PROPERTY. 

Can  you  wonder  that  millions  upon  millions  of 
pounds  are  invested  abroad  instead  of  getting  into 
your  pockets  as  wages,  when  the  leading  Socialist- 
Radicals  more  and  more  every  day  try  to  make 
ownership  of  property  of  all  kinds  unsafe  in  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland  ?  Besides  enormous  quantities 
of  manufacturing  business  taken  abroad,  enormous 
quantities  of  land  are  being  bought  in  America  by 
Englishmen.  I  know  a  man  who  sold  a  large 
property  and  took  the  money  to  New  Zealand.  New 
Zealand  was  then  free  from  Socialism.  .All  this 
money  lost  to  England  means  wages  taken  out  of 
your  pockets.  In  fact,  the  Radical  politicians  are 
always  robbing  you  of  your  wages,  for  every  penny 
of  the  money  of  a  rich  man  goes  directly  or  indirectly 
into  the  pockets  of  working  men,  so  that  when 
predatory     Radicalism    drives   this    money    abroad, 
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British    working-men    are    just    by    so    much    the 
losers. 

Socialist-Communist-Radicalism,  as  it  cannot  be 
too  often  repeated,  means  theft.  It  means  the 
rising  of  the  dishonest  classes  against  order,  jus- 
tice, law  and  morality.  M.  Taine,  a  great  French 
writer,  says,  "  that  the  French  Revolution  was  a 
rising  of  the  criminal  classes  against  order,  law, 
honesty  and  morality — a  successful  rising,  because 
society  and  the  Government  were  too  weak  and 
rotten  to  resist."  So  it  always  has  been  in  the  history 
of  the  world.  When  the  comparatively  honest  and 
orderly  part  of  a  nation  becomes  efteminate  and 
indolent,  the  dishonest  and  lawless  part  has  it  all  its 
own  way.  If  you,  the  respectable  working  men,  will 
not  exert  yourselves  to  oppose,  by  your  votes,  those 
people  who  devote  themselves  to  inciting  the  com- 
munity to  theft,  expropriation  without  compensation, 
nationalisation  of  property,  or  by  whatever  name  the 
thing  goes,  you  cannot  expect  anything  else  than 
what  has  happened  from  the  same  causes  in  France, 
namely,  endless  revolutions  and  infinite  misery. 

France,  with  its  godless  Jacobinism,  has  taught 
the  world  much  about  Socialist-Radicalism.  If  it  had 
not  been  for  the  lessons  that  country  has  given  us, 
London  would  long  since  have  been  in  ashes,  like 
Paris,  a  few  years  ago.  France  has  suffered,  but  the 
world  has  learnt. 

"  All  history,"  says  Bulwer,  ''  tells  us  that  when 
property  .is  invaded  the  reign  of  arbitrary  power  is 
at  hand.  Better  one  despot  than  a  reign  of  robbers." 
But  before  the  despot  comes,  revolution  comes.  Do 
you  want  first  revolution,  and  then  the  despot  ?  If 
you  do,  you  had  better  vote  for  the  Radical. 

The  genuine  Radical  of  the  en^■ious  class  (the 
working  partner  in  the  Radical  firm),  is  a  man  whose 
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aim  is  to  destroy,  from  envy,  the  wealth  of  all  more 
or  less  rich  men,  from  whom  your  wages  come.  This 
necessarily  means  putting  none  in  the  place  of  what 
is  destroyed.  Thence  must  come  national  poverty 
and  helplessness  before  any  foreign  foe.  In  whatever 
country  he  succeeds  (and,  as  history  tells  us,  he  often 
has  succeeded),  the  workers  in  things  men  in  civilised 
countries  value,  are  ruined.  But  what  does  the  heart- 
less Eadical  care  X  The  working  men  who  make 
carriages  are  ruined ;  but  what  does  the  heartless 
Eadical  care  ?  The  working  men  who  build  and  de- 
corate large  houses  are  ruined;  but  what  does  the 
heartless  Radical  care  \  The  working  men  who  make 
beautiful  furniture  are  ruined  ;  but  what  does  the 
heartless  Radical  care  X  The  working  men  who  grow 
rare  flowers  and  fruit  are  ruined  ;  but  what  does  the 
heartless  Radical  care  ■?  The  working  men  who  turn 
out  silks  and  stufls  for  dresses  are  ruined  ;  but  what 
does  the  heartless  Radical  care  ?  In  fact,  the  working 
men  who  work  at  those  things  that  men  in  nations 
above  the  lowest  brute-like  savagery  ^alue,  are  ruined. 
They  are  ruined,  because  the  rich  men  who  want 
these  things  are  ruined ;  but  what  does  the  heartless 
Radical  care '?  If  he  can  only  ruin  those  people  whom 
he  hates,  because  they  are  richer  than  himself,  he 
cares  for  nothing.  He  has,  as  I  say,  and  as  history 
tells  us,  often  succeeded  and  brought  back  countries 
from  civilisation  to  barbarism  and  helpless  weakness  ; 
and,  no  doubt,  he  often  will  again. 

The  Radicals  of  the  malevolent  or  envious  class 
form  the  most  dangerous  class  of  all,  in  consequence  of 
the  enormous  energy,  to  which  envy,  with  its  neces- 
sary accompaniment,  hatred,  gives  birth. 

Radical-Socialism  is  often  a  mere  question  of  owner- 
ship of  property.  So  long  as  a  man  is  penniless,  his 
envy  and  hatred  of  those  who  are  not  so,  make  him  a 
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Radical  or  a  Socialist.  Dean  Ramsay  tells  us  of  a 
man  in  Scotland,  named  Davy  Armstrong,  who  was  at 
one  time  the  hottest  of  red-hot  Radicals.  A  few 
years  afterwards,  a  fellow-Radical,  who  had  been  away 
from  the  village  all  this  time,  returned  and  com- 
menced the  old  way  of  talking.  But  Davy  did  not 
respond,  and  he  found  that  his  old  fellow-denouncer 
of  property  had  become  a  rank  Tory.  Very  much 
shocked  at  this  discovery  he  asked  how  it  had  come 
about.     "  I've  a  coo,  noo,"  said  Davy. 

All  human  life  above  the  lowest  and  most  brute- 
like savagery  is  founded  on  imvate  property,  as  dis- 
tinguished from  the  common  property  of  savage  and 
barbarous  life,  and  the  lives  of  the  lower  animals. 
Now,  a  Radical-Socialist  is  a  man  who  tries  to  de- 
prive people  of  their  private  property.  National 
thievery  by  Government  is,  of  course,  the  worst  of 
all  kinds,  for  it  is  on  a  large  scale,  so  the  retribution 
must  be  on  a  large  scale. 

Why  statesmen  who  steal  by  legislation  are  not 
punished  by  law,  like  robbers  of  banks,  is  doubtless 
connected  with  the  fact,  according  to  Herbert 
Spencer's  teaching,  that  the  majority  of  mankind  do 
not  act  from  reason. 


THE  MARCH   FROM    THE    COMMUNISM    OF 
BRUTE-LIKE     SAVAGES    UP    TO    CIVILISA- 
TION AND  THE  MARCH  BACK  AGAIN. 

According  to  history,  (and  we  have  nothing  else  to 
go  by),  the  life  of  each  nation  in  its  turn  is  a  march 
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from  the  communism  in  women  and  property  of 
complete  savages,  up  through  infinite  forms  of  mixed 
ownership,  socialisms,  and  feudalisms,  where  Govern- 
ments fix  prices  and  manage  the  private  affairs 
of  people,  till  at  length  we  arrive  at  liberty,  and 
separate  clearly-defined  ownership  of  ]n'operty, 
with  safety  to  it  and  to  life.  Then  comes  the  return 
journey,  back  through  the  Socialistic  restrictions 
of  liberty,  when  life  and  property  again  become  no 
longer  safe,  contracts  no  longer  enforced,  and  confi- 
dence in  business  transactions  destroyed.  No  one 
can  say  exactly  when  the  return  journey  commences. 
Herbert  Spencer,  a  great  writer,  says  that  as  many 
nations  are  always  going  down  as  going  u]}.  It  will 
depend  on  the  way  you  use  your  voting  power  whether 
this  turn  doAvnhill  will  be  taken  in  (ireat  Britain 
soon  or  not. 

Radicals,  Socialists,  and  Communists  mean  at  the 
present  day  much  the  same  sort  of  peo])le  in  kind, 
though  of  course  there  are  degrees.  But  whatever 
the  degrees,  they  form  one  of  the  two  great  political 
parties.  So  when  you  vote  for  the  Radical  candidate 
you  really  are  voting  for  the  Socialist-Communist- 
Anarchist  party. 

The  Radical  Avill  tell  you  that  lie  does  not  wish  to 
retiu'n  to  the  Socialisms  and  Communisms  of  bar- 
barous times.  But  after  the  Radical  party  passing 
the  Irish  Tand  Bill,  he  can  never  deny  that  a 
Radical  at  the  present  day  means  a  Socialist  and 
Communist  in  his  degree.  His  tongue  is  tied.  The 
Irish  Land  Bill,  passed  by  the  Radicals,  was  simply 
a  return  to  the  Communisms  (or  mixed  ownership), 
and  Socialisms  (meddling  with  people's  private 
affairs.  Government  fixing  the  ])rices  of  things, 
settling  rents,  etc.)  of  the  dark  ages. 
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CAPITAL. 

Modern  Socialist-Eaclical-Commimism  aims  at  theft. 
The  Socialists  do  not  call  it  theft  They,  perhaps,  call  it 
"expropriating  without  compensation."  But  this  makes 
no  difference.  Calling  a  spade  "an  agricultural  imple- 
ment "  makes  no  difference.  It  still  is  a  spade.  An 
educated  scoundrel  committed  a  murder ;  but  he  did 
not  call  it  a  murder,  he  called  it,  "  non-survival  of  the 
untittest.'  But  this  made  no  difference,  and  he  was 
very  properly  hanged.  A  drunken  ruffian  was  had 
up  for  wife-beating.  The  magistrate  said,  "  I  do  not 
know  what  you  call  it,  but  I  call  it  brutal  cruelty  " 
"  Oh,"  said  the  still  fuddled  beast,  "  you  call  it  bru'al 
croolty,  do  you  ;  well,  I  call  it  milk-yooman-kineness," 
but  this  made  no  difference.  It  was  brutal  cruelty, 
just  the  same,  and  the  brute  was  very  properly 
flogged. 

The  Socialist-Radical  sings  many  songs,  but  they 
all  have  the  same  chorus,  and  that  chorus  is,  "  Ruin 
the  capitalist,  ruin  the  capitalist,  ruin  the  capitalist ;  " 
then  everybody  will  be  rich  for  ever  and  ever.  But 
to  ruin  the  capitalist  whether  his  capital  is  in 
houses,  railways,  land,  Consols,  or  cotton  mills,  is, 
as  I  have  told  you,  to  kill  the  goose  that  lays  your 
golden  eggs.  "  That  wealth,"  says  Mr.  Mallock, 
'•  which  is  envied  and  accused  of  causing  want 
amongst  thousands  is  really  the  cause  of  the  non- 
starvation  of  millions." 
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Ruin  the  capitalist !  That  is,  ruin  all  capitalists, 
from  a  Rothschild  to  a  man  who  has  saved  forty 
])ounds  and  bought  an  acre  of  land,  or  a  carrier's 
cart,  or  even  a  pig*.  No  line  can  be  draAvn  between 
the  extremes. 

Socialist-Radicalism  wages  war  on  capital.  But 
all  capital  and  income  from  capital  goes  into  the 
pockets  of  working  men,  as  wise  Edmund  Burke  truly 
said.  Thus  Socialist-Radicalism  Avages  war  on  the 
working  man.  But  some  of  you,  perhaps,  will  not 
see  how  Burke's  statement  can  be  true.  I  will  show 
you. 

First  the  capital.  A  rich  man  has  a  hundred 
thousand  pounds.  He  puts  it  into  a  bank  and  the 
l)ank  lends  it  to  make  a  railway.  But  the  railway  is 
made  l»j paijitaj  wor/iiur/  men  wages  to  make  it.  So 
much  for  the  capital.  Now  for  the  income.  The 
owner  of  the  hundred  thousand  pounds  is  paid  by 
the  bank  two  and  a  half  per  cent,  for  the  use  of  the 
capital.  This  is  the  income.  Now  will  any  of  you 
tell  me  how  any  part  of  this  income  can  be  prevented 
froni  going  into  the  pockets  of  working  men.  If  the 
owner  of  it  buys  books,  he  supports  paper  makers, 
bookbinders  and  the  other  working  men,  necessary 
for  turning  out  books.  Tf  he  buys  a  carriage,  the 
money  goes  to  the  working  men  who  make  carriages. 
'J'he  only  way  he  can  prevent  his  money  going  to 
working  men,  w(nild  be  to  bury  it  in  the  ground,  and 
it  thus  being  lost.  Of  course,  if  it  should  ever  be 
found  and  dug  up,  it  will  go,  like  all  money  to  work- 
ing men.  Thus  I  repeat,  when  the  Socialist  tries  to 
ruin  the  capitalist,  he  is  really  trying  to  ruin  the 
working  man.  Surely,  then,  you  are  not  going  to 
be  such  a  fool  as  to  vote  for  the  Socialist-Radical 
candidate ! 

A  man  gi\es  twenty  pounds  for  a  picture,    a    mere 
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rich  man's  luxury  according  to  many  foolish  people  ; 
the  money  for  which  ought  instead,  they  say,  to  be 
given  away  to  the  paupers.  But  it  all  goes  into  the 
pockets  of  lionest,  sober,  industrious,  working  men, 
instead  of  the  more  or  less  idle  drinking  ones.  It  can- 
not go  at  the  same  time  into  the  pockets  of  both.  The 
picture  dealer,  who  sold  the  picture,  buys  with  the 
money  a  new  coat,  or  in  other  words,  puts  the  money 
the  coat  costs  into  the  pockets  of  the  working  men 
who  make  it,  whilst  with  the  rest  lie  enlarges  his 
shop  window,  and  thus  puts  tliat  money  into  the 
pockets  of  the  working  men  who  enlarged  it. 

As  all  the  money  of  rich  men  goes  into  the 
pockets  of  working  men,  ic  follows  that  loss  of  money 
to  wage  payers  means  exactly  the  same  loss  to  work- 
ing men,  or  the  wage  receivers. 

A  few  coal  strikes  cause,  we  will  say,  a  loss  of  a 
million  pounds  to  the  employers  of  labour.  This 
means  that  working  men  lose  a  million  pounds, 
directly  or  indirectly.  First  the  colliers  get  no  wages 
for  a  time,  besides  losing  their  savings.  This  is 
direct  loss  of  money.  Then  all  working  men  in  the 
country  have  to  pay  more  for  the  coals  they  buy. 
This  is  indirect  loss.  The  indirect  loss  from  the 
strikes  comes  in  ways  innumerable.  Employers  of 
labour  all  over  the  country  have  money  invested  in 
railways.  But  the  increase  of  price  of  coal,  from  the 
strikes,  causes  such  losses  to  the  railway  companies 
that  they  pay  less  dividends.  Thence  these  em- 
ployers have  to  part  mth  many  of  their  labourers,  who 
thus  lose  their  wages.  But  men  being  thrown  out 
of  work  means  increase  of  poor  rates,  some  of  which 
increase  working  men  pay,  whilst  the  employers  pay 
the  rest  with  money  that  would  otherwise  have  gone 
into  the  pockets  of  working  men  as  wages.  These 
again  are  cases  of  indirect  loss  of  money.     But  loss 
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is,  of  course,  loss  just  the  same  whether  (Urect  or  in- 
direct. Perliaps  every  mau  and  woman  in  England  is 
or  will  be  the  poorer  for  the  coal  strike  of  1893, 
directly  or  indirectly,  appreciably  or  unappreciably. 
By  the  way,  I  wonder  how  many  million  pounds  have 
been  taken  out  of  the  pockets  of  working  men  by 
strikes,  to  say  nothing  of  the  great  sums  of  money 
driven  out  of  Great  Britain  by  the  want  of  confidence 
produced  by  strikes,  all  which  money  would  other- 
wise have  gone  into  the  pockets  of  British  working 
men. 

Destroy  wealth  and  capital,  as  the  Socialist-Radical 
aims  at  doing,  and  misery  and  starvation  to  working 
men  follows  as  surely  as  night  follows  day. 

Brewer,  the  historian,  describing  the  poverty 
stricken  Socialistic  days  before  capital  and  capitalists, 
says :   "  Strange   and    destructive     epidemics  spread 

with  rapidity entire   populations 

were  exposed  to  periodical  famines  and  starvation. 

plague    and    the    sweating    sickness 

decimated  the  to^vus,  etc..  etc." 

Starvation,  famine,  filth,  and  disease  always  go 
together. 

These  were  the  days  before  the  great  capitalists, 
whether  in  land  or  manufacture.  When  land  is  held 
under  Socialistic  conditions,  improvements  rarely  take 
place,  produce  becomes  less  and  less,  and  famines 
come  whenever  bad  seasons  come. 

The  Socialist-Radical,  who  sticks  at  no  assertion, 
tells  his  dupes  among  the  working  classes  that,  if 
capitalists,  landlords,  and  rich  men  were  done  away 
Avith,  they  would  be  so  much  the  richer.  But  facts 
prove  the  falsehood  of  this.  Facts  prove  that  in 
those  countries  where  capitalists,  or  hirers  of  the 
working  man's  labour,  are  richest  and  most  plentiful, 
the  working  men  are  best  off.  Of  course,  common  sense 
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says  it  must  be  so,  but  Socialist-Radicalism  has  none. 
Without  capitalists,  there  is  little  or  uo  machinery ; 
now,  "  History  proves,"  says  Mr.  Mulhall,  "  that  the 
more  machinery  supplies  the  place  of  manual  labour, 
the  more  we  improve  the  condition  of  the  Avorking 
classes."  That  is,  that  though  misery,  poverty  and 
drunkenness  must  always  exist,  the  numbers  of 
miserably  poor  in  iwoiiortion  to  the  number  of  the 
well-to-do  become  smaller  as  capital  and  machinery 
increase. 

The  English  are  not  remarkable  for  having  very 
logical  minds,  so  some  English  Socialist-Radicals  have 
fixed  upon  land  as  the  only  kind  of  property  to  steal, 
whilst  some  wage  war  mostly  on  the  manufacturing 
capitalist.  Frenchmen  have  logical  minds,  so  French 
Jacobins  and  Communists  advocate  all  property  of 
every  kind  being  stolen.  Separating  one  kind  from 
another  is,  of  course,  only  confusion  of  mind. 
Attacks  on  one  kind,  attack  all  kinds.  If  a  man  has 
saved  twenty  pounds  he  is  a  capitalist,  and  is  as  much 
interested  in  fighting  against  the  thieving  Socialists, 
as  is  a  Rothschild  with  his  millions.  Indeed,  the  less 
a  man's  capital  is,  the  more  important  it  is  to  him 
that  it  should  be  safe. 

Thus  I  think  that  every  man  amongst  you  who  has 
brains  in  his  head,  and  wlio  owns  only  one  pig,  will 
vote  against  the  Radicals  and  Socialists,  and  for  the 
Conservatives. 

As  all  the  money  of  the  rich  goes  into  the  pockets 
of  working  men,  it  is  manifest  that  the  more  rich  men 
there  are,  and  the  richer  they  are,  the  better  it  must 
be  for  working  men.  M.  About,  a  great  writer,  says 
that  every  Avorking  man  Avho  is  not  a  fool,  wishes  for 
as  many  rich  men  as  possible,  for  the  more  there  are 
and  the  richer  they  are,  the  more  demand  there  Avill 
be  for  his  Avork,  and  the  larger  Avill  be  his  Avages. 
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Uo  you  like  parables  X  If  you  do  here  is  one. 
-There  was  once  a  great  and  prosperous  empire  in 
Central  Asia.  For  several  thousand  years  its  inhabi- 
tants were  distinguished  for  courage,  energy,  inde- 
pendence, liberty,  honesty,  and  enterprise :  but  at 
length  they  came  under  the  management  of  a  Grand 
Vizier,  Avho  brought  about  a  complete  change  in  the 
national  character,  and  thence  the  gradual  downfall 
of  the  nation.  From  a  mixture  of  personal  ambition, 
popularity-hunger,  unscrupulousness  of  character, 
shallow  sentimentality,  narrow-mindedness,  and 
short-sighted  unwdsdom,  this  Grand  Vizier,  whose 
eloquence  and  powers  of  persuasion  w^ere  very  great, 
induced  tlie  monarch  he  served  to  take  oft"  all  the  taxes 
from  everyone  but  capitalists,  and  to  extract  from 
them  all  the  money  wanted  for  Imperial  purposes. 
Indeed,  this  unscrupulous  Vizier,  regardless  of  the  fact 
that  working  men  depend  for  their  very  existence 
upon  the  capitalists,  persuaded  the  Emperor,  besides 
numerous  other  unjust  taxes  on  capital,  to  put  on 
crushing  succession  duties,  so  that  whenever  a  capi- 
talist died  his  successor  was  so  impoverished  that  he 
liad  to  discharge  all  his  workmen,  causing  them  and 
their  families  to  die  of  starvation.  This  he  did  to 
gain  popularity  amongst  the  working  men,  who  were 
su])posed  to  be  so  stupid  that  they  would  only  be 
able  to  see  the  immediate  fact  that  the  capitalists 
Avere  taxed  instead  of  themselves,  l)ut  not  to  have 
intelligence  to  understand  tlie  ruinous  results  to  them- 
selves from  loss  of  wages,  and  to  their  country.  In 
fact  the  businesses  in  the  country  suftered  for  want  of 
capital  and  capitalists  to  carry  them  on;  enterprise  and 
industry  everywhere  were  crippled  or  driAen  to  other 
countries  where  capital  was  not  taxed  unjusth  ;  trade 
became  more  and  more  stagnant,  and,  worst  conse- 
quence of  all,  gradually  in  the  course  of  years,  the 
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mass  of  the  population,  being  unceasingly  treated  as 
objects  of  charity  by  the  Government,  and  managed 
and  meddled  with  as  if  they  were  children,  lost 
all  independent  energy  and  self-control :  the  unlittest 
instead  of  tlie  fittest,  survived ;  the  drunkards,  the 
imbeciles,  the  idle,  the  half-idiotic,  were  propped  up 
at  the  expense  of  the  better  moralled  ;  they  begot  the 
half-imbecile  people  drunkards  do  beget :  and  finally 
the  whole  working  class  lost  all  power  to  compete 
with  working  men  of  other  countries  ;  those  who 
l)ecame  soldiers  were  too  cowardly  to  fight ;  national 
disasters  followed  one  upon  another ;  and  at  length 
the  nation  sank  from  a  first-rate  to  a  sixth-rate  power, 
at  the  mercy  of  any  and  every  neighbour  that  might 
be  inclined  to  make  war  upon  them.  Indeed,  after 
a  time,  one  of  these  neighbouring  peoples  did  come, 
and  swept  the  miserable  creatures  from  off  the  face 
of  the  earth. 


THE  STRIVINGS  OF  THE  RADICALS 

TO  TAX    CAPITAL    UNJUSTLY,    AND    THUS 

DESTROY  YOUR  WAGE  FUND. 

The  livelihood  of  working  men  comes  from  the 
capital  of  capitalists.  Now,  the  Radicals  wage  war 
on,  and  try  to  prevent  the  formation  of  capital,  for 
the  good,  they  say,  of  working  men. 

Can  stupidity  be  carried  further  ? 

Radicalism  has  been  called  the  politics  of  social 
hate — hate  born  of  envy.    Now,  envy  is,  according  to 
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tlie  very  wise  man,  Bacon,  *'  the  special  quality  of  the 
Devil."  But  the  devilish  passions  are  called  the  extreme 
of  evil,  because,  say  men  of  science,  they  have  been 
observed  throughout  the  ages  to  cause  the  extreme  of 
misery  to  men  and  nations.  First,  take  private  life. 
It  is  undoubted  that  those  families  are  happiest  and 
most  prosperous  where  the  Christian  or  loving 
passions  reign,  whilst  the  members  of  families  where 
the  dial)olic  passions  of  envy  and  hatred  reign,  live 
miserable  lives,  and  end  by  going  to  the  dogs  in  all 
sorts  of  A\ays.  So  it  is  in  nations.  Take  France 
for  instance.  The  French  are  the  most  Radical,  or 
envy-and-hatred-ridden,  race  of  men  in  the  world. 
M.  Ville,  the  distinguished  French  writer  on  agricul- 
tural matters,  says  that  the  envy  and.  hatred  that  is 
'general  in  France  toAvards  superiority  in  wealth,  in 
talent,  in  character,  in  popularity,  and  in  everything, 
are  like  the  ferocity  of  wild  beasts.  Of  course,  the 
necessary  consequences  must  follow.  Cause  without 
consequences  is  impossible.  I  will  tell  you  some- 
thing about  these  consequences  in  France. 

A  hundred  years  ago,  in  France,  Radicalism,  or 
"  social  hate,"  made  laws  with  the  view  to  prevent 
the  creation  of  that  wealth  which  is  necessary 
to  save  nations  from  conquest  by  enemies,  and 
these  laws,  wliich  destroyed  people's  liberty  to^ 
leave  their  pnjperty  to  their  children  as  they  liked, 
were  so  successful  that  France  has  become  a  nation 
witli  a  dwindling  population,  helpless  as  sheep,  as  wc 
saw  a  few  years  ago,  when  invaded.  If  these  laws  had 
not  been  made,  France  would  now,  with  her  admirable 
soil  and  climate,  have  been  the  most  powerful  country  in 
Europe,  with  an  increasing  population  of  fifty  million s^ 
overflowing  ca  ery  year  into  prosperous  colonies.  x\t 
present  France  has  colonies,  but  they  are  unprosperoufi 
because  there  is  no1)odv  to  colonise  them.      If  wealth. 
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is  unjustly  taxed,  and  if  men  cannot  leave  it  by  will 
as  they  like,  the  chief  motives  for  making  it  are  taken 
away,  and  so  it  is  not  made.  Now,  our  English 
Radicals  and  Socialists  do  all  they  can  to  bring  Great 
Britain  down  to  the  same  state  as  France,  by  unjustly 
taxing  and  thence  preventing  the  creation  of  Avealth, 
every  penny  of  which  wealth  if  created  goes,  as  I 
have  told  you,  into  the  pockets  of  working  men,  and 
mthout  which  the  mass  of  them  would  starve. 
Indeed,  so  long  as  the  envy-ridden  Socialist-Radicals 
satisfy  their  hatred  of  people  who  are  richer  tlian 
themselves,  they  do  not  care  how  many  working  men 
with  their  families  starve  to  death.  The  Radicals 
aim  at  carrying  out  this  heartless  war  against  working 
men  in  various  ways.  One  is  to  put  on  such  large 
death  duties  that  in  a  few  years  properties,  say  in 
cotton  mills,  or  iron  works,  or  land,  will  cease  to 
exist,  and  the  working  men  employed  in  them  be 
dispersed  to  shift  as  they  can,  to  leave  the  country, 
to  starve,  or  to  die  in  work-houses.  This  taxation, 
of  course,  is  theft,  just  as  much  as  robbing  a  bank  : 
only  the  theft  being  national,  or  on  an  enormous 
scale,  the  punishment  that  follows  must  be  on  an 
enormous  or  national  scale,  as  we  see  in  France, 
All  injustice  in  the  matter  of  property  means 
theft,  direct  or  indirect.  In  France,  the  punish- 
ment for  the  gigantic  thieveries,  murderings,  and 
crimes  of  every  kind  during  the  great  Revolution 
have  been  going  on  for  a  hundred  years,  and  will 
never  cease  whilst  a  Frenchman  remains  on  the  earth. 
Punishment,  said  a  very  wise  man,  is  simply,  "the 
other  half  of  crime" — they  are  two  inseparable  parts 
of  one  thing. 

Taxing  wealth  unjustly  means,  as  J.  S.  Mill  truly 
said,  taxing  the  wealth-producing  and  wealth-pre- 
serving virtues,   such    as.  industry,  self-control,  fore- 
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sight,  etc.  Now,  to  tax  a  country's  virtues  means  ruin, 
inasmuch  as  the  prosperity  of  a  country  entirely 
depends  on  the  character  of  the  individual  people 
Avho  live  in  it.  All  nations  have  always  gone  down 
when  their  virtues  died  out.  The  best  French  writers 
say  that  this  time  of  decadence  or  gradual  dying  out 
has  come  to  France,  and  that  it  has  been  brought 
about  by  successful  Radicalism  or  Jacobinism.  Do 
vou  want  it  to  come  to  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  \ 
If  you  do,  you  will  no  doubt  vote  for  the  Kadical 
candidates  at  elections. 

It  is  no  use  your  trusting  Kadical  statesmen 
because  they  have  gained  great  names  for 
political  success,  for  there  are  both  good  and 
iDad  ways  of  gaining  temporary  success.  As  a 
statesman  grows  old  upon  jDolitical  jugglery,  all  his 
patriotism,  all  his  honesty,  all  his  higher  moral  and 
religious  facidties  will  often  gradually  die  out — he 
can  no  longer  distinguish  between  right  and  wrong, 
justice  and  injustice,  good  and  evil,  and  at  last 
nothing  is  left  in  his  old  age  but  an  intellect,  perhaps 
from  constant  use  sharper  in  the  blade  than  ever,  and 
a  tongue  that,  also  from  constant  use,  will  prove  black 
to  be  white  one  day  and  white  to  be  black  the  next, 
so  beautifully  that  most  who  hear  him  will  never 
suspect  that  he  is  really  all  the  time  telling  them 
nothing  but  thumping  lies.  But  every  lie  is  paid  for 
to  the  uttermost  farthing,  in  proportion  as  it  is  acted 
on.     There  is  no  escape. 

Capital  is  your  wage  fund.  Thus  rascally  Radical 
statesmen,  who  by  unjust  taxation  and  hatred- 
inspired  laws  diminish  and  drive  wealth  out  of  a 
country  by  destroying  the  motives  for  making  it, 
exactly  by  so  much  empty  your  pockets  of  wages. 
I  say  rascalhj  statesmen,  because  a  statesman 
who,    for    instance,     steals,    or    advocates    stealing 
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property  from  a  minority  who  have  few  votes, 
in  order  to  give  it  to  a  majority  of  men  who  have 
many  votes,  as  Radical  statesmen,  in  Radical-ridden 
countries  do,  is  a  rascal.  He  is  a  thief,  just  as  a 
pick-pocket  is  a  thief.  They  each  steal  money  to 
satisfy  their  selfish  desires.  The  desire  of  the  pick- 
pocket is  money.  The  desire  of  the  thieving  states- 
man is  votes.  The  sin  is  the  same  in  kind,  though 
the  latter  is  infinitely  greater  in  degree,  for  it  is  setting 
a  whole  nation  an  example  in  unrighteousness  and 
dishonesty,  thus  lowering  the  standard  of  righteous- 
ness throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  the  land. 
And  nothing  more  fatal  can  happen  to  the  prosperity 
of  a  nation  than  to  have  its  standard  of  righteous- 
ness lowered.  That  "  Righteousness  exalteth  a 
nation,"  is  a  very  old  truism. 

"Ownership  of  property,"  said  a  celebrated  French 
Socialist-Radical,  "  is  theft."  Thus  the  Radicals  strive 
to  return  towards  the  lives,  communistic  in  property 
and  women,  of  brute-like  savages  and  the  lower 
animals. — lives  of  criminality  as  they  are  called  in 
civilised  countries. 

When  property,  from  the  attacks  upon  it  of  Radi- 
cals, becomes  unsafe,  men  take  their  wealth  to  other 
countries,  where  it  is  not  unsafe,  enterprise  in  busi- 
ness ceases,  the  nation  becomes  too  poor  to  defend 
itself  when  war  comes,  and  another  community  of 
men  goes  the  way  of  communities  innumerable 
before  it.  One  nation  goes  up,  and  another,  when 
the  time  comes  for  successful  Radicalism,  or  the 
destruction  of  honesty  and  liberty,  goes  down. 
Nations  are  like  buckets  in  a  well.  No  country  worth 
invading  and  conquering  ever  was  or  ever  will  be  safe 
from  enemies.  The  French,  the  Russians,  and  all  the 
fighting  races  must  first  turn  Quakers,  which,  of  course, 
they  never  will  do.     Some  simple  people   seem   to 
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think  wars  will  cease,  but  they  are  foolish  people, 
ignorant  of  human  nature,  and  unable  to  construe 
the  teachings  and  facts  of  history.  In  all  legislation 
the  view  of  war  with  some  possible  foe  will  never  be 
left  out  of  sight  by  a  patriotic  statesman,  inasmuch 
as  such  wars  are  as  certain  to  come  from  time  to 
time  in  the  future,  as  the  sun  is  certain  to  rise  in  the 
future.  But  it  is  no  use  talking  of  patriotism  to 
Radicals,  for  it  is  a  thing  they  ridicule  and  revile  ; 
and  this,  of  course,  inasmuch  as  patriotism  is  a  noble 
passion. 

Says  Sir  Walter  Scott  : 

Lives  there  a  man  with  soul  so  dead, 

Who  never  to  himself  hath  said, 

This  is  my  own,  my  native  land  ; 

'Whose  heart  hath  ne'er  within  him  burned. 

As  home  his  footsteps  he  hath  turned, 

From  wandering  on  a  foreign  strand  ? 

If  such  there  be,  go  mark  him  well. 

For  him  no  minstrel  numbers  tell. 

Proud  though  his  title,  high  his  name. 

Boundless  his  wealth  as  wish  can  claim  ; 

The  wretch  concentred  all  in  self. 

Living,  shall  forfeit  fair  renown. 

And  doubly  dying,  shall  go  down 

To  the  vile  dust  from  whence  he  sprung, 

Unwept,  unhonoured,  and  unsung. 

I  am  sorry  to  say  that  in  these  days  there  live  many 
such  men,  with  dead  souls,  "  concentred  all  in  self." 
They  are  called  Radicals,  and  are  found  in  all  classes. 

jNIr.  Gladstone's  Government  refused  to  take  neces- 
sary measures  for  the  defence  of  the  country  till  they 
were  forced  to  attend  to  the  matter  by  the  outcry  of 
public  opinion.  Why  should  they  1  Defence  was 
only  for  the  idtimate  good  of  the  country.  All  they 
cared  for  was  immediate  political  gain  to  themselves, 
to  be  got  for  the  moment  by  stirring  up  "  social  hate  " 
between  "  classes  and  masses  ;"  what  may  be  called 
the  modern  Radical  statesman's  trump  card.  It  is 
like  stirring  up  bitter  war  betw^een  a  man's  lungs  and 
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his  liver.     Of  course   the   stirring  up,   if  successful, 
ends  in  the  death  of  both  man  and  nation. 

Amongst  the  thirty  or  forty  millions  of  people  in 
a  great  country,  there  are  only  a  comparatively  very 
few  (found  in  all  classes)  who  to  any  considerable 
degree  possess  the  combination  of  faculties  such  as 
self-control,  industry,  ambition,  ability,  foresight,  etc., 
that  is  required  for  creating  that  wealth  which,  as  I 
say,  is  necessary  to  save  a  people  from  invasion  and' 
conquest.  Thus  it  is  evident  that  the  part  of  Govern- 
ments and  of  everybody  who  is  not  a  fool  or  worse  is 
to  encourage,  in  every  possible  way,  this  creation  of 
wealth  by  rewarding  the  makers  of  it  and  rendering  it 
safe  when  made.  Instead  of  this  the  Radicals  do  just 
the  contrary. 

In  standing  up  for  the  wealth-producing  virtues, 
we  must  not  forget  that  there  are  certain  Christian 
graces  and  spiritual  states,  reached  by  a  very  few, 
that  are  far  higher.  Still  the  wealth-producing  vir- 
tues and  qualities,  such  as  industry,  energy,  self-con- 
trol, honesty  in  the  observance  of  contracts  or'  solemn 
promises,  sacrificing  the  sense-pleasure  of  the  moment 
to  the  future,  invention,  genius,  organising  faculty, 
etc.,  etc.,  are  very  great  ones,  and  in  combination 
rare,  so  they  should,  as  I  say,  be  encouraged  in  every 
possible  manner.  The  Conservative  aims  at  their 
encouragement.  The  Radical  aims  at  their  dis- 
couragement with  such  success  that  they  bring 
nations  to  ruin. 

I  repeat,  again  and  again,  that  if  you  do  not  want 
your  country  to  be  some  day  invaded,  and  your 
villages  filled  with  French  and  Russian  soldiers, 
plundering  your  goods  and  insulting  your  wives  and 
daughters,  you  will  steadily  and  perseveringly  give 
your  votes  against  the  Radical  candidates  at  elec- 
tions. 
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A  page  or  two  back  I  spoke  of  rascalhj  statesmen 
■who  make  tliieving  laws  for  the  satisfaction  of  selfish 
desires.  It  is  possible  that  some  people  may  be  so 
puzzle-headed  that  they  cannot  see  the  rascality 
and  wickedness,  because  the  statesman  does  not 
liimself  commit  the  theft  with  his  o^^^l  hands. 
80  I  will  help  them  to  understand  by  means  of  a 
parable. 

In  a  far  distant  land  the  business  of  a  certain  rich 
man  was  managed  by  a  steward.  Next  in  authority  to 
him  was  liis  foreman.  This  man  said  to  himself,  "  If 
the  steward  were  to  die  I  should  be  put  into  his  place  ; 
my  salary  would  be  as  his  salary,  and  my  power 
would  be  as  his  power."  So  he  called  together  ten 
of  the  labourers,  and  said  to  them,  "  If  ever  I  should 
come  into  the  place  of  the  stewjlrd  you  shall  have 
higher  wages  than  you  now  have  ;  you  shall  work 
but  six  hours  (or  only  three  if  such  is  your  wdsh)  out 
of  the  twenty-four  ;  your  children  will  eat  the  flesh  of 
pig  every  day,  and  it  will  be  exceeding  better  for  thee 
and  thine  than  it  is  now."  The  foreman  had  a  silvery 
tougue,  his  guile  was  as  the  guile  of  the  serpent,  and 
his  words,  full  of  well-acted  emotions  of  pity  and 
benevolence,  flowed  in  such  persuasive  torrents  from 
his  mouth  tliat  his  hearers  were  like  unto  potter's 
clay  that  is  moulded  as  the  potter  willeth. 
Then  these  ten  men  went  forth  and  killed  the 
steward.  When  the  master  learned  these  things  he 
sent  and  had  these  murderers  seized,  and  when  they 
were  brought  before  him,  he  said  unto  them, 
"  Forasmucli  as  ye  have  committed  this  great 
wickedness,  each  one  of  you,  after  being  beaten 
with  twenty  stripes,  shall  be  hanged  on  gallows  fif- 
teen cul)its  high."  Then  lie  turned  to  the  foreman 
and  said  unto  him,  "  Forasmuch  as  thou  wast  the 
cause  and  originator  of  this  crime,  and   thy  wicked- 
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ness  being  thence  five  times  greater  than  the 
wickedness  of  each  of  these  ten  men,  thou  shalt, 
after  having  been  beaten  with  one  hundred  stripes, 
be  hanged  on  gallows  seventy-five  cubits  high."  And 
thus  it  was  done. 

AVickedness  is  in  the  heart,  as  the  great  Teacher 
tells  us,  not  in  the  hands ;  and  no  foolish  laws  made 
by  any  number  of  foolish  men  can  make  wickedness 
right,  nor  lessen  by  one  jot  the  punishment  that 
forms  its  "  other  half."  To  say,  as  the  silly  Radicals 
do,  that  men  by  their  laws  can  make  morality  as 
they  like,  is  saying  that  men  by  their  laws  can  make 
mustard  taste  like  sugar,  all  drunkards  happy  and 
prosperous,  and  all  sober  men  die  of  delirium 
tremens.  Morality  is  ready-made  for  man  by  the 
eternal  laws  of  God  and  Nature. 


RADICAL-SOCIALISM 

MEANS  IRRELIGIOUSNESS,  AND  THENCE 

UNRIGHTEOUSNESS. 

Socialist-Radicals  are  proverbially,  as  a  rule, 
materialists  and  atheists.  "  Modern  Socialism,"  says 
M.  de  Lavaleye,  "  is  atheistic  and  hostile  to  religion." 

Do  you  think  that  religions  of  every  kind,  and 
morality  are  folly  %  Heine,  a  great  writer,  says 
that  religion  and  morality  are  "  ham  and  bacon  " — 
the  same  thing,  in  fact ;  that  there  cannot  be,  as  men 
are  made,  general  morality  without  religion.  But 
morality  and  honesty,  says  that  good  writer,  Matthew 
Arnold,  are  absolutely  essential  to  the  existence  of 
countries.      Rome,  Greece,  Babylon,  he  says,  all  th© 
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old  civilizations,  down  they  toppled  like  so  many 
rotten  ninepins,  from  want  of  morality  and  honesty. 
Do  you  wish  England  to  topple  down  like  the 
rotten  ninepins,  Home,  Greece,  and  Babylon  X  If  you 
do,  you  will  no  doubt  vote  for  the  Radical.  "  Man 
alone,"  says  Goethe,  "  is  a  religious  animal ;  and 
those  who  would  degrade  his  nature  to  that  of  brutes, 
begin  by  extinguishing  in  him  the  sense  of  religion." 
But  this  is  just  what  many  lladicals  and  Jacobins 
pass  their  lives  trying  to  do.  We  see  in  France 
what  this  comes  to.  So,  too,  in  England  the 
Socialist-Eadicals  want  to  do  away  with  the 
parsons.  How  much  good  would  that  do  %  Is 
the  parson  of  no  use  to  you  I  lie  is  generally 
a  well-educated  man.  Does  he  never  give  you 
any  good  advice  when  you  are  in  some  diffi- 
culty \  What,  never  ■?  Does  he  never  gi\'e  you 
a  job  in  his  garden  when  you  are  out  of  work  ? 
What,  never  ]  Does  he  never  visit  you  when  you  are 
sick  X  What,  never  %  Does  his  wife  never  help  yours 
in  any  way  when  she  has  a  sick  child  X  What, 
never  \  Well,  if  all  this  is  true,  and  it  may  be  true, 
for  there  is  a  black  sheep  or  two  in  all  flocks,  vote 
for  the  Badical,  and  he  will  do  away  not  only  with 
your  parson,  but  with  all  parsons.  But  if  you  think 
a  kind,  well-educated  man  in  a  parish  a  good  thing, 
I  think  you  will  vote  for  the  Conservative. 

But  perhaps  you  are  Wesleyans.  Well,  is  your 
parish  so  small  that  there  is  not  room  for  two  good 
men  helping  you  to  live  sober,  honest,  decent,  orderly, 
temperate  and  clean  lives  \  To  be  sure,  the  buildings 
in  which  these  good  men  try  to  help  you  with  tlieir 
advice  are  called  by  two  different  names,  "•  Church" 
and  "  Chapel."  But  if  the  advice  is  good  what  does 
that  matter  X  If  parsons  and  ministers  teach 
nothing  but  evil,  pack  them  off  by  all  means.     But 
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I   myself  think  that,  as  a  rule,  they  teach   nothing 
but  good. 

Genuine  Radicalism  hates  parsons :  first,  because 
the  parsons  believe  in  Almighty  God  ;  secondly, 
because  they  believe  that  "  righteousness  exalteth  a 
nation,  and  sin  is  the  destruction  of  a  people." 

A  French  Jacobin,  an  English  Radical,  and  a 
Socialist,  all  mean,  as  a  rule,  the  same  godless  people, 
who,  as  I  say,  hate  parsons  for  being  opposed  to  irre 
ligiousness,  unrighteousness,  dishonesty,  plunder  and 
Revolution.  AYhat  do  you  think  a  French  Radical  Par- 
liament once  did  ?  I'll  tell  you.  They  brought  in  a 
Bill  to  abolish  Almighty  God,  and  they  passed  the 
Rill.  But  men  and  women  must  look  up  to  some- 
thing, so  they  set  up  what  they  called  the  Goddess 
"  Reason"  to  worship  instead.  And  what  does 
"  reason"  mean  %  It  means  a  talent  for  math- 
ematics and  lawyers'  logic-chopping.  Thus,  instead 
of  worshipping  the  good  God  who  fills  worlds  with 
joy,  men  and  women  were  to  adore  mathematics  and 
logic.  They  might  as  well  tell  men  to  fall  down  on 
their  knees  and  worship  an  equilateral  triangle  or  a 
lawyer's  wig.  Still,  if  this  is  your  idea  of  religion,  I 
advise  you  to  vote  at  the  coming  election  for  the 
Radical  or  Socialist  candidate.  At  any  rate  you 
may  get  Revolution,  and  Anarchy  if  that's  what  you 
want. 

Radicalism,  Socialism,  and  French  Jacobinism, 
mean  the  politics  of  envy,  hate,  destruction,  irreligion, 
dishonesty  and  theft.  Indeed,  where  there  is  ir- 
religion the  others  follow.  AVithout  religion  men 
would  become  again  idle,  filthy,  thieving,  murder- 
ing savages.  Knowing  this,  good  men  in  all 
times  have  given  money,  each  to  his  district,  for 
religious  purposes,  that  is,  for  the  building  of 
churches,  for  ensuring  the  presence  in  all  parishes  of 
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educated  men  qualified  to  give  religious  instruction, 
and  to  help  you  in  every  way  to  live  sober,  honest, 
and  temj)erate,  and  therefore  prosperous  and  happy 
lives  ;  and  all  this  without  one  penny  cost  to  you 
working  men.  I  say  "  yon  working  men,"  for  rich 
men  could  afford  to  pay  for  means  of  worshipping 
God,  even  if  there  were  no  Church  endowments. 
Thus  it  is  specially  the  Avorking  men's  question,  and 
the  endowments  of  the  Church  may  be  looked  upon 
as  property  that  has  from  time  to  time  been  given  for 
tlie  use  of  you  working  men.  AA'ell,  the  Kadicals, 
Jacobins,  and  Socialists,  in  their  hatred  of  religion, 
and  thence  in  their  hatred  of  morality  and  civilisation, 
aim,  by  discndowment,  at  stealing  all  these  rights  of 
property  from  you. 

I  repeat  that  you,  the  working  men  of  England, 
have  now,  as  a  right,  and /or  not/nuf/,  in  all  parishes, 
cluirches,  religious  instruction,  religious  worship,  and 
the  presence  of  educated  men  to  help  you  in  all  sorts  of 
ways.  Radicals  often  tell  you  that  the  Church  endow- 
ments are  paid  by  the  State.  But  when  they  tell  you 
so.  they  lie. 

If  the  Church  endowments  are  stolen  by  the 
State,  how  about  Wesleyan  endowments  ]  Will 
not  they  be  stolen  too  ]  Surely  the  property  of  one 
religious  community  cannot  be  stolen,  and  the  pro- 
])erty  of  other  religious  communities  remain  safe  ! 


THE  GODLESS  BOARD  SCHOOLS. 

The  Radical,  or  Jac()])in,  as  he  is  called  in  France, 
is  tlie  same  all  the  world  over.  In  France,  his  aim 
has  for  years  been  to  drive  all  religious  instruction 
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from  the  schools.  It  is  the  same  in  England.  The 
Radicals'  rabid  hatred  of  religion  is  such  that  they  do 
all  they  can  to  ruin  schools  where  religious  instruc- 
tion is  given,  and  so  get  their  places  taken  by  Board 
Schools.  No  doubt  you  know  that  the  whole  system 
of  Board  Schools  has  been  a  system  of  jobbery,  scamped 
work  and  extravagance,  all  the  extravagance  increas- 
ing rates  and  lessening  your  wages  indirectly  in  pro- 
portion. To  ruin  your  Church  Schools  in  order  to 
substitute  the  godless  Board  Schools,  is,  I  repeat, 
the  aim  of  the  Radicals,  and  their  contrivances  with 
this  view  are  endless.  Not  long  ago,  Mr.  Gladstone 
being  Prime  Minister,  a  village  school  was  found  so 
perfect  that  the  poor  inspectors  were  hard  put  to  it 
to  find  further  expenditure  to  order.  At  length  they 
issued  an  edict  that  another  door  was  to  be  made,  so 
that  there  might  be  one  for  the  boys  and  another  for 
the  girls.  Nothing  so  ludicrous  has  been  done  since 
a  certain  genius  made  two  holes  in  liis  door,  one  for 
the  cat  and  another  for  it's  kitten. 

Those  of  you  who  think  religious  instruction  to  be 
folly,  and  that  extravagance  is  of  no  consequence, 
will,  no  doubt,  vote  for  the  Radical  candidates  at 
elections. 

Governments  have  to  undertake  some  things. 
But  whatever  they  do  undertake  is  accompanied 
with  jobbery,  scamped  work,  and  extravagance,  be- 
cause there  is  no  one  sufficiently  interested  in  the 
matter  to  keep  down  these  things. 


CHARrrABLE  BEQUESTS. 

Good    men    liave    from    time    immemorial    given 
occasionally  to  parishes  sums  of  money  for  charitable 
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and  religious  purposes.  Now  what  do  you  tliiuk  the 
godless  Radicals  and  Socialists  want  to  do  with  these 
sums  of  money  ^  I  will  tell  you.  They  want  to  give 
power  to  the  Parish  Council  of  the  moment  in  each 
parish  to  take  this  money  and  do  what  they  like  with 
it.  To  give  an  instance.  A  man,  a  hundred  years  ago, 
left  by  will  fifty  pounds  a  year  to  be  spent  in  buying 
coals  for  the  poor  widows  of  a  large  parish.  Now 
the  Radicals  want  to  give  the  Parish  Council  power,  in 
the  teeth  of  the  bequeather's  intentions,  in  the  teeth 
of  the  law  of  the  land,  and  in  the  teeth  of  the  law  of 
God,  which  says,  "'TJiou  shalt  not  steal,"  to  take  this 
money  from  the  poor  widows,  and  turn  it  to  any 
other  purpose  they  like.  A  good  man  builds  a 
church  or  a  chapel  and  bequeaths  it  to  the 
parish  for  the  worship  of  God.  After  a  time 
a  village  Council,  with  a  majority  of  "  Godless " 
Radicals  (to  use  the  proverbial  expression)  decrees 
that  the  church  or  chapel  is  no  longer  to  be  used  for 
the  worship  of  God,  according  to  the  intention  of  the 
bequeather,  but  is  to  be  turned  into  a  dancing  and 
music-hall.  If  tlie  Radicals  and  Socialists  get  their 
way,  nobody  will  ever  again  leave  anything  by  will 
for  the  good  of  any  parish,  or  pay  a  farthing  for  the 
building  of  churches  and  chapels.  Nobody  who  is 
not  a  born  fool  will  ever  leave  money,  or  land,  or 
property,  for  any  charitable  or  religious  purposes,  if 
they  know  that  there  is  no  chance  of  their  intentions 
being  carried  out.  Those  of  vou  who  think  these 
consequences  right  and  expedient,  will,  I  have  no 
doubt,  vote  for  the  Radical  and  Socialist  candidates. 
But  I  think  most  of  you  will  know  better. 


60  Hints  for  Political  Leaflets. 


CONTRAST   BETWEEN    ENGLISH  IDEAS 
AND  FRENCH   RADICAL  IDEAS. 

Political  speakers  do  not  make  sufficient  use  of  the 
figure  of  speech  called  "  contrast."  They  state  their 
own  opinions,  but  do  not  bring  out  their  full  force, 
for  want  of  contrasting  them,  each  in  its  place,  with 
the  opinions  of  the  opposite  party,  and  telling  the 
hearers  tliat  what  they  have  to  do  is  to  choose 
between  them.  I  will  gi^e  one  or  two  instances  of 
my  meaning. 

If  I  were  addressing  a  meeting,  I  would  first  point 
out  some  general  contrasts  between  the  nature  of  the 
Socialist-Radical  or  French- Celtic  mind  and  the 
nature  of  the  English  mind.  I  should,  perhaps,  say, 
"  A  Conservative  means  a  man  with  English  ideas  ;  a 
Socialist-Radical  means  a  man  with  French  ideas.  Of 
all  words,  an  Englishman's  favourite  word  is  '  Liberty.' 
Of  all  words,  a  Celtic-Radical's  favourite  word  is 
'  Compulsion.'  He  is  for  government  meddling  and 
repression  of  liberty  everywhere.  Those  of  you  who 
wish  to  be  governed  by  our  French-type  politicians, 
wlio  hate  liberty,  will,  no  doubt,  vote  for  the 
Radical.  Tliose  of  you  who  wish  to  be  governed 
by  men  Avho  liate  undue  despotic  interference  with 
liberty,  will,  no  doubt,  vote  for  the  Conservative 
candidate." 

Then    I    Avould    say,     "  Wliat    is    the    difference 
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between  the  Liberal-Conservative's  ideas  and  the 
Socialist-Kadical's  ideas  about  property  ?  I  will 
tell  you.  The  Radical  thinks  that  when  a  man 
has  saved  a  bit  of  money,  and  bought  an  acre  of  land 
or  a  shop,  it  is  not  to  be  entirely  his  property,  and 
not  to  be  managed  by  himself.  lie  is  not  to  let  his 
acre  of  land  for  what  he  can  get,  but  the  rent  is  to  be 
fixed  by  some  despotic  governing  power  of  the  dis- 
trict, as  used  to  be  done  in  the  barbarous  feudal 
times.  When  once  let,  lie  is  never  to  get  it  into  his 
own  hands  again,  for  that  would  mean  eviction  :  and 
instead  of  having  the  power  to  leave  it  by  will  when 
he  dies,  as  he  likes,  the  acre  is  to  be  sold,  as  is  done 
in  lladical  France,  and  the  money  distributed  amongst 
the  relations,  according  to  whatever  plan  happens  to 
be  the  fancy  of  the  government.  In  France,  at  the 
present  time,  the  money  is  compulsorily  divided 
among  the  children  equally  ;  that  is  to  say,  that  if  a 
man  has  two  sons,  one  steady  and  the  other  a  drunk- 
ard, the  latter  gets  half  the  money,  though  he  is 
certain  to  drink  it  all  away  in  a  month. 

"Now,  what  is  the  view  of  property  held  by  English 
Conservatives.  The  Conservative  thinks  that  when  a 
man  buys  an  acre  of  land  or  a  shop,  it  ought  to  be- 
long entirely  to  him,  and  that  he  ought  to  have  per- 
fect liberty  to  manage  it  as  he  likes,  to  work  it  him- 
self, to  let  it,  to  take  it  into  his  own  hands 
again,  and  to  leave  it  by  will  at  his  death  exactly 
as  he  chooses.  Now  it  rests  with  you  to  decide  and 
vote  according  as  you  think  the  English  Conserva- 
tive's view  is  best,  or  the  French  Socialist-Radical's 
vzew." 

In  the  same  way  I  would  treat  all  party  questions 
that  could  be  so  treated.  Very  many  of  them  can  be 
resolved  into  contrasts  between  the  English  honesty, 
independence   and  love  of    liberty,    and   the    Celtic 
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hatred  of  liberty  and  love  of  meddling  despotism, 
compulsion,  and  tyranny. 

It  cannot  be  too  often  repeated  that  the  aim  of  our 
Radicals  and  Socialists  is  to  drill  and  organise  all 
Englishmen  as  if  they  were  Frenchmen,  and  to 
destroy  that  manliness,  love  of  liberty,  independence 
and  self-help,  which  the  great  German  poet,  Goethe, 
admired  so  much  in  Englishmen. 

All  the  foolish,  weak,  cowardly,  lazy,  vicious, 
envious  people  everywhere  are  always  crying  out, 
"  Oh,  do  make  laws  to  prevent  active,  industrious, 
honest,  sober  people  from  getting  on  better  than  we 
do  !  We  do  like  drinking  and  idleness  so  much,  and 
it  is  so  very  much  trouble  looking  forward  beyond  the 
present  moment,  and  it  is  so  very  unpleasant  seeing 
other  people  better  dressed  and  cleaner  than  we  are ; 
do  make  laws  that  will  make  everybody  as  dirty  and 
idle  as  we  are,  etc. !  "  And  the  aim  of  our  French- 
type  Socialist-Radicals  of  the  day  is  to  make  these 
liberty-destroying,  meddling  laws  without  end. 

Mirabeau,  in  France,  called  the  "  fureur  de  gouver- 
ner"  the  worst  malady  of  modern  times.  Are  we 
coming  to  the  same  thing  in  England  ? 


THE  PERNICIOUS  FORM   OF   INCOME    TAX 
CALLED  DEATH  DUTIES. 

The  Radicals  love  heavy  death  duties.  This  is  a 
very  bad  form  of  income  tax,  and  one  that  sometimes 
comes  cruelly  upon  working  people. 
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A  man  with  a  large  establishment  or  business  dies. 
His  successor  has  so  great  a  death-duty  to  pay  that 
he  has  to  suddenly  reduce  his  establishment  or 
business.  Old  servants  who  have  been  thirty  years, 
perhaps,  on  the  place  have  to  leave  and  find  other 
situations  if  they  can,  whilst  old  pensioners,  kept  on 
from  charity,  must  go  to  the  workhouse  or  die. 
Besides  this,  the  business  is  more  or  less  crippled  and 
men  thrown  out  of  work. 

If  a  Government  wants  more  income  tax  let  them 
put  it  on  in  the  usual  way.  But  no,  that  would  not 
cause  misery  enough.  There  would  be  no  sudden 
cliange,  loss  or  injury  to  anybody.  But  nature  hates 
sudden  and  violent  changes,  for  they  always  cause 
misery.  Thus  continuity  should  be  aimed  at,  and 
where  reforms  are  required,  they  should  be  made 
gradually.  Nearly  all  nature's  doings  are  gradual, 
except  earthquakes,  and  they  cause  infinite  misery. 
But  Radicals  only  imitate  nature  in  this  exception  to 
her  doings,  and  they,  too,  cause  infinite  misery. 

The  prosperity  of  a  country  depends  on  the  pros- 
perity of  its  businesses.  Therefore,  a  Government 
ought  to  encourage  this  prosperity  in  every  possible 
way,  instead  of  crippling  and  destroying  the  continuity 
of  every  business  whenever  a  death  takes  place. 

In  France,  businesses  are  broken  up  and  come  to 
an  end  at  the  death  of  the  owner,  to  the  enormous 
loss  of  prosperity  and  riches.  This  is  done  in  order 
to  bring  about  equality.  But  in  these  days  great 
riches  are  necessary  to  render  a  country  that  is  worth 
invading  safe  from  conquest.  As  we  saw  a  few  years 
ago,  France  is  not  safe  from  invasion  and  conquest. 
If  you  don't  take  care  the  Radicals  will  succeed  in 
turning  you  all  into  Frenchmen. 

If  you  want  to  lose  your  employment  on  the  death 
of  your  employers,  you  had  better  vote  for  the  Radical 
candidates. 
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SOCIALISTS,  COMMUNISTS  AND   EADICALS. 

The  remedy  against  Radical-Socialism  is  Conser- 
vatism, which  wants  to  preserve  what  is  good  and 
reform  what  is  bad.  Socialism  and  Radicalism  want 
to  destroy.  Mr.  Gladstone  has  done  good  work 
in  his  life,  but  now  he  is  a  very  old  man,  and  though 
he  still  has  strength  and  eloquence  for  his  age,  he 
has  lost  much  of  his  power  of  mind,  as  was  proveil 
by  his  encouraging  Revolution  and  destroying  liberty 
in  Ireland,  and  his  reactionary  and  despotic,  or 
socialistic,  feudal  and  communistic  legislation  in 
that  country,  contrary  to  the  progress-loving  and 
liberty-loving  principles  of  his  whole  life.  The 
Radicals  dread  Mr.  Gladstone  retiring  into  private 
life,  and  thus  losing  his  name,  and  his  popularity,  so 
they  flatter  the  poor  old  man  up  to  the  eyes.  Sharp 
rogues,  the  Radicals  !  But  mind  you  do  not  despise 
this  sharpness  and  cunning.  It  has  ruined  Nations 
and  caused  infinite  misery.  In  the  coming  days  it 
will  require  all  the  wisdom  of  the  wise  and  the 
honesty  of  the  honest  to  counteract  it,  and  thus  stave 
off  miserable  disaster  to  the  Nation. 

Bishop  Magee  says  that  the  word  "  cunning"  means 
sharpness  of  wits  or  intellect,  without  moral  qualities. 
As  soon  as  you  got  votes,  up  jumped  our  French-type 
Socialist-Radical  politicians  and  set  to  work  to  bribe 
you  with  promises,  and  bamboozle  you  with  lies. 
The    Socialist-Radicals,    whenever    the    suffrage    is 
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■widened,  always  tliiiik ,  "  Now  is  our  time  ;  ^^•e  cau 
easily  persuade  the  new  ignorant  voters  that  socialism 
is  right,  liberty  wrong,  lionesty  no  better  than  dis- 
honesty, religion  than  superstition,  that  morality  is 
nonsense,  and  patriotism  absurd."  And  yet  does  it 
never  occur  to  you,  you  poor  rogues,  that  possibly  the 
new  Aoters  may  not  be  fools  and  may  not  be  rogues  \ 
I  do  believe  it  never  does.  "  Wisdom  and  goodness 
to  tlie  vile  seem  vile."  They  do  not  believe  in  such 
things.  Just  as  "  to  the  pure  all  things  are  pure," 
so  to  the  rogue  all  men  are  rogues. 

People  talk  of  the  criminal  class  as  the  dangerous 
class,  but  there  is  no  man  so  dangerous  to  a  com- 
munity as  the  clever,  eloquent  Radical-Socialist,  of  the 
envious  or  malevolent  class,  who,  whetlier  inspired 
by  greed,  class  hatred,  or  ambition,  goes  to  and  fro 
upon  the  earth,  stirring  up  strife  between  classes, 
sometimes  causing  civil  wars,  and  ever  ready,  at  a 
moment's  notice,  to  pour  out,  with  fire  in  his  eye 
and  liis  tongue  in  his  cheek,  lies  without  end  and 
number. 

"  Conservatism,"  says  Mr.  IMallock,  "  means  pat- 
riotism, loyalty  to  the  Constitution,  and  loyalty  of 
■class  to  class."  lladical-Socialism,  or  the  opposite 
to  Conservatism,  of  course  means  the  opposite  to 
these  things — that  is,  tearing  every  existing  thing  u]3 
by  the  roots,  and  destroying  patriotism,  loyalty  and 
the  harmony  between  the  classes  that,  if  they  wish  to 
prosper  must  exist  in  all  countries  above  the  low^est 
brute-like  savagery,  where  there  are  no  classes.  The 
British  elector  will  have  to  make  up  his  mind  between 
the  two.  The  Socialist-Radical  wants  destruction — 
destruction  of  Religion,  of  the  Throne,  of  a  second 
House  of  Parliament,  and  of  property  in  all  forms, 
together  with  repudiation  of  the  National  Debt. 
There  seems  to  be  no  amount  of  national  rascality  at 
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which  the  tliorough-going  lladical-Socialist  of  Plenrj^ 
George's  school  would  stick, 

A  speech  was  delivered  in  1883,  by  INIr.  Jelly,  a 
Northampton  elector,  who  professed  to  glory  in 
*' black  Radicalism."  The  close  of  the  speech,  as 
reported,  was  as  follows  : — "  I  would  sweep  'em  all 
aAvay — Church,  Queen,  nobility,  squires,  parsons, 
farmers,  publicans  and  sinners,  and  all  the  riff-raff 
that  follow  in  their  train.  iJoivn  with  the  Churchy 
and  vp  with  the  Devil ! "'  We  are  told  that  this^ 
effort  of  oratory  was  cheered  to  the  echo  by  the 
Radical  audience.  "  Down  with  the  Church,  and  up 
with  the  Devil !  "  is  a  charmingly  pithy  and  appro- 
priate motto  for  all  such  people.  In  other  words, 
down  with  what  INIr.  Matthew  Arnold  calls  "  institu- 
tions for  the  advancement  of  righteousness,"  and  up 
Avith  all  e^"il  and  wickedness.  No  wonder  that 
Radicalism  ruins  civilised  communities.  "  Down  Avith 
churches,  bishops,  kings,  queens,  judges,  law- 
officers,  etc.,  and  up  with  the  Devil !  "  All  the 
former  to  be  done  away  with,  because  they  are  opposed 
to  the  latter.  Admirers  of  the  Devil — that  is  lovers 
of  evil — are  undoubtedly  right,  from  their  point  of 
view,  in  Avishing  to  do  away  Avith  all  people  and  things 
that  are  on  the  side  of  order  and  righteousness,  and 
opposed  to  dishonesty,  disorder,  rcAolution,  AA'icked- 
ness  and  A'ice. 


THE  HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

]Jo  you  knoAv  the  Parliamentary  history  of  1893  ? 
Avill  tell  vou.       Mr.  Gladstone's  Radical-Socialist 
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Government  spent  the  whole  Session  bringing  for- 
ward measures  that  they  knew  the  House  of  Lords 
could  not,  in  common  honesty,  common  patriotism, 
and  common  regard  for  liberty,  agree  to  ;  and  this 
tliey  did  in  order  to  get  up  a  cry,  at  the  next  election, 
of  <loir)i  with  tl/e  House  of  Lords,  and  thus  gain 
votes.  As  Mr.  A. 'Balfour  puts  it,  "  the  Government 
preferred  getting  up  quarrels  with  the  House  of 
Lords  to  ameliorating  the  condition  of  the  working 
class."  Now  will  you  be  taken  in  by  this  trick  I  I 
suspect  you  are  a  bit  too  sharp. 

A  House  of  Lords  of  some  sort  is  considered 
necessary  in  all  civilised  countries,  as  a  check  upon 
hasty,  dishonest,  and  disastrous  legislation.  The 
American  House  of  Lords  is  called  The  Senate.  It, 
together  with  the  President,  throws  out  hundreds  of 
foolish  and  dishonest  bills  passed  by  their  House  of 
Commons  ;  and  thus  the  Lhiited  States  has  hitherto 
been  saved  from  much  ruinous  disaster. 

I  will  give  you  one  instance  of  the  House  of 
Lords'  disagreement  with  proposals  of  the  House  of 
Commons. 

Mr.  Gladstone's  Socialist-Radical  House  of  Com- 
mons, in  its  hatred  of  liberty,  or  in  other  words, 
Avorship  of  compulsion  and  slavery,  passed  a  bill  de- 
stroying the  working  man's  liberty  to  insure  himself 
against  accidents  in  Insurance  Societies  as  he  liked. 
Of  course  the  House  of  Lords  could  not  agree  to  this 
tyrannical  law. 

I  have  just  used  the  term,  "  worship  of  slavery." 
You  know  Herbert  Spencer,  the  greatest  writer 
of  the  day  on  political  questions,  calls  Radical- 
Socialism,  the  coming  slavery ;  and  another  great 
writer,  Mr.  Goldwin  Smith,  writes  about  what  he 
calls  the  coming  re  volution,  at  which  the  Radical- 
Socialist  party  aims.     Still  is  slavery  coming  ;  and  is 
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revolution  coming  \  I  suspect  you,  by  your  votes, 
will  stop  these  things  on  their  way.  You  know,  du- 
ring the  great  French  Revolution,  people  of  the  work- 
ing class  died  by  millions  from  starvation  for  want  of 
wages.  This  is  always  the  case  at  revolutions.  All 
people  suffer,  but  the  working  classes  die  Avholesale. 
How  can  any  working  man  be  so  simple  as  to  vote 
for  the  silly  Radicals  and  Socialists  who  say  that  they 
aim  at  the  good  of  working  men,  and  in  the  same 
breath  that  the  riches  upon  which  the  working  men 
depend  for  wages  and  escape  from  starvation  are 
to  be  destroyed  or  lessened  without  limit.  There 
are  all  sorts  of  stupidity,  but,  perhaps,  none  equals 
the  stupidity  that  is  caused  by  envy,  hatred,  and 
covetousness,  the  ruling  passions  of  destructive 
Radicalism. 

The  Parish  Council  Bill  was  passed  during  the 
Session  of  1893,  because  the  Conservative  Party  and 
the  Radical  Party  were  united  in  passing  it.  The 
Measure  was  not  a  Party  one. 

The  Radical-Socialist  Party  want  to  sweep  away 
the  Second  Chamber  or  House  of  Lords,  as  it  is 
called  in  England,  so  that  there  may  be  no  check 
upon  their  revolutionary  strivings.  The  sensible  Con- 
servatives, whilst  wishing  to  preserve  a  Second 
Chamber,  aim  at  altering  the  constitution  of  it  to 
suit  the  times.  Thus,  whilst  the  election  cry  of  the 
Radicals,  who  want  to  destroy  all  checks  upon  their 
revolutionary  legislation,  will  be  down  ivith  the  House 
of  Loirls,  the  election  cry  of  the  Conservatives  ought 
to  be  Beform  of  the  House  of  Lords. 
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PATIIIOTISM. 

"  Conservatism,"  says  Mr.  Mallock,  "  means  patri- 
otism," or  love  of  one's  country,  a  very  noble  passion. 
Thus  Kadicalism  means  the  negation  of  this  noble 
passion.  Patriotism,  says  the  Kadical,  is  nationally 
what  scltisliness  is  individually.  "  15ut  this,"  says 
Puskin,  '•  is  the  eternally  damned  modern  view  of 
the  matter."  Sir  Walter  Scott  calls  the  man  without 
patriotism  "  a  wretch  concentred  all  in  self."  Every 
nation  in  which  there  is  no  patriotism  becomes  con- 
(piered  sooner  or  later  by  some  nation  which  has 
patriotism.  Indeed,  every  nation  that  exists,  exists 
because  it  has  had  patriotism,  the  most  patriotic 
peoples  having-  survived  in  the  struggle  of  life  that 
for  ever  lias  gone  on  between  nations,  and  that  will 
ever  become  keener  and  keener. 

Radicals  not  only  ridicule  patriotism,  but  they 
prefer  the  welfare  of  some  country  like  France  to 
that  of  their  own,  if  that  country's  institutions  are 
more  in  accordance  with  tlieir  own  ideas.  Tlius,  if 
you  elect  the  Padical  you  must  not  be  surprised  if 
some  day  you  see  every  English  interest  in  the  world 
sacrificed  to  French  interests.  Indeed,  although 
France  is  continually  increasing  her  army  and  navy, 
witli  tlie  view  to  l)ecoming  powerful  enougli  to  wage 
war  on  (Treat  liritain,  the  lladicals  resist  tooth  and 
nail  putting  our  navy  on  a  safe  footing.  Do  you 
want  to  be  invaded   bv   the   French  some   dav,  your 
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villages  full  of  French  soldiers,  your  wives  and 
daughters  insulted,  and  all  your  goods  stolen  from 
you  \  If  you  do,  you  had  better  vote  for  the  Radical 
candidates. 

The  reason  our  revolutionary  Radicals  love  France 
is,  that  of  all  the  civilised  nations  France  has  got 
lowest  down  in  the  direction  of  Socialism,  Com- 
munism and  Anarchv. 


RANSOM. 

You  doubtless  have  heard  of  the  Radical  doctrine 
of  ransom,  that  should  be  paid  by  owners  of  property 
or  capitalists.  What  does  it  mean  ]  I  will  tell 
you. 

Four  industrious  men  have  each  saved  a  little 
money.  One  buys  an  acre  of  land,  another  buys  a 
carrier's  cart,  the  third  buys  a  cow,  and  the  fourth 
buys  a  pig.  Now  the  doctrine  of  ransom  means, 
that  these  four  small  capitalists  (together  with  all 
other  capitalists)  are  to  pay  a  yearly  ransom,  or  sum 
of  money,  to  all  those  comparatively  idle,  drunken 
men  who  have  not  saved  money  enough  to  buy  any- 
thing, so  that  by  this  bribe  they  may  induce  the  latter 
not  to  lay  violent  liands  on  the  acre  of  land,  or 
the  carrier's  cart,  or  the  cow,  or  the  pig.  Those  of 
you  who  think  this  is  right  and  just  will  no  doubt 
vote  for  the  Radical  and  Socialist  candidate.  Those 
of  you  who  think  it  unjust  will  probably  vote  for  the 
Conservative  candidate. 

Radicals  are  always  trying  to  prop  up  the  idle,  and 
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the  drunken,  or  the  lowest  of  the  low,  by  putting  them 
in  the  places  of  the  honest,  the  sober,  and  the 
industrious. 


THE  THEFT  OF  I  LEARNED  INCREMENT. 

Radicals  advocate  the  theft  of  unearned  increment. 
AVhat  does  this  mean  X     I  will  tell  you. 

You  are  an  intelliiijent,  far-seeins:  man,  and  vou 
think  the  price  of  pigs  is  likely  to  rise.  You  con- 
sequently buy  a  pig.  You  keep  it  a  year,  the  price 
of  pigs  docs  rise,  and  you  gain  ten  shillings  by  your 
foresight,  and  intelligence.  Now,  according  to  the 
Radical's  unearned  increment  doctrine,  the  parish  is 
to  take  from  you  this  ten  sliillings  to  help  out  the 
rates,  because  you  had  not  earned  it  by  muscular 
labour.  If  you  think  this  riglit  and  just,  I  doubt  not 
you  will  vote  for  the  Radical  candidates. 

You  will  observe  that  the  Radicals  do  not  propose 
that  the  parish  should  pay  tlie  buyer  of  the 
pig  ten  shillings  if  the  market  falls,  and  there 
is  thus  undeserved  (JecreniPiit.  Of  course,  if  one  is 
right,  the  other,  in  common  sense  and  common 
honesty,  is  right  too.  How  do  you  account  for  tliis  X 
My  explanation  is,  that  the  Radical  is  without  com- 
mon sense  and  common  honesty.  Thence  it  is  that 
the  reign  of  Radicalism  always,  according  to  lustory, 
ends  disastrously  to  nations.  It  is  righteousness  that 
*'  exalteth  a  nation." 
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GAME    LAWS. 

Socialists  and  Radicals  want  to  do  away  with  game- 
laws.     What  does  that  mean  ] 

Luckily,  here  again  we  have  France  as  a  warning. 

The  Socialists  say  that  the  public  has  a  right  to 
make  any  law  it  likes.  Very  good!  But  it  must  take 
the  consequences  of  making  them.  There  is  no 
escaping  theyn.  They  may  say  that  a  man  has  a  right 
to  get  drunk  every  day.  ^  ery  good  !  But  he  must 
take  the  consequences  of  doing  so.  There  is  no 
escaping  them.  These  are,  starving  his  wife,  ruining 
his  children,  and  dying  in  a  workhouse.  In  the  same 
way  the  public  may  put  an  end  to  game  laws.  But 
no  public  on  earth  can  prevent  the  consequences  of 
doing  so.     Let  us  see  what  some  of  these  are. 

Game-laws  and  game-preserving,  say  French 
democratic  envy  and  hatred,  being  aristocratic,  must 
be  done  aAvay  with.  So  everybody  shoots  what  he 
can,  and  all  birds,  great  and  small,  are  destroyed 
throughout  the  land.  Now  comes  the  punishment. 
"  The  trees,"  said  Dr.  Smiles,  a  few  years  ago,  "  are 
eaten  bare,  the  vine  is  destroyed  by  phylloxenT,  the 
leaves  of  shrubs  are  devoured  by  caterpillars,  which 
are  seen  hanging  in  bunches  from  the  trees,  the  grub- 
destroying  birds  are  killed,  the  crops  are  eaten  up 
at  the  roots,  and  the  national  loss  is  enormous." 
AVaterton  has  calculated  that  a  single  pair   of  spar- 
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rows  destroy  as  many  grubs  in  one  day  as  would  have 
eaten  up  an  aere  of  young  corn  in  a  Aveek. 

Most  of  you  have  gardens.  Do  you  want  all  the 
])roduce  from  them  to  be  eaten  up  by  insects  ]  If  you 
do  I  recommend  you  to  vote  for  the  Radical,  Avho 
Avislies  to  abolish  the  game-laws.  But  there  would 
])e  other  consequences  of  doing  away  with  game- 
laws. 

How  much  wages  do  you  suppose  come  from 
sports  I  A^'ould  you  be  better  without  these  wages 
for  your  lads  \  One  goes  to  be  a  groom,  another  a 
gamekeeper.  But  if  all  sports  were  put  an  end  to, 
your  Squire  would  never  live  at  home,  and  he  would 
want  no  grooms,  or  gamekeepers,  or  gardeners.  A 
great  statesman,  Mr.  Pitt,  said  he  would  make  killing 
a  fox  felony,  if  it  would  make  country  Squires  live 
and  spend  their  mcmey  on  their  estates.  This  w^as 
merely  his  strong  way  of  saying  what  a  good  thing 
lie  thought  those  sports  which  keep  country  Squires 
and  wage-payers  at  home. 

Illustrations  of  the  national  importance  of  sports 
and  sporting  might  be  given  Avithout  end.  A  German 
military  officer  wrote  an  article  criticising  the  cam- 
])aign  in  Egypt.  He  found  sundry  faults,  but  he 
said  :  "  The  march  of  the  English  cavalry  on  Cairo, 
and  its  results,  will  form  for  all  time  one  of  the  most 
splendid  feats  of  war.  This  march  alone  saved  Cairo 
from  the  fate  of  Alexandria.  After  the  night  march 
of  the  Il^th  and  the  battle  of  the  morning,  the 
cavalry,  under  Sir  Drury  Eowe,  rode  one  hundred 
miles  in  less  than  two  days.  Truly,  an  achie^ement 
that  could  only  be  accomplished  by  Englishmen 
mounted  on  English  liorses,  and  led  ))y  officers  everij 
one  of  irhirli  was  a  sportsman. '' 

If  there  were  no  Game-Laws,  the  Trespass-Laws 
would  ha\  (>  to  be  carried  out  with  great  severity  ;  and 
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then,  if  ever  you  went  a  yard  oft"  a  public  liigliway, 
you  would  be  had  up   and  sent  to  prison. 

The  efteminate  town  Radicals  hate  and  try  to  put 
an  end  to  all  manly  sports  and  recreations.  H. 
Spencer  told  the  Americans,  at  New  York,  that  one 
great  defect  in  America  was  tlie  want  of  these 
things. 

No  country  is,  ever  was,  or  ever  will  be  safe  from 
invasion.  War,  according  to  history,  has  always 
existed,  and  no  doubt  always  will  exist,  and  we  have 
nothing  but  history  of  the  j^ast  to  go  by.  Woe  betide 
the  invaded  nation  that  has  lost  its  manliness.  Thus 
all  manly  sports  and  recreations  should  be  encouraged 
in  every  possible  manner. 


ABOUT    GIVING    VOTES  TO  THOSE    LARGE 

CLxiSSES  WHO  ARE  BELOW  RESPECTABLE 

A^'ORKING  MEN. 

The  Radical-Socialist,  Communist,  and  Anarchist 
party  wants  to  give  voting  power  to  all  tramps, 
paupers,  and  criminal-class  people,  both  convicted 
and  unconvicted.  Why  \  liecause  they  hope,  by 
the  assistance  of  tlie  thieves  in  the  country  to 
swamp  the  votes  of  honest  men  like  you,  and  in  tliis 
way  bring  about  that  general  plundering  and  revolu- 
tion, at  which  they  aim.  It  is  stated  by  some  men  of 
science  that  (me  reason  wliy  tram])s,pau]iers,  convicted- 
criminal  classes,  and  the  large  class  whetlier  convicted 
or  not  below  respectable  working  men,  are  dishonest 
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and  Socialistic  in  their  ideas,  is  because  they  are 
descendants  of  okl  predatory,  h)\v-type,  conquered 
races  of  men  (e^■en  ^'oing  back  to  the  sa^  ages  of  the 
Stone  Age)  who,  being,  like  most  low  races,  prolific 
and  tenacious  of  life,  have  remained  in  our  towns 
and  remote  parts  of  the  kingdom,  and  form  the 
lowest  part  of  the  community.  Low-type  people  are 
distinguished  from  liigli-type  ones  by  want  of  intelli- 
gence, but  still  more  by  want  of  moral  qualities,  such  as 
self-ccmtrol,  honesty,  regard  for  law,  etc.  The  aim  of 
our  Radicals  is,  as  I  say,  to  get  voting  power  j)ut 
into  the  liands  of  all  these  people,  so  that  the  votes 
of  you,  and  all  honest  and  respectable  working  men, 
may  be  swamped  by  them.  If  you  wish  for  this,  1 
think  you  will  vote  for  the  Uadical  candidate.  If 
not,  you  will  surely  vote  for  the  Conservative. 

Do  you  want  to  be  outvoted  at  elections  by  poor, 
migrating,  s([ualid,  disorderly  Irishmen,  wlio 
work  for  low  Avages  because  they  recpiire  no 
decencies,  and  are  content  to  live  in  the  same 
cabins  Avith  their  pigs  1  If  you  do,  vote  for  the 
Radical.  A  jn-overb  says  tliat  "a  ])oor  man's  house  is 
liis  castle."  For  the  Irishman  tlie  jn'overb  must  be 
altered  to   '"  a  poor  man's   house  is  his  pigsty." 

Tlie  Irishman  of  the  South  and  West  is  a  Celt  of 
low  type,  or  Finn,  or  Iberian,  Avho,  as  I  say,  lives  a 
squalid  life  in  the  same  cabin  Avith  liis  pigs.  He, 
therefore,  has  so  few  Avants  that  Avhen  he  comes 
to  England  he  can  work  for  less  Avages  than 
the  decent  Englishman  can.  >soav,  here  is  a  dis- 
graceful fact.  The  Radicals,  in  order  to  get 
revolutionary  votes,  have  insisted  on  these  poor, 
low-type,  Celts,  Finns,  Iberians,  and  descendants  of 
savages  of  the  Stone  Age,  of  West  and  South  Ireland, 
having  more  voting  and  political  poAver  in  propor- 
tion   to  their' numbers   than  vou   liaAC.      You,  Avho 
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are  law-abiding  Englishmen,  and  who  value  clean  ■ 
and  decent  modes  of  life,  are  to  have  your  votes  fl 
8wamped  by  these  wretched  people ;  and  yet  the 
Radicals,  and  Revolutionists,  tell  us  that  you  are 
going  to  vote  for  them  at  elections  !  Of  course 
"  Home  Rule"  in  Ireland  would  end  in  driving  out 
of  that  island,  sooner  or  later,  the  wage-payers,  so 
that  the  squalid  wage-earners  would  flood  your 
villages. 

Mr.  William  Glasier  writes  in  the  Nineteenth 
Centu)')/  an  article  about  "  The  Dwellings  of  the 
Poor."  He  says  that  the  greatest  difficulty  is  the 
Irish  population  in  our  towns.  "  The  Irish  are,"  he  ' 
says,  "  the  terror  and  perplexity  of  officers  of  health. 
Tlie   condition    of   the    dwellings    is 

unspeakable No    one    can    form    an 

idea  of  the  disgusting  repulsiveness,  etc.,  etc."  It  is 
no  use  a  landlord  giving  them  decent  houses,  for  they 
won't  be  decent.  A  landlord  puts  up  a  pipe  to  carry 
away  the  sewage.  The  tenant  tears  it  up,  and  sells 
it  to  buy  gin.  The  landlord  puts  up  a  rail  for  his  . 
staircase,  the  tenant  pulls  it  down  for  firewood.  .\nd 
it  is  into  tlie  hands  of  such  people  as  these  that  our 
Radical  party  want  to  put  the  chief  political  and 
voting  ])ower,  thus  destroying  the  power  of  respectable 
working  men  like  you. 

Radical-Socialists  laugh  at  people  who  prognosti- 
cate a  moi'e  or  less  disastrous  state  of  things  if  voting- 
power  becomes  too  extended  amongst  the  sweepings 
of  jails,  the  lowest  inhabitants  of  town  slums  and  of 
remote  districts  of  the  United  Kingdom.  But  when 
we  see  how  successful  Radicalism,  and  a  suffrage 
more  extended  than  the  character  of  the  people  will 
bear,  have  been  the  cause  of  about  forty  revolutions 
in  Spain  in  as  many  5  ears,  perpetually  recurring 
revolution  and  anarchy  in  South  American  Republics, 
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revolutionary  doings  and  infinite  misery  in  Ireland, 
and  in  France  periodical  revolutions,  stagnation  of 
])opulation,  deterioration  and  effemination  of  national 
character,  and  conquest  by  Germans,  it  almost  looks 
as  if  tliere  may  be  some  grounds  for  these  anticipa- 
tions. We  can  only  judge  by  facts,  lii story  and 
experience,  for  we  have  nothing  else  to  judge  by. 
"But  Socialists  and  Radicals  are  dead  to  history,  to 
truth,  to  facts,  and  to  laws  of  nature.  Fuseli,  the 
artist,  who  painted  pictures  of  a  false  and  extravagant 
kind,  used  to  say  "  D — n  Nature,  she  always  puts 
me  out."  So  the  Radical  always  seems  to  be  saying, 
"  D — n  Truth,  it  always  puts  me  out." 

The  turbulence  and  lawlessness  that  are  unceasing 
in  the  little  Republics  of  South  America,  and  in 
Ireland,  are  simply  the  state  of  things  inevitable  where 
there  is  a  more  extended  suffrage  than  races  with 
little  or  no  Teutonic  blood  in  them  will  bear. 

Sir  George  Trevelyan  was  reported  in  the  papers  to 
have  said  in  January,  1885,  that  "  true  as  it  might  be 
that  Democracy  carried  too  far  brought  ruin  upon 
Athens,  Rome  and  France,  we  must  remember  that 
Englishmen  are  not  Athenians,  Romans  or  French- 
men." Yes,  but  what  did  he  mean  by  Englishmen  \ 
Did  he  mean  the  enormous  and  every  year  increasing 
quantity  of  Celts  of  low  type,  aliens  and  remains  of 
weak,  conquered  races,  who  live  mostly  in  the  slums 
of  our  towns  and  remote  districts  of  the  kingdom, 
and  who  are  Socialists  almost  to  a  man,  whether  they 
know  the  meaning  of  the  word  or  not ;  or  what  did 
he  mean  \  "I  have  seen,"  says  Professor  Huxley, 
"  worse  savages  amongst  white  people  in  Liverpool 
than  ever  I  saw  amongst  black  ones  in  Australia." 

One  sure  indication  of  low  type  in  a  race  is  the 
disposition  to  sympathise  with  crime  and  sliield  the 
criminal,  in  opposition  to  the  law.      A  superior  race, 
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even  at  its  roughest,  always  insists  on  law  or  o'overn- 
mcnt  of  some  sort — even  lynch  law,  where  no  better 
is  to  be  had.  I-  need  hardly  remind  you  that  the 
sympathies  of  the  aboriginal  Irish  are  always  on  the 
side  of  criminality,  and  against  government,  law,  and 
order. 

"  Have  you  a  Government  in  this  country  ? "  asked 
the  Irishman,  on  landing  at  New  York. 

"  Of  course  we  have,"  was  the  answer. 

"  Then  I'm  agin  it,"  cried  Pat. 

All  voting  power  being  in  the  hands  of  people  who 
are  from  their  nature  on  the  side  of  criminality  and 
immorality,  against  the  law,  and  therefore  opposed  to 
the  punishment  of  crime,  must  bring  a  nation  to  the 
ground.  In  France,  at  the  present  day,  we  see  every 
year  more  and  more  tolerance  for  crime.  Juries 
recommend  the  foulest  murderers  to  be  let  off,  on 
plea  of  extenuating  circumstances.  A  man  was  tried 
for  murdering  his  father  and  mother.  The  jury 
brought  a  verdict  of  guilty,  but  recommended  the 
prisoner  to  mercy  on  account  of  extenuating  circum- 
stances. "  What  are  they  V  asked  the  Judge.  "The 
prisoner  is  a  poor  orphan,"  answered  the  jury. 

The  whole  Socialist-Communist-xlnarchist  party 
are  more  or  less  on  the  side  of  criminals  against  law. 
The  English  and  German  races  are  on  the  side  of  law 
against  crime.  All  the  low  races  are  on  the  side  of  cri- 
minality. Public  opinion  in  South  and  West  Ireland 
is  on  the  side  of  the  criminal.  The  more  rent  em- 
bezzled, (that  is,  the  greater  the  theft),  the  more  the 
West  Irishman's  conduct  is  approved  of,  but  if  he 
commit  a  murder  there  is  no  limit  to  the  admiration 
he  excites. 

"  In  Eastern  Africa,"  says  Burton,  "  a  theft  may 
distinguish  a  man,  but  an  atrocious  murder  will  make 
a  hero  of  him." 
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Rent,  embezzlement  is  simply  '•  theft "  in  five 
syllables  instead  of  one. 

"'  Arrah,  thin,  Pat,"  said  an  Irish  wife,  "  yon'll 
surelv  niver  pay  ver  rint  while  ^Ir.  Parnell's  in 
jaiU"-' 

'•  Bedad,  and  I  won't,  Bridget,  niver  a  stiver — and 
lonu'  may  he  stay  there." 

Xow,  instead  of  being-  better,  (as  !Mr.  Trevelyan 
seems  to  think),  these  are  worse  people  than  the 
ancient  Greeks  and  liomans. 

One  sure  sign  of  inferiority  of  race,  is  want  of 
self-control.  In  the  French  Celt  this  is  shown  by 
(to  use  Mr.  INI.  Arnold's  paraphrase)"  worship  of  the 
goddess,  '  Lubricity.'  "  In  the  Irish  Celt  it  is  sho^^^l 
l)y  his  drunkenness.  "It's  drink,  sorr,"  confessed 
Paddy.  "  that's  the  curse  of  ould  Ireland.  It's  the 
drink  that  makes  a  man  bate  his  wife,  starve  his 
children,  go  out  to  shoot  his  landlord — and  miss 
him  too,  bedad." 

And  it  is  to  such  people  as  these  that  Socialist- 
Ivadicals  want  to  give,  and  in  Ireland  have  given, 
more  voting  power  than  to  you,  who  are  respectable, 
laAv-abiding  English  working  men  ! ' 

Police  statistics  tell  us  that  for  every  Englishman 
liad  up  in  the  United  Kingdom  for  drunkenness, 
tliree  Irislimen  are  had  up. 

"  The  Celtic  races,"  says  Goldwin  Smitli,  "  have 
always  been  remarkable  for  cruelty  and  recklessness 
of  human  life,"  alike  in  men  and  women.  "  The 
delirium  of  bloodthirstiness  extended  to  the  Irish 
women  in  O'Niel's  massacre,  and  French  ladies  are 
recorded  to  have  looked  on  with  horrible  pleasure  at 
executions  during  the  Civil  "Wars."  These  propen- 
sities Mr.  Goldwin  Smith  puts  down  to  "  a  most 
wretched  kind  of  weaJniess  of  character,  or  what  was 
called  in  the  I^atin  tongue,   "  Imjiotenfia."     Is  there 
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no  danger  to  a  country  from  too  much  power  getting 
into  the  hands  of  such  people  as  these,  according  to 
the  aims  of  the  Radicals  X  And  remember  this,  a 
low-type  race,  if  left  unmixed  and  free  from  competi- 
tion and  intermarriage  with  higher  races,  never 
becomes  a  high-type  race.  Its  nature  remains  the 
same  for  ever.  The  peculiarities  of  the  different 
European  races  of  men  are  now  exactly  tlie  same  as 
the  lloman  Avriters  described  them  to  liave  been  two 
thousand  years  ago. 

The  people  to  whom  the  Radicals  want  to  give 
more  voting  power  than  to  you  (so  as  to  swamp  your 
votes)  are,  I  repeat,  the  lowest-type  part  of  the  popu- 
lation— the  part  that  sympathises  witli  criminality 
against  the  law — the  remnants  of  low,  conquered 
races,  who  still  live  amongst  us,  and  who,  in  fact, 
belong  in  character  to  the  criminal  classes. 

In  America,  classes  of  people  below  respectable 
working  men  like  you  have  votes,  and  foolish  people 
quote  this  fact  to  prove  its  safety.  But,  in  the  first  place, 
a  new  country  is  no  test  for  an  old  one,  inasmuch  as 
there  are  infinite  backwoods  for  its  scoundrelism  to 
betake  itself  to,  a  thinly-spread  population,  and  a 
plentiful  food  supply.  These  are  very  great  safety 
valves.  In  the  second  place,  within  the  last  thirty 
years  there  has  been  in  America  about  the  most 
frightful  revolution  and  civil  Mar  ever  known  in 
history  ;  and  in  the  third  place,  Joseph  Cook,  a  well- 
knoAvn  American  lecturer,  says,  there  will  probably 
some  day  be  a  bloody  civil  war  when  the  necessity 
comes  to  limit  the  suffrage.  Besides  all.  this  it  wants 
much  more  than  one  hundred  years'  experience 
to  settle  a  disputed  political  question. 

The  American  Civil  War  of  thirty  years  ago  Avas 
caused  by  that  national  dishonesty  whicJi  has  always 
been  observed  when  voting  power  gets  more  extended 
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than  the  stng-e  of  development  of  a  people  will  hear ; 
when,  that  is,  it  gets  clown  to  the  more  or  less 
criminal  classes  and  dishonest  part  of  the  popnlation. 
The  Northern  States  wanted  rightly  to  do  away  with 
slavery  ;  but  it  wanted  wrongly  to  steal  the  property, 
(in  this  case  the  slaves)  not  buying  them  honestly  as 
England  did  in  the  AVest  Indies,  to  her  enormous 
pecuniary  advantage  in  the  long  run,  l)y  increasing 
her  credit  amongst  the  nations  for  honesty.  What 
was  the  consequence  \  A  frightfully  bloody  ci\  il 
war,  as  I  have  just  said,  lasting  for  years,  four  or 
tive  hundred  millicni  pounds  of  national  debt,  and 
an  enormously  greater  loss  than  that,  indirectly. 
Altogether  the  United  States  of  America  had  to  pay 
infinitely  more  than  the  price  of  the  slaves  would 
have  come  to,  besides  the  terrible  slaughter  and  the 
misery  that  lasted  for  years.  The  national  un- 
righteousness that  comes  from  the  dishonest  criminal 
and  semi-criminal  class  people,  who  are  below  respect- 
able working  men,  having  votes,  must  be  paid  for  to 
the  uttermost  farthing.  Lincoln,  being  an  honest 
man,  wanted  to  buy  the  slaves  at  a  cost  of  seventy  or 
eighty  million  pounds.  But  the  masses  in  America, 
not  being  honest  like  their  President,  would  not  do 
so,  and  frightfully  the  country  paid  for  the  national 
rascality. 

Surely  you  will  not  vote  for  the  Radicals,  who  Avant 
to  swamp  the  votes  of  honest,  respectable  men  like 
you  by  granting  the  suffrage  to  the  lowest  of  the 
low,  who  are  little,  if  at  all,  different  in  their 
-characters  and  natures  from  the  criminal  classes. 
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RADICAL  GOVERNMENT  MEANS  EXTRAA^A- 
GANCE  GOVERNMENT. 

One  evil  of  Radical  Governments  is  national 
extravagance. 

"  The  French  Empire,"  says  M.  Scherer,  '•  was  blamed 
for  extravagance,  but  the  expenses  of  the  Radical 
Republic  already  exceed  those  of  the  Empire  by  one 
third  ;  and  it  is  increasing  every  year,  though  the 
population  of  France  does  not  increase."  But,  per- 
haps, you  think  you  don't  pay  rates  and  taxes  enough. 
If  this  is  so,  you  had  better  vote  for  the  Radical 
candidates. 


RATES. 

Some  of  you  own  an  acre  of  land,  some  of  you  own 
a  cottage.  Now  are  you  aware  that  people  who  have 
invested  corresponding  money  in  the  funds  are 
paupers  living  on  you  1  A  pauper  means  a  man  who 
derives  the  advantages  of  civilization  without  con- 
tributing anything.  The  man  wdio  has  invested 
fifty  pounds  in  the  funds  instead  of  in  an  acre  of  land 
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pays  no  poor  rates,  education  rates,  or  highway  rates. 
He  is  so  far  living  on  your  charity  who  do  pay  these 
rates.  If  you  think  this  injustice  ought  to  Ido  con- 
tinued you  will  douhtless  vote  for  the  lladical 
candidate. 

Wliat  is  called  personal  property  ought  to  be 
taxed  and  rated  as  high  as  what  is  called  real  pro- 
perty. Indeed,  these  things  are,  in  fact,  equally  real 
property.  Making  a  distinction  between  them  is 
little  else  but  confusion  of  mind. 

In  an  excellent  little  book,  entitled  "  Lex  Mundi," 
by  Alexander  Vincent,  there  is  the  following  remark 
on  this  subject :  "  For  forty  years  we  had  an  elec- 
torate framed  to  include  most  of  the  wage-earners 
connected  with  trade,  and  to  exclude  the  agricultural 
labourer.  Then  every  tax  that  was  possible  was 
heaped  on  agriculture,  such  as  the  support  of  the 
poor,  the  maintenance  of  the  police,  the  education  of 
the  young,  the  repau'  of  the  roads.  We  need  not 
look  further  to  get  some  indication  of  the  reason 
why  at  the  present  time  commerce  in  the  country  has 
expanded  to  enormous  dimensions  and  agriculture  is 
practically  bankrupt ;  and  it  does  not  take  much 
inductive  reasoning  to  see  that  when  the  voting  is 
equalised,  as  it  now  has  been  by  the  extension  of  the 
franchise  to  the  agricultural  labourers,  Ave  may  look 
for  a  considerable  modification  of  this  system." 

Of  course,  if  you  are  the  mere  stupid  country 
bumpkins  town  Radicals  call  you,  this  modification 
will  not  take  place,  but  I  myself  do  not  believe  in 
he  stupidity. 
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PAYMENT  OF  MEMBERS    OF  PARLIAMENT. 

One  way  in  which  our  Radicals  want  to  imitate 
France  is,  to  compel  you  to  pay  your  Members  of 
Parliament  large  salaries  for  being  Members  of 
Parliament.  What  !  Have  you  not  rates  and  taxes 
enough  already.  Are  your  wages  so  high  that  these 
extra  rates  will  be  nothing  to  you  \  Besides,  any  con- 
stituency can  already,  if  it  likes,  pay  a  man  who  can- 
not otherwise  afford  to  go  into  Parliament.  But  no, 
this  would  be  liberty  ;  and  the  Radical,  as  we  all 
know,  hates  liberty,  so  this  would  never  do. 


UNEARNED  INCREMENT. 

The  Radicals  have  set  up  a  craze  they  call  the 
unearned  increment  doctrine.  What  is  this  doctrine  \ 
I  Avill  tell  you. 

John  Dixon,  was  a  young  agricultural  labourer, 
with  a  wage  of  fifteen  shillings  a  Aveel-c,  who  lived 
near  a  sleepy  little  country  town.  A  few  active- 
brained  capitalists  set  up  manufactories  in  this 
town,  and  in  thirty  years,  instead  of  being  a  lazy 
little  country    town,    it    has  become    a    large  town 
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full  of  lif(>  and  activity  ;  which  life  and  activity 
liavc  causcMl  the  wages  of  John  Dixon,  and  every 
working  man  within  five  miles,  to  be  £1  a  week 
instead  of  only  fifteen  shillings.  This  additional 
fi\e  shillings  a  week  is  the  luieanied  increment,  that 
is  to  be  taken  from  John  Dixon  and  added  to  the 
taxes  hc'cause  it  has  been  unearned  ;  because  nothing 
that  he  has  done  has  caused  the  increase,  but  only 
the  extra  demand  for  labour  created  by  the  enterprise 
and  activity  of  some  rich  men. 

If  you  think  this  doctrine  of  unearned  increment  is 
right  and  just,  you  will  doubtless  vote  for  the  Radical 
candidate  at  elections. 

Perliaps  some  Radical  will  tell  you  that  the  above 
is  not  an  accurate  illustration  to  show  the  meaning 
and  principle  of  the  ujiearned  ijfcrement  doctrine,  but 
lie  can  only  do  so  by  the  aid  of  extreme  puzzle- 
headedness,  and  undoubtedly  some  Radicals  when 
they  get  a  craze  in  their  heads  become  as  confused  in 
their  talk  as  an  Irishman  full  of  whiskey  and  Irish 
bulls. 

John  Dixon  had  a  brother  James,  who  by  intelli- 
gence, foresight,  industry,  and  honesty  had,  when 
forty  years  old,  saved  a  hundred  pounds.  With  this 
money  lie  bought  a  bit  of  land  near  the  town,  feeling 
sure  that  it  would  become  valuable  as  building  land, 
and  that  thus  he  would  have  something  to  live  on  in 
his  old  age.  But,  according  to  the  unearned  increment 
doctrine,  this  increase  in  value  should  be  taken  from 
James  Dixon.  Here,  again,  if  you  think  this  right 
aiul  just,  and  calculated  to  encourage  the  industry, 
intelligence,  foresight,  and  honesty  in  individual 
persons,  (on  which  qualities  the  prosperity  and  happi- 
ness of  a  country  entirely  depends),  you  will  doubt- 
less vote  for  the  Radical  candidates  at  elections. 

AVhen  Radicals  profess  to  be  in  faAour  of  the  con- 
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fiscation  by  the  State  of  unearned  increment,  they 
must,  on  pain  of  confessing  themselves  to  be  men 
without  reasoning  faculties,  be  in  favour  also  of  the 
State  making  good  undeserved  decrement,  these  two 
things  being  necessary  corollaries  one  of  the  other. 
Thus  they  must  be  in  favour  of  the  State  making  up 
the  undeserved  decrement  (amounting  to  ;i  vast 
number  of  million  pounds)  that  agricultural  landlords 
have  suffered  from  free  trade  in  corn.  I  do  not  agree 
with  them.  I  consider  that  wlicn  a  man  makes  an 
investment,  he  ought  to  take  the  gain,  if  there  is 
gain,  and  bear  the  loss,  if  there  is  loss,  without  the 
Government  meddling  in  the  matter  at  all. 


ANNUAL   ELECTIONS. 


One  Radical  cry  is,  annual  or  very  frequent  parlia- 
ments. This  means  unceasing  elections,  unceasing 
changes,  and  unceasing  election  expenses  (all  Avhich 
expenses  diminish  your  wages  by  so  much)  and  no 
stability  anywhere. 

Of  course  you  can  vote  for  elections  everij  year  or 
two^  if  you  like,  but  I  myself  believe  you  to  be  a  little 
too  sharp  to  do  so. 


SOCIALIST  MEDDLE  AND  MUDDLE 

word  abotit 
cals  and  Socialists 


A  word  abotit   the   meddling  legislation   of  Kadi- 
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There  has  been  depression  of  trade.  Do  you  know 
-Nvhy  %  I  will  tell  you.  It  was  in  a  very  great  mea- 
sure ]3ecause  our  Socialist-Radical  ])arty  go  about 
meddling  with  and  tlireatening  every  interest  in  the 
country,  and  thus  destroying  that  contidence  without 
which  ]n-osperity  is  impossible.  Tliey  liave  in  tliis 
way  driven  an  enormous  quantity  of  money  out  of 
the  country.  Xow,  this  money,  and  the  interest  of 
it,  had  it  not  been  for  t^ur  meddling  Socialist-Eadi- 
cals,  would  all  have  gone  into  the  pockets  of  the 
working  classes  as  wages.  If  you  like  the  depression 
to  continue,  money  to  leave  the  country,  and  never 
get  into  your  pockets,  you  had  better  vote  for  the 
Iladicals. 

I  will  give  an  instance  of  loss  to  you  from  the 
Socialist-Radicalism  of  the  day.  Tliorne  Waste  is  a 
great  tract  of  country  in  Yorkshire,  nearly  as  big  as 
half  a  small  county.  At  tlie  cost  of,  perliaps,  tliirty 
poiuids  an  acre  in  draining,  warping,  building,  road- 
making,  etc.,  it  might  be  put  into  cultivation,  covered 
with  thriving  farms,  great  and  small,  and  happy 
homes  of  working  men.  A  few  years  ago  there  was 
a  prospect  of  this  being  done.  Then  came  the 
ngitation  of  the  Radicals,  to  plunder  owners  of  land. 
At  once  all  hope  of  draining  and  warping  the  district 
died  out,  and  Thorne  Waste  will,  perhaps,  now  never 
be  cultivated  as  long  as  the  world  lasts.  Certainly 
not  if  tlie  Radicals  and  Socialists  come  into  and 
remain  in  power.  I  merely  tell  you  about  Thorne 
Waste  by  wa}'  of  one  example  out  of  innumerable 
others  of  the  bligliting  and  withering  effect  Radical- 
ism has  upon  prosperity.  AMthout  confidence  in 
the  stal)ility  and  honesty  of  laws,  prosperity  is 
im])()ssible.  All  great  undertakings  require  capital, 
but  if  threatened,  off  goes  the  capital  to  other 
countries. 
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liadical-Socialists  are  for  unceasing  government 
interference  with  liberty,  too  ignorant  as  they  are  to 
know  that,  liistorically,  mecklling  legislation  always 
acts  differently  from,  and  generally  opposite  to,  what 
the  meddling  legislators  intend.  Very  foolish  legis- 
lation once  legislated  against  high  usurious  interest. 
The  very  foolish  legislators  little  foresaw  the  fact,  as 
it  turned  out,  that  such  legislation  makes  usurious 
interest  higlier  than  ever.  Sew  England  liquor  laws 
])rohibited  the  sale  of  intoxicating  drink  to  all  except 
bond  fide  travellers.  An  intelligent  American,  being 
asked  wliat  was  the  effect  of  these  laws,  answered 
that  they  "  tended  to  a  considerable  deal  of  Itoiid 
fide  travelling."  The  foolish  legislators  liad  not 
foreseen  that  their  foolish  legislation,  besides  doing- 
nothing  to  prevent  drunkenness,  even  if  it  ditl  not 
add  to  it,  would  end  in  e\erybody  whenever  lie  was 
thirsty  swearing  to  lies.  The  fact  is,  legislation  to 
make  grown  men  more  virtuous  by  act  of  Parliament 
ends  in  making  them  more  vicious. 

^lodern  English  Radical-Socialism  is  a  curious 
mixture  of  French  Revolutionism,  peace-at-any-price 
Quakerism,  hatred  of  manly  sports  and  pastimes, 
class  malignity  and  paternal  and  tyrannical,  meddling 
despotic     government.  AMll    Englishmen     stand 

these  things  I  I  say  "  paternal  "  government,  but 
it  is  grandmotherly  government.  It  means  govern- 
ment tying  you  all  to  her  apron  strings,  and  not 
letting  you  move  a  finger  or  think  a  thought  without 
her  leave. 

If  Socialists  succeed  in  imposing  their  grand- 
motherly despotism,  vast  numbers  of  manly  English- 
men will  quit  the  sinking  ship  and  go  to  some  free 
country.  They  will  not  stay  in  England  and  put  up 
with  what  the  Saturday  Beview  describes  as  the 
probable  outlook — "  Taverns,   and   perhaps   theatres. 
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closed,  gin^orljecr  the  only  diiiik,  and  drab  the  only 
wear."  It  will  only  be  the  system  of  old  Peru, 
Avhere  the  cut  and  colour  of  everybody's  dress  was 
appointed  for  him  by  the  government.  In  Peru,  we 
are  told  ])y  Mr.  Prescott,  the  people  could  not  even 
change  their  mode  of  dress  without  a  license  from 
government.      Is  this  wha-t  we  are  coming  to  ? 

It  cannot  be  too  often  repeated  that  the  aim  of 
our  grandmotherly  Socialist-Padical  Statesmen  is  to 
fuss  over  and  dandle  Englishmen,  and  tlius  destroy 
tluit  manliness,  independence,  and  self-help,  which 
the  great  German  poet,  Goethe,  admired  so  much 
in  Englishmen.  Still,  if  you  want  to  become  a 
cliild  in  leading  strings,  you  have  only  to  vote  for 
the  Kadical.  and  you  will  find  yourself  one  before 
you  can  look  round. 

There  is  no  meddling  too  petty  for  our  contempt- 
ible Radical  party.  Here  is  a  ])ortion  of  a  letter 
printed  a  year  or  two  ago  in  the  Pall  Mall  Gazeite  : — 

"  7o  the  Editor  of  the  Pall  Mall  Gazette. 

•'  Sir, — The  Lords  of  the  Privy  Council  have 
])assed  a  law  that  all  little  girls  between  the  ages  of 
three  and  five  attending  the  elementary  schools  shall 
sew  their  own  pinafores.  I  am  the  parent  of  a  large 
family,  and  have  little  girls  of  my  own.  I  do  not 
know  Avliy  the  children  of  the  poor  should  be 
favoured  above  the  children  of  the  middle  classes, 
and  I  do  hope  that  tlie  Lords  of  the  Privy  Council 
will  pass  a  law  that  all  little  girls  below  the  age  of 
five  shall  sew  their  own  pinafores.  While  they  are 
about  it.  could  they  not  make  another  law  that  little 
boys'  trousers  shall  not  wear  out  in  the  seat,  where 
they  always  go  first  I 

'•  I  am,  sir,  vour  obedient  servant, 

'•A  Pakkxt." 
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I  am  sure  tliat  some  of  our  Socialist-Radical 
Statesmcu,  like  Sir  W.  Harcourt  (Graudmama  Har- 
court),  will  thank  me  for  reprinting  tliis  letter. 
The  suggestion  it  contains  cannot  but  be  useful  to 
them.  Sir  W.  Harcourt  said  in  a  speech,  "We  are 
all  Socialists  now."  Fortunately  for  the  country  this 
was  a  false  statement. 

"  The  individual  liberty,"  says  Herbert  Spencer, 
"  and  independence  of  Englishmen  as  distinguished 
from  the  subjection  to  official  control  of  Continental 
nations,  are  signs  of  our  more  advanced  social  state." 
Thus  our  Socialists  are  retrogressionists,  wlio  want  to 
bring  us  back  to  the  condition  of  nations  in  less 
advanced  social  states.  Tlie  Socialist,  in  fact,  of 
the  day  is  simply  a  despotic  tyrant  of  the  old-world 
Tory  kind,  tliougli  he  goes  by  other  names. 

Temperance  is  good,  but  despotic  tyranny  is  bad. 
A  man  is  had  up  before  the  Magistrates.  What  has 
he  been  doing  X  "  Drinking  a  glass  of  beer,  your 
Worship,"  says  the  policeman.  Then  lie  must  be 
iincd  ten  shillings.  Bat  he  hasn't  got  the  money. 
Then  he  must  be  sent  to  prison  as  if  he  were  a 
felon.     Such  is  modern  Socialist-Radicalism. 

One  thing  the  meddling  fools  of  Socialist-Radicals 
■want  is,  to  make  it  a  criminal  offence  for  a  workman 
to  work  more  than  eight  hours,  seven  hours,  six 
hours,  hve  hours,  four  hours  a  day,  whichever  of 
these  may  be  the  fancy  of  the  particular  meddling- 
fool  who  wants  to  meddle, 

A  man  is  in  the  dock. 

Magistrate :  Wliat  is  the  charge  against  this 
man  % 

Policeman  :  Working  more  than  eight  liours  in 
the  day,  your  Worship. 

Magistrate  :  What  liave  you  to  say  to  this 
charge  ? 
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Man  ill  dock:  Well,  your  honour,  J"vo  got  a 
little  lass  who  has  had  the  fever,  and  costs  a  deal  in 
doctors  and  medicines;  so  I  tried  to  earn  a  ])it  more 
Avajife. 

Magistrate  :  So  you  commit  a  crime  against  the 
law.     You  must  pay  a  line, 

Man  in  dock :   But  I  have  no  money. 

Magistrate  :  Then  you  must  go  to  prison. 

Man  in  dock  :  But  what  will  my  wife  and  family 
do  when  I  am  there  ? 

Magistrate:  That  is  not  the  business  of  the  Court: 
you  should  have  thought  of  that  before.  Next  case. 
(Exit  criminal). 

Now,  my  country  friends,  if  you  like  this  sort  of 
tyranny,  I  ha\  e  no  doubt  you  will  vote  for  the  Radical 
candidate. 

Education  is  good,  but  despotic  tyranny  is  bad.  A 
woman  is  taken  before  the  Magistrates.  "  What  has 
she  done  I  "  "  She  kept  her  eldest  girl  at  home  to 
help  her  to  nurse  her  little  sick  sister,  instead  of 
sending  her  to  school,  your  Worship,"  says  the 
policeman.  Then  she  must  be  fined  ten  shillings. 
But  she  hasn't  got  the  money.  Then  she  must  be 
sent  to  prison  as  if  she  were  a  felon.  Such  is 
Radical-Socialism — despotism  and  tyranny  every- 
where. In  fact,  the  Radical's  aim  is  to  fill  the 
country  with  meddling,  fussy  and  despotic  State-paid 
officials,  to  drill  the  people,  and  turn  them  from  free 
men  into  slaves. 

Mr.  Herbert  Spencer,  the  greatest  living  })()litical 
writer,  calls  Socialist-Radicalism,  ''  The  coming 
slavery."' 

Weak,  effeminate,  vicious,  idle  ])eo])le,  are  always 
crying  out  for  Government  help.  "  Oh,"  cries  out 
one  man,  piteously,  "  do  make  a  law  to  ])revent  any 
one  selling  me  a  glass  of  gin."     Or,  "Do  make  a  law 
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to  permit  lis  to  compel  ourselves  to  prohibit  us  from 
drinking-  beer ;  we  do  like  beer  so  much,  and  yet  it 
makes  us  so  very  drunk,  and  is  so  bad  for  our  health. 
Oh,  do  pass  a  permissive-compulsory-proliibition 
Bir."  Another  cries  out,  "Oh,  do  make  a  law  that 
will  prevent  people  finding  me  out  wlien  T  tell  them 
lies  about  tlie  way  I  have  voted  at  elections.  Do,  pray, 
make  a  law  to  protect  me."  Another  lifts  up  his 
voice,  and  cries,  "  Oh,  do  make  a  law  to  compel 
railway-carriages,  omnibuses,  and  four-wheel  cabs,  to 
carry  hot-water  bottles  for  my  feet.  I  have  not  got 
a  very  quick  circulation,  and  my  feet  do  get  so 
dreadfully  cold:  do,  pray,  pass  a  compulsory-cab- 
omnibus-railway-carriage-hot-water-bottle  Bill." 

Another  poor  wretch  wliincs  out,  "  Oli,  do  make  a 
law  to  protect  me  from  catching  contagious  diseases. 
I  cannot  help  going  to  places  where  1  am  likely  to 
catch  tliem  ;  but,  oh  dear  !  it  is  such  a  dreadful  thing- 
to  catch  a  contagious  disease.  Do  make  a  law  to 
protect  me." 

All  tlu^  foolish,  weak,  cowardly,  lazy,  vicious  people 
everywliere  are  always  crying  out,  "  Oli,  do  make 
laws  to  prevent  active,  industrious,  lionest,  sober 
people  from  getting  on  better  than  we  do!  A^'e  do 
like  drinking  and  idleness  so  nuich,  and  it  is  so  very 
much  trouble  looking  forward  beyond  the  present 
moment,  and  it  is  so  very  unpleasant  seeing  other 
people  cleaner  than  we  are,  and  their  wives  better 
dressed  than  ours  ;  do  make  laws  that  will  make 
everybody  as  dirty  and  idle  as  we  are,"  etc.  And  the 
aim  of  the  Socialist-liadical  of  the  day  is  to  make  these 
laws. 

If  tliis  ])olitical  party  liad  tlieir  way,  lil)erty 
would  be  at  an  end,  and  an  Englishman  would  be- 
come a  drilled  machine,  unable  to  move  a  step  for 
tlie   ])oints  of  compulsory  enactments  bristling  on  all 
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sides  of  him.  In  fact,  an  Englisliman  would  become 
a  slave.  If  you  like  slavery  vote  for  the  Eadical 
caudidate  at  elections. 


THE   BLESSED    WORD    "COMPULSION." 

Compulsion  means  tyrannical  despotism  with,  of 
course,  its  other  side,  slavery. 

Our  godless  Radicals  and  Socialists,  true  to  their 
French  notions,  wish  to  destroy  Christianity  with,  in 
fact,  religion  of  all  kinds.  Mr.  Lecky,  a  great  writer, 
says  that  Christianity  alone  is  the  cause  why  slavery 
no  longer  exists  in  civilised  nations.  Do  you  want 
to  return  to  slavery  \  The  old  English  name  for  a 
slave  was  a  serf.  Do  yoii  want  to  become  serfs 
again  X 

Serfs  in  former  feudal  or  socialist  times  could  not 
marry  till  they  had  got  leave  from  the  governing 
power.     Is  this  what  you  want  to  return  to  I 

Mr.  J.  Mill,  the  Socialist,  who  lived  in  France, 
and  from  whom  modern  Socialists  and  Radicals  get 
many  of  their  ideas,  Avanted  to  compel  all  English- 
men to  remain  unmarried  till  they  had  saved  as 
much  money  as  Mr.  Mill  thought  enough  for  a  man 
to  marry  upon.  Do  you  want  to  submit  to  such 
tyranny  as  this  \  Do  you  want  to  go  back  to  those 
old  despotic  ways  of  slavery,  serfdom,  paternal  gov- 
ernment, feudalism  and  socialism  1  Perhaps  you  do  ; 
then  A  ote  for  the  Radical. 

It  is  so  long  since  slavery  existed   in  Europe,  that 


94  Hints  for  Political  Leaflets. 

perhaps  you  can  hardly  imagine  wliat  it  means.  I 
will  give  you  a  hint  or  two. 

We  are  told  by  Tacitus  tliat  in  the  year  61  a.d. 
Pcdanius  Secundus  the  Prefect  was  murdered,  and 
the  murderer  was  not  identified  ;  whereupon  all  the 
slaves  belonging-  to  the  house,  to  the  number  of  four 
hundred,  were  crucified. 

In  Rome  the  slaves  were  so  brutally  used  that  they 
rose  against  their  masters.  But  the  slaves  got  the 
worst  of  it,  and  when  the  insurrection  was  quelled, 
six  thousand  of  them  were  crucified. 

A  slave-owner  in  Eome  could  at  any  time  kill  or 
torture  his  slave  whenever  he  might  take  a  fancy  to 
do  so. 

There  were  no  laws  to  prevent  or  punish  this 
crime,  and  so  it  was  often  committed. 

All  the  best  writers  agree  that  Christianity,  and 
Christianity  alone,  put  an  end  to  this  slavery.  Still, 
if  you  wish,  of  course  you  can  vote  for  the  liberty- 
hating,  Cliristianity-hating  Radical  and  Socialist.  If 
Christianity  is  destroyed,  what  is  to  prevent  slavery, 
in  its  worst  forms,  returning  X 

"  Any  one,"  says  H.  Spencer,  "  who  studies  in  the 
writings  of  Taine  and  De  Tocqueville  the  state  of 
things  that  preceded  the  French  Revolution,  will  see 
that  that  tremendous  catastrophe  came  about  partly 
from  such  excessive  meddliu"-  and  reg-ulation  of 
men's  actions  and  compulsion  everywhere,  and  such 
an  enormous  drafting  away  of  the  products  of  their 
actions  to  maintain  the  regulating  organization,  that 
life  was  fast  becoming  impracticable."  In  fact,  the 
endless  meddling  repression  of  liberty  advocated  by 
Radicals  and  Socialists  must  be  disastrous  to  a 
nation,  if  for  nothing  else  but  the  ruinous  cost  of 
it.  But  even  this  evil  is  nothing  to  the  pitiable 
slavishness  of  general  character  that  it  leads  to. 
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Of  course,  tlie  scheme  of  onr  Radical  politicians 
for  flooding  England  with  Inn-des  of  despotic 
officials  means  unceasin"-  and  everlastinjj:  rate- 
paying. 

Dickens,  in  one  of  his  stories,  describes  a  great 
disturbance  in  Mrs.  Lirriper's  lodging-house.  A 
rival  lodging-house  keeper  in  the  same  street 
accounted  for  it  by  saying  that  Mrs.  Lirriper  had 
been  "  overcharging  to  madness."  I  think  some  day 
there  will  be  riots  in  England  from  Radical-Socialist 
Governments  "  overcharging  to  madness." 

Taxation,  rates  and  Government  meddling  carried 
too  far  ends  in  the  cost  of  production  being  so  great 
in  a  country  that  it  is  out-competed  in  production, 
and  thence  ruined  by  countries  where  there  is  not 
undue  taxation,  rating  and  Government  meddling. 

If  rates  increase  beyond  a  certain  point,  produc- 
tion cannot  pay,  industries  will  cease,  wages  will  be 
no  more,  because  there  will  be  no  money  to  pay 
them  witli,  and  starvation  will  reign  in  tlie  land. 

Working-men  have  not  time  to  read  much  history, 
so  they  often  do  not  know  the  ruinous  results  of 
meddling  legislation  and  destroying  liberty  and  inde- 
pendence, as  our  Socialists  and  Radicals  want  to 
do,  and  treating  people  as  if  they  were  helpless 
children, 

I  will  give  you  one  instance.  Ancient  Peru, 
was  a  purely  Socialistic  country.  The  people  were 
entirely  managed  by  the  Government,  which 
settled  for  them  compulsorily  what  dress  they 
were  to  wear,  at  what  age  they  were  to  marry,  what 
wages  they  were  to  receive,  and  what  prices  they 
were  to  pay  for  everything  they  required.  In  fact, 
they  were  drilled  and  treated  like  helpless  children, 
as  our  liberals  and  Socialists  at  the  present  day  want 
to    drill   and  treat    vou.     Of  course,  the  Peruvians 
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hecconc  helpless  cliiklren,  so  incapable  of  doing-  any- 
thing for  themselves,  or  defending  themselves  when 
invaded,  tliat  they  were  slaughtered  like  sheep  hy  a 
mere  handful  of  Spaniards,  and  thus  their  nation 
came  to  an  end.  Do  you  wish  to  become  a  helpless 
people  like  the  Peruvians  ]  If  you  do,  you  w^ill  some 
day  be  successfully  invaded  by  some  strong  people 
who  have  not  been  cffeminized  by  Socialism,  as 
surely  as  anything  on  this  earth  is  sure. 

I  say  that  Socialism,  or  State  help,  and  meddling 
legislation  gradually  weakens  the  character  and 
destroys  the  independence  of  each  person  who  is 
meddled  witli.  Many  years  ago.  the  French  Govern- 
ment set  to  work  to  meddle  with  everybody's 
private  affairs  in  France,  to  make  their  wills 
and  destroy  tlieir  liberty  everywhere,  in  order  to 
luring  about  that  cliildish  and  ridiculous  dream  of  the 
weak  Celtic  man,  "  equality."  Of  course,  when  in- 
vaded by  the  Germans,  the  poor  lielpless  people, 
whose  characters  had  been  weakened  and  deterio- 
rated by  a  century  of  Government  meddling  and 
muddling  were  almost  as  helpless  before  the  German 
invaders  as  the  Peruvians  before  the  Spaniards. 

I  ask  again,  do  you  wish  to  return  to  the  serfdom 
and  semi-slavery  of  old  socialist  and  feudal  days  ? 

One  of  the  greatest  writers  of  tlie  day,  Herbert 
Spencer,  calls  Socialism  (as  it  cannot  be  too 
often  repeated)  "  The  coming  slavery."  In  another 
place  he  calls  it  the  new  Toryism,  or  returning  to  the 
old  despotic  Toryism  that  in  England  has  long  gone 
by.  The  clever  Americans  see  the  truth  that  is  in 
Herbert  Spencer.  He  is  their  prophet,  and  thus 
their  whole  system  of  life  is  founded  on  the  liberty 
of  individualism,  as  distinguished  from  the  slavery  of 
Radical-Socialism,  and  of  Government  "  meddle  and 
muddle."  What  is  the  consequence'?    The  Americans 
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are  oiit-compcting  all  those  nations  where  the  help- 
less people  are  tied  to  their  Government's  apron 
strings  and  thence  lose  all  independent  energy,  en- 
terprise and  manliness. 

Competition  for  survival  between  nations  will 
doubtless  ever  become  more  and  more  keen.  Thus, 
those  nations  will  survive  whose  inhabitants  are  most 
free,  most  manly  and  independent  in  character,  and 
least  slavish  or  socialistic. 


LAND. 

THE    CONFUSED    RADICAL. 


Radicals  and  Socialists  are  usually  either  half  edu- 
cated men,  or  men  with  some  bias — such,  for  instance, 
as  that  produced  by  class  hatred.  But  truth  about 
living  men  and  their  conduct  is  for  ever  shut  out 
from  the  biassed  mind,  as  well  as  from  the  envy-and- 
hatred-ridden  mind.  It  is  not  everyone  who  can  see 
the  absurdities,  confusions,  and  contradictions  there 
may  be  in  schemes  put  before  them,  when  put  plau- 
sibly, but  to  those  who  can  and  do  so,  the  words  of 
the  Socialist-Radicals  about  land  are,  for  the  most 
part,  even  as  the  words  of  an  Irishman  when  he  is 
three-parts  full  of  whiskey. 

Let  us  look  at  a  few  things  they  say. 

Every  poor  man,  says  many  a  Socialist  and  Radical, 
ought  to  become  owner  of  two  acres  or  more  of  land. 
But  he  also  says,  that  as  God  made  the  land  for  all, 
every  landowner  is  a  wicked  monopoliser  and  land- 
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grabber.  Then  the  poor  man  ought  not  to  become 
owner  of  two  acres  of  land.  Now,  wiiich  of  these  two 
things  does  the  Radical  mean  ?  We  will  suppose 
that  he  means  the  first — every  poor  man  is  to  become 
a  landowner.  But  the  Radical  says  there  is  to  be 
no  freedom  of  contract  ;  that  the  landowners 
are  to  be  taxed  higher  than  other  kinds  of  pro- 
perty-owners ;  that  the  landowner  is  not  to  let 
his  land  for  wliat  it  will  fetch  in  the  market ;  that 
the  management  of  it  is  to  be  in  the  hands  of 
land  courts  ;  that  once  having  let  his  two  acres  there 
must  be  fixity  of  tenure  and  the  owner,  so  called, 
must  never  take  it  into  his  own  hands  again,  inas- 
much as  this  would  mean  eviction  ;  also,  that  the 
tenant  is  to  have  the  power  of  selling  the  tenancy. 
Of  course,  English  working  men  will  not  buy  land  on 
such  terms  as  these,  so  we  come  to  two  remarkable 
Radical  announcements  :  (1)  That  poor  men  should 
buy  land  ;  (2)  That  poor  men  should  be  prevented 
from  buying  land. 

In  practice,  in  an  old  country  a  poor  man  buying 
land  means  his  borrowing  half  the  money  to  buy  it 
with.  But  no  lender  will  lend  money,  except  at 
enormous  interest,  on  land  that  has  no  real  owner 
but  only  an  occupant  at  the  mercy  of  arbitrary  land 
courts.  So  here  again  the  Radical  says :  (1)  That 
the  poor  man  should  buy  land  ;  (2)  That  the  con- 
ditions of  land-owning  are  to  be  made  such  that  no 
poor  man,  who  is  not  a  born  fool,  will  think  of  paying 
the  necessary  interest  on  the  money  for  doing  so.  Is 
it  possible  that  you,  after  considering  these  things, 
will  vote  for  the  Radical  candidate  \ 
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CAPITAL  AND   CAPITALISTS   IN   LAND. 

All  civilisation,  or  modes  of  life  raised  above 
brute-like  savagery,  requires  both  the  muscle  of  the 
labourer  and  the  capital  of  the  capitalist.  The 
landowner  means  a  capitalist  who  organises  a  food- 
growing  business. 

The  Socialist-Radical,  who  unceasingly  aims  at 
the  state  of  society  without  wealth,  only  found 
amongst  savages  and  the  lower  animals,  passes 
his  life  waging  war  on  the  capital  of  capitalists. 
But,  says  wise  Edmund  Burke,  "The  capital  of 
the  capitalists  is  the  banking  house  of  those  who 
labour.  It  all  returns  to  tliem."  All  the  wealth 
of  rich  men  goes  directly  or  indirectly  into  the 
pockets  of  those  who  labour.  And  the  poor 
confused  Radical  wages  unceasing  war  on  capital, 
jjrofessedly  for  the  good  of  those  who  lahoiir! 

"  Every  working  man,"  says  M.  About,  "  who  is 
not  stupid,  wishes  for  as  many  rich  capitalists  as 
possible,  for  the  more  there  are,  the  greater  will  be 
the  demand  for  his  labour."  "  When,"  says  Burke, 
"  the  poor  rise  to  destroy  the  rich,  they  act  as  wisely, 
for  their  own  purposes,  as  when  they  burn  mills  and 
throw  corn  into  the  river,  to  make  bread  cheap  ;  "  or, 
as  the  poor  Paddies  did  in  Ireland,  when  they 
burned  bank-notes  in  order  to  ruin  the  bank  that 
issued  them. 

There    has    been    much    stagnation   in   business. 

11—2 
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Works  have  gone  on,  but  profits  to  capitalists  have 
been  little  or  nothing.  Very  much  wealth  or 
wage  fund  has  in  consequence  gone  abroad.  The 
Radical  of  the  envious  and  class-hating  kind  calls 
this  the  right  state  of  things.  "  Capital,"  he 
says,  "  should  not  increase."  But  if  capital  does 
not  increase  there  can  be  no  new  works  or  under- 
takings, for  these  depend  on  new  capital  being 
formed,  "This  is  not  true,"  says  the  Radical, 
for  working  men  will  form  capital.  Yes,  but  those 
who  do  so  will  become  capitalists,  and  capitalists 
are  to  be  removed  from  oif  the  face  of  the  earth. 
Well,  at  any  rate,  says  the  Socialist-Radical,  we  don't 
want  riches.  Yes,  but  a  country  cannot  be  powerful 
without  riches.  We  don't  want  the  country  to  be 
powerful,  says  the  Radical,  we  want  it  to  shrink 
into  the  smallest  dimentions.  Yes,  but  all  the  time 
other  countries  are  not  shrinking  to  the  smallest 
dimensions,  and  so  one  of  them  will  be  eating  us  up 
some  day.  This  is  impossible,  for  war  is  over  in  the 
world !  And  so  these  poor,  foolish,  half-crazy  people 
go  maundering  on.  The  competition  and  struggle  in 
all  ways  for  survival  between  rival  nations  is  very 
keen,  and  must,  doubtless,  become  keener  and  keener. 
Cobden  and  his  followers  thought  war  was  over  in 
the  world.  Since  he  died  there  have  been  the  most 
gigantic,  wars  ever  known. 

"  France,"  says  M.  Leroy-Beaulieu,  "  is  not  pros- 
pering." I  attribute  this  to  the  marked  depreciation 
in  the  fortunes  and  incomes  of  the  wealthier  classes. 
But  it  is  the  object  of  Radical-Socialism  in  all  coun- 
tries to  bring  about  this  depreciation  ;  that  is  to  say, 
it  is  the  object  of  Radicalism  in  all  countries  to 
destroy  prosperity  and  bring  nations  down  to  the 
ground. 

If  you  wish  Great  Britain  to  be  brought  to  the 
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ground,  of  course  you  will  vote  for  the  Radical 
candidates. 

History  repeats  itself  for  ever  and  ever,  because 
average  human  nature  is  much  the  same  for  ever 
and  ever.  In  Rome,  the  stupid  Radicals  of  the 
envious  or  malevolent  class,  like  Pliny,  condemned 
capital  and  large  properties.  The  large  properties 
came  to  an  end,  and  about  the  same  time  the  Roman 
Empire  came  to  an  end.  She  lost  her  power  and  be- 
came helpless  to  resist  invasion. 

The  real  evil  of  Roman  latifundia  was  not  the  size 
of  the  properties,  but  the  fact  that  they  were  worked 
by  slaA'e  labour.  Now,  in  England,  if  Socialists  get 
their  way  in  the  matter  of  the  "  coming  slavery."  as 
Socialism  is  called,  if  it  is  coming,  oiu'  land  will  be 
worked  by  slave  labour.  The  form  will  be  different, 
but  slavery  is  slavery,  and  despotism  is  despotism. 
Herbert  Spencer  shows  clearly  that  Socialistic  schemes 
carried  out  mean  slavery. 

"  The  possession  of  capital,"  says  Burton,  "  is  the 
element  that  distinguishes  the  civilised  man  from  the 
savage."  "  What  benefactor  of  the  world,"  says  a 
great  writer,  "  like  the  capitalist  X  Where  charity 
feeds  one  man,  capital  feeds  millions.  Capital  con- 
verts the  desert  into  a  garden  ;  the  hamlet  into  a 
city.     Your  capitalist  is  the  great  civiliser." 


PEASANT   PROPRIETARY. 

Socialist-Radicals  want  to    force    the   old  peasant 
proprietary  again  on  England,  that  died  out  because 
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it  did  not  pay ;  because  it  was  against  nature. 
Indeed,  the  aim  of  Radicalism  all  the  world  over 
is  to  counteract  the  laws  of  nature — to  force  water 
uphill.  In  England,  nature,  or  the  free  natural 
working  of  things,  has  substituted  amongst  farmers 
hiring  land  for  owning  it.  But  the  >Socialist- 
Radicals,  as  I  say,  think  that  water  should  never  be 
allowed  to  run  downhill.  In  fact  it  would  be  liberty. 
But  nature  demands  liberty.  "  Nature,"  as  Bacon 
says,  "  is  conquered  only  by  obeying  and  going  along 
with  her,"  not  by  going  against  her.  The  earth 
whirls  round  its  axis.  It  also  whirls  round  the  suu. 
It  also  whirls  with  the  sun  and  planets  through  space 
round  some  centre,  as  is  believed  by  science.  Al- 
together it  goes  very  quick,  and  yet  we  travel  safely 
because  we  go  with  it.  So  it  is  with  all  the  laws  of 
nature.  If  we  go  with  them  we  live  unhurt  and  happy. 
If  we  go  against  them,  like  tlie  Socialists  with  their 
liberty-destroying  ways,  we  are  miserable.  If  we  clip 
the  wings  of  a  bird  and  thus  destroy  its  liberty  to 
get  food,  it  either  dies  or  lives  miserably. 

Liberty,  and  thence  inequality,  or  variety,  is  the. 
law  of  God  and  nature.  By  these  have  arisen  the 
marvellous  beauty,  variety,  wonders,  and  glories  of 
the  world,  physical,  mental  and  spiritual.  If  Socialist- 
Radicalism  had  been  the  creator,  the  surface  of  the 
earth  would  have  been  a  dead  flat.  There  would  liave 
been  no  such  thing  as  colour,  for  it  would  never  do 
for  some  colours  to  be  beautiful  whilst  others  are 
ugly.  As  to  living  things,  a  low  dead  level  of  some 
such  creatures  as  toads  would  crawl  over  the  earth, 
some  beautiful  contrivance  being  provided  by  the 
"  creator  "  to  prevent  any  one  toad  being  larger  or 
crawling  faster  than  its  neighbour.  Our  socialistic, 
liberty-hating  creator  would  compel  every  particle  of 
matter  to  take  the  line  of  most,  instead  of  least,  resist- 
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ance,  so  trees  would  be  forced  to  grow  with  tlieir  heads 
downwards,  the  sun  and  moon  to  travel  backwards, 
and  in  fact  as  terrible  a  mess  would  be  made  of  the 
universe  and  all  the  things  therein  as  always  was 
made  in  the  barbarous,  despotic  "  meddling  and 
muddling"  socialistic  and  feudal  times,  with  tlie 
things  of  men. 

It  is  to  tlie  tyrannical  and  compulsory  ways  of 
those  old  times  that  our  Socialist-Radicals  aim  at 
taking  society  back,  after  ages  of  struggle  for  liberty 
liad  at  length  in  England  nearly  got  rid  of  them. 
And  now  we  are  to  go  l)ack  again  !  It  is  the  old 
story,  no  doubt.  Despotism,  Avith  its  complement, 
slavery,  is  human  nature,  until  men  reach  a 
certain  heiglit.  Autocratic  Despotism  with  its 
slavery,  democratic  despotism  with  its  slavery, 
religious  despotism  wnth  its  slavery,  are  tlie  same 
things  under  different  forms.  The  lighting  despot 
of  one  time,  the  religious  Jesuit  despot  of  another, 
the  chattering  demagogue  despot  of  another.  Poor 
human  nature  is,  no  doubt,  poor  human  nature  for 
ever  and  ever.  Still,  this  is  no  reason  why  we 
should  not  strive  for  liberty  against  the  Socialisms, 
Despotisms,  and  Slaveries.  Indeed,  it  is  all  the 
more  reason  why  we  should  do  so.  Human  life 
means  an  eternal  battle  between  civilisation  and 
barbarism,  right* and  wrong,  good  and  evil. 

"  There  is  no  stronger  conviction,"  says  Max  Midler, 
*'  in  this  age  than  the  conviction  of  the  men  of  science 
that  all  happiness  depends  upon  adaptaticm  of  human 
life  to  the  laws  of  nature."  But  conceive  the 
lladical  politician  ever  asking  the  question,  "  What 
are  the  laws  of  nature  V  or  "  What  are  the  laws  of 
God  ■?  "  which  in  fact  is  the  same  question  put  in  a 
better  form  !  "  Water,"  he  says,  "  shall  not  run 
downhill,  laws  or  no  laws." 
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Socialist-Radicals  tell  you  that  you  should  buy 
land  and  become  peasant  proprietors.  But  where 
are  you,  who  live  in  an  old,  thickly-populated  country, 
where  land  is  costly,  to  get  the  capital  to  buy  it  ? 
England,  formerly,  when  land  was  cheap,  as  in  all 
countries  that  are  in  backward  stages  of  develop- 
ment, used  to  be  full  of  peasant  proprietors.  The 
system  has  almost  died  out,  because  as  I  have  said, 
it  did  not paji  so  Avell  to  own  land  as  to  hire  it.  A 
man,  we  will  say,  was  owner  of  a  hundred  acres  of 
land.  He  found  he  had  forty  pounds  a  year  to  live, 
or  rather  starve,  upon,  and  tliat  his  farm  got  into  a 
worse  state  every  year  for  want  of  capital,  machinery, 
and  manure  to  farm  it  well.  He  sold  the  land  and 
became  the  purchaser's  tenant.  Then  he  found 
that  he  had  £100  to  live  on  every  year,  besides 
his  landlord  providing  capital  to  drain  and  improve 
liis  farm.  This  sort  of  thing  has  been  going  on  in 
England  for  many  years,  to  the  enormous  increase  of 
produce  and  of  riches. 

Peasant  proprietary  in  France,  a  country  with  a 
fiir  better  soil  and  climate  than  England,  is,  as  I 
have  told  you,  a  failure.  Little  more  than  half 
the  produce  comes  from  the  land  per  acre  com- 
pared with  the  produce  in  England,  and  the 
peasant  proprietors  in  most  parts  live  lives  of 
slavery,  dirt,  and  penury  to  man,  woman,  and 
child  (if  there  is  a  child).  The  women  have  to 
work  unceasingly  in  the  fields  ;  they  have  no  time  to 
attend  to  their  cottages,  whicli  consequently  are  filthy, 
and  they  look  old  women  before  they  are  thirty. 
These  landowners  are  so  poor  that  they  cannot  afford 
fuel,  so  for  warmtli  in  AMnter  they  sleep  at  night  in 
the  cow-liouses,  with  the  pigs  and  beasts.  They  are 
too  poor  to  afford  to  bring  up  children,  so  they  have 
scarcely  any.     The  French  are   extremely  penurious. 
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and  they  are  content  to  live  on  sour  black  bread, 
made  of  rye,  sour  weak  wine,  and  nothing  else.  But 
you  are  not  content  with  such  fare.  I  repeat,  do  not 
allow  yourselves  to  be  turned  into  Frenchmen. 

Amongst  the  French  peasants  avIio  own  their  bits 
of  land,  a  man  has  been  seen  ploughing,  the  plough 
being  pulled  by  his  wife  and  a  donkey. 

There  is  one  thing  to  improve  the  condition  of  the 
money-saving  agricultural  labourer,  and  that  is  the 
]iower  to  hire  allotments  of  land  and  small  holdings, 
varied  in  size  according  to  the  means  of  the  hirer. 
This  is  the  Conservative's  view  of  the  matter,  and 
to  get  this  power  all  of  you  should  agitate  in  those 
parts  of  England  where  it  does  not  already  exist. 

Peasant  proprietary  has  been  gradually  dying  out 
in  England  because  it  does  not  pay,  whilst  hiring 
hind  does  pay.  This  is  in  consequence  of  that  pecu- 
liarity of  English  human  nature,  according  to  which, 
large  landowners  loving  country  life  are  content  with 
extremely  small  interest  (rent),  something  under  two 
per  cent  for  their  capital,  and  because  they,  as  a 
rule,  take  a  pride  in  improving  their  properties,  and 
spending  money  on  tlieir  farms.  It  is  said  that  the 
late  Duke  of  Sutherland  spent  a  million  pounds  in 
improving  his  property. 

There  is  nothing  new  in  the  Socialist's  aim  at  for- 
cing a  return  to  the  peasant  proprietary  of  half-bar- 
barous times,  against  the  natural  working  of  things. 
Feargus  O'Connor  tried  it.  But  the  deluded  peasants 
were  soon  ruined,  and  ended  by  cursing  poor  Feargus 
and  all  his  schemes.  In  fact,  they  had  after  a  time 
no  capital,  no  stock,  no  implements,  and  no  manure. 
Our  Radicals  are  often  town  people,  so  one  cannot  be 
surprised  that  they  do  not  know  that  stock,  imple- 
ments, machinery,  capital,  and  manure,  have  anytiiing 
to  do  with  farming.     But  this   being  so,  surely  they 
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might  make  inquiries  of  people  avIio  do  understand 
about  tliese  things. 

Still,  though  for  a  labouring  man  to  own  a  bit  of 
land  does  not  pay  him  nearly  so  well  as  hiring  it, 
some  seem  to  prefer  owning  to  liiring.  Therefore,  it 
is  desirable  that  the  means  of  becoming  an  owner 
should  be  put  within  his  reach.  With  this  view,  land 
should  be  made,  as  far  as  possible,  as  easy  to  sell  as  a 
cow  is,  but  beyond  this,  whatever  you  do,  resist 
Government  meddling  in  such  a  matter,  as  I  hope  you 
do  the  Devil  and  all  his  Avorks  ;  for  wlienever 
and  Avherever  a  Government  meddles  it  always 
muddles.  Jobbery,  scamped  work,  and  extrava- 
gance alwat/s  come  of  it.  The  Kadical-Social- 
ists  aim  at  this  Government  meddling.  But  what 
it  really  means  is  this.  It  means  trying  to  force 
on  the  country  an  army  of  Government  officials 
and  an  enormous  increase  of  rates  and  taxes  to  pay 
their  salaries,  which  rates  and  taxes  come  indirectly 
out  of  your  pockets,  in  the  form  of  diminished  wages 
and  increased  house  rents  and  prices  of  everything. 
It  means  political  parties  giving  appointments  to 
innumerable  officials,  and  thus  bribing  them  for  their 
votes  and  political  support.  Government  officialism 
is  one  of  the  many  curses  of  France,  and  our  own 
Radical  politicians  of  tlie  French  kind  want  to  force 
this  curse,  as  well  as  all  the  otlier  French  curses,  on 
England. 

If  you  wisli  to  be  meddled  with  by  Government 
officials  every  hour  of  every  day,  as  a  Frenchman  is, 
I  think  you  had  better  vote  for  the  Radical 
candidate. 

Instances  of  the  puzzle-headedness  of  Radicals 
about  land  are  endless.  A  few  years  ago  an  official  in- 
quiry took  place  in  France  upon  the  state  of  agricul- 
ture in  that  country  of  peasant  proprietors,  and  some 
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curious  statements  resulted  from  it.  Poor  men  were 
described  as  flocking  to  the  towns  in  consequence  of 
the  dearth  of  capital  in  the  country,  whicli  dearth 
Avas  stated  to  be  produced  by  the  division  of 
properties ;  and  this  system  of  innumerable  small 
peasant  proprietors  was  called  the  great  impediment 
to  improvements,  such  as  draining,  machinery,  etc., 
inasmuch  as  small  peasant  landoAvners  cannot  aftbrd 
these  things.     Hence  they  flocked  to  the  towns. 

Now,  our  Radicals  and  Socialists  all  tell  you  that 
the  reason  labourers  flock  to  towns  in  Eni>land  is 
because  England  is  not  cut  up  into  very  small 
peasant  ])roperties.  Is  this  puzzle-headedness,  or 
what  \  Of  course  the  reason  of  country  people  going 
to  the  towns  more  than  they  used  to  do  in  England 
is  (besides  improved  machinery,  which  leads  to  fewer 
labourers  being  wanted)  education  and  railroads. 
How  can  men  Avant  to  go  to  towns  if  they  do  not 
know  there  are  towns  to  go  to  \  Or  if  they  do 
know,  how  can  they  go  if  they  have  no  means  of 
going  ? 

Men  are  strange  creatures.  The  English  Socialist- 
Radical  lifts  up  his  voice  and  complains  about  the  way 
country  labourers  flock  to  towns,  his  sure  and  certain 
remedy  being  a  peasant  proprietary ;  whilst  all  this 
time  the  French  political  writer  lifts  up  his  voice 
and  complains  of  the  way  French  agricultural 
labourers  flock  to  towns,  his  sure  and  certain  remedy 
being  the  renvniciation  of  peasant  proprietary  and 
the  adoption  of  the  landlord-and-tenant  system. 

The  best  political  writers  of  such  countries  as 
France,  Germany,  Belgium,  Italy,  Russia,  etc.,  where 
the  peasant  proprietor  system  has  been  fully  tried, 
have  pronounced  it  a  failure.  It  has  failed  in  two 
ways — by  diminishing  the  producing  power  of  the 
soil,  and  tlierefore  impoverishing  the  nation,   and   by 
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committing  the  peasant  farmers  themselves  to  lives 
of  such  toil,  hardship,  privation  and  squalor  as  no 
wage-paid  lahourer  on  a  large  estate  in  England  is 
ever  called  upon  to  endure. 

The  Radicals  and  Socialists  say  that  nobody  ought 
to  work  more  than  eight  hours  a-day.  But  where 
there  is  a  peasant  proprietary,  man,  woman  and  child 
work,  or  rather  slave,  at  least  fourteen  hours  a-day. 
It  is  the  only  way  they  can  make  a  livelihood.  In 
fact,  the  evils  of  the  system  are  so  enormous  that 
many  attempts  are  being  made  abroad  to  upset  it. 
Germany  has  issued  three  Government  Commissions 
on  the  subject,  whose  reports  agree  in  describing 
the  state  of  things  brought  about  by  sub-division  as 
being  of  an  alarming  character. 

Professor  Yoelcker  says  of  the  petite  culture  of 
Germany  and  Belgium,  "The  position  of  the  small 
peasant  ])roprietors  is  simply  wretched  compared  to 
that  of  a  decent  English  agricultural  labourer.  Man, 
wife,  sons,  and  daughters  on  a  small  peasant  property 
have  all  to  work  hard  from  early  morn  till  night  to 
gain  enough  to  keep  body  and  soul  together.  They 
exist  upon  the  most  frugal  fare,  and  live  in  dirty, 
crowded  hovels.  As  regards  food  and  housing,  the 
English  laboiu'er  is  unquestionably  fifty  per  cent, 
better  off  than  they  are."  The  Secretary  of  the 
Agricultural  Association  at  Berlin  reports  as  follows  : 
"  The  whole  agricultural  produce  in  Germany  is  less 
than  one-half  per  acre  that  of  England.  The  number 
of  families  in  Prussia  exempt  from  direct  taxation, 
because  they  earn  less  than  £25  a  year  (about  9s.  7d. 
a  week),  was  in  1882  upwards  of  7,000,000,  accord- 
ing to  Dr.  Geffachen,  and  the  numbers  increase  every 
year."  llemedies  are  proposed  in  Prussia  for  counter- 
acting the  evils  oimorcellement. 

If  you  like  living  on   nine  shillings  and  sixpence 
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a  week,  like  the  wretched  Prussian  peasant  pro- 
prietors, I  recommend  you  to  vote  for  the  Radical 
candidate. 

Many  Radicals  profess  to  think  everything  in 
Republican  America  to  be  better  than  in  England. 
But  American  ways  are  the  extreme  opposite  to  those 
at  which  our  Radical  politicians  aim.  Americans 
laugh  at  peasant  proprietary  and  little  farming 
without  capital  and  machinery,  as  "  behind  the  age." 
One  landowner  in  the  United  States,  Mr.  E.  Sprague, 
owns  500,000  acres  of  land,  and  he  himself  cultivates 
13,000  acres. 

Little  peasant  proprietary  farming  without  capital 
has,  in  England,  in  a  great  degree  gone  out,  because 
larger  farming  with  capital  has  beaten  it.  In  the 
battle  of  life  little  farming  can  no  more  hold  its  own, 
except  in  gardens  very  near  large  towns,  than  hand 
spinning  wheels  can  against  machinery  It  does  not 
survive  where  liberty  exists,  because  it  is  not  fit  to 
survive.  France,  not  being  a  free  country,  liberty  of 
bequest  and  liberty  everywhere  being  despotically 
prevented  and  interfered  with,  remains  in  the  stage 
of  little  farming  that  used  to  exist  in  England,  and 
the  price  France  pays  is  enormous. 

It  is  proved  that  on  the  large  estates  in  England, 
under  landlord  and  tenant  system,  the  produce  of 
land  is  far  greater,  the  labourers  better  oft',  and  the 
cottages  better  than  in  other  parts.  Surely,  then,  one 
would  think  that  Radicals  who  profess  philanthropy 
will  do  nothing  to  prevent  the  formation  of  large 
landed  properties.  But  one  would  think  wrong. 
The  Radical  aims  at  establishing  compulsorily  that 
kind  of  proprietorship  of  land  which  is  proved  by  ex- 
perience to  lead  to  most  wretchedness,  sterility  of  soil, 
depopulation,  poverty  and  misery.  He  seems  to  care 
nothing  for  the  misery,  so  long  as  his  class  malevolence 
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is  satisfied,  or  his  crazy  dreams  about  the  future  Utopia 
encouraged.  I  need  hardly  say  that  a  man  ought  not 
to  be  such  a  meddling  fool  as  to  wish  to  interfere  by 
compulsory  legislation  with  the  natural  economic 
laws  and  with  freedom  of  business  in  the  matter  at 
all,  either  on  the  one  side  or  another,  the  results  of 
such  legislation,  as  Herbert  Spencer  says,  always 
turning  out  different  from  and  often  opposite  to 
what  is  expected  by  the  "  meddling  fools  "  who 
legislate.  Some  forms  of  peasant  proprietorship  are 
doubtless  right  for  some  of  the  backward  and  low 
stages  of  development  from  savagery,  where  capital 
hardly  exists  and  where  land  is  very  cheap,  but  only 
for  such  stages.  But  it  is  quite  unfit  for  old 
developed  nations  which  possess  power,  riches  and 
civilisation. 

In  Russia  a  peasant  proprietary  was  established  by 
the  Government,  since  which  time  the  peasantry 
have  been  becoming  more  and  more  indigent,  and 
are  subject  to  frightful  famines  with  the  terrible 
diseases  that  always  accompany  famines.  We  learn 
from  a  good  Russian  writer,  J.  Janson,  that  the 
Russian  Government  advanced  about  one  hundred 
million  pounds  to  the  peasants  for  the  purchase  of 
their  holdings  from  the  landowners,  to  be  repaid  by 
instalments  of  six  per  cent,  for  forty-nine  years ; 
that  these  instalments  have  not  been  paid  ;  that  the 
hundred  millions  are  for  the  most  part  irrecoverable  ; 
that  bad  farming,  without  manure  and  without 
machinery,  has  ended  in  vast  districts  being  thrown 
out  of  cultivation,  and  that  every  year  the 
state  of  the  Russian  peasant  is  becoming  more 
and  more  liopeless.  Here  we  see  the  terrible 
consequences  of  governments  meddling  unduly  with 
natural  economic  laws.  Socialist-Radicals  can  ruin 
nations,    but   they  cannot    alter   the  laws    of    God. 
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They  can  destroy  tlie  symmetrical  working-  of  these 
laws^  but  they  cannot  prevent  tlie  retribution  that 
always  comes  from  doing  so.  They  may,  by  destroy- 
ing liberty  in  business,  aim  at  protecting  one  class  of 
men  at  the  expense  of  another  class,  but  they  cannot 
prevent  the  misery  that  specially  comes  upon  that 
class  they  think  they  are  protecting. 

The  aim  of  the  Radical  and  Socialist  is  to  abolish 
the  land-owning  class  whence  you  get  your  wages. 
"  Abolish  the  English  country  gentlemen,"  cried 
Browning,  the  poet,  "  why  they  are  the  salt  of  the 
earth." 

Browning  was  an  advanced  Liberal,  but  he  had 
lived  much  abroad,  and  knew  the  terrible  evils  that 
came  from  lack  in  a  country  of  those  little  centres  of 
civilisation,  the  homes  of  country  gentlemen.  From 
want  of  these  "  centres  "  in  France,  the  great  MTiter, 
M,  Eenan,  says  that  the  French  peasant  proprietor 
lives  a  life  little  higher  than  that  of  savages.  And 
i\r.  Zola,  another  very  accurate  observer  and  relater 
of  facts,  describes  their  lives  as  bestial.  Such  is  the 
result  of  the  French  envy-and-hatred-born  laws 
abolishing  liberty  in  order  to  get  equality. 

M.  Yille  is  the  highest  authority  in  France  on  agri- 
culture. He  says,  the  envy  and  jealousy  against  the 
richer  land  proprietors  is  not  inferior  to  the  ferocity 
of  wild  beasts — it  is  the  hatred  of  the  savage  against 
civilised  man.  Such,  too,  is  the  state  of  mind  of 
many  amongst  our  envy-and-hatred-ridden  town 
Socialists  and  Radicals  in  England,  who  are  often 
Celts,  Jews  and  other  men  of  non-English  blood. 
But  you  are  Englishmen,  and  never  according  to  his- 
tory have  manifested  this  diabolic  natiu'e.  "  En^7," 
says  Bacon,  "is  the  special  quality  of  the  Devil." 
"  The  ruling  passion,"  says  Balzac,  "  in  France  is 
envy."     But  it  is  not  your  ruling  passion,  and  I  hope 
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it  Avill  never  be,  inasmuch  as  it  must  be  the  ruin  of 
any  nation  where  it  is.  A  community  of  bees  con- 
sists of  clearly  defined  classes.  How  long  would 
the  community  last  if  each  class  unceasingly  tried 
from  envy  and  hatred  to  destroy  the  other  classes  X 

Socialists  and  Radicals  are  reactionaries  and  retro- 
gressionists,  who  want  to  put  the  hands  of  the  clock 
*'  progress "  back  to  where  they  were  in  England 
hundreds  of  years  ago,  and  are  in  France  now. 

Evidence  of  the  miserable  state  of  agriculture  on 
the  Continent  now,  as  in  Great  Britain  formerly,  I 
could  pour  into  these  pages  by  the  gallon.  But 
statistical  facts  are  not  lively  reading,  and  books  are 
written  to  be  read.  Writings  are  to  instruct.  If 
nobody  reads,  nobody  is  instructed.  Still,  I  must 
give  some  of  them. 

M.  Ville  says,  at  page  199  of  the  preface  to  his 
book.  Artificial  Manures:  "The  example  of  France 
is  lamentable  and  distressing,  for  the  average  produc- 
tion of  wheat  is  only  14^  bushels  per  acre."  At  page 
201,  he  says  :  "  I  have  no  hesitation  in  declaring  the 
agricultural  situation  in  France  to  be  lamentable  and 
threatening  in  the  highest  degree. 

On  the  unquestionable  authority  of  M.  de  Laverghe 
we  learn  that  the  average  yield  of  oats  in  England  is 
nearly  twice  what  it  is  in  France,  under  a  peasant 
proprietary.  The  yield  of  wheat  in  England  is  25 
hectolitres  to  the  hectare,  that  of  France  only  12.  It 
is  the  same  with  live  stock.  England  maintains  two 
sheep  to  the  hectare,  France  only  two-thirds  of  a 
sheep.  And  yet  France  has  a  much  better  climate, 
and  better  soil  than  England.  Thus,  when  the 
Radical  cries  out  for  a  peasant  proprietary,  he  is 
really  crying  out  for  bad  farming  without  capital  or 
machinery,  and  for  small  produce  of  land  for  the 
people.     But  when  he  cries  out  for  all  the  land  to 


Hi  ids  for  I'ulifical  Leaflets.  113 

be  turned  into  common  land,  as  it  originally  avus,  he 
cries  out  for  no  produce  of  land  for  the  people  at 
all! 

Lady  A'erney  has  published  some  essays  on  French 
peasant  proprietary,  showing  the  terrible  consequences 
of  that  system,  as  well  as  of  destroying  liberty  of 
bequest,  in  order  to  force  on  the  country,  contrary  to 
the  laws  of  nature,  the  equality  that  is  only  found 
amongst  savages.  Instead  of  copying  out  what 
Lady  ^"erney  says,  I  will  only  recommend  her  book 
to  be  read.  It  is  very  interesting.  Still,  I  will  make 
one  or  two  extracts. 

"  In  consequence,"  says  Lady  A'erney,  "  of  destroy- 
ing liberty  of  bequest  and  compelling  properties  to 
be  sub-divided  at  death,  the  peasants  cannot  live  on 
the  produce  of  their  plots,  and  in  a  bad  year  they 
are  reduced  to  starvation  and  live  on  charity."  "  My 
mother,"  said  a  doctor  to  Lady  Verney,  "'  generally 
has  to  keep  alive  four  or  five  families  in  winter." 

An  Englishman  can  hardly  realise  the  degradation 
of  the  French  peasant  families  in  some  parts  of 
France.  Instead  of  having  fires  in  winter  they  sleep 
in  the  cow  stables  for  warmth,  "  IIommes,femmes,  et 
betes,  tout  ca  i)ele-meley  In  fact,  they  seem  to  be,  in 
civilisation,  about  on  a  par  with  Arabs  of  the  lower 
sort.  "  We  had  to  camp,"  says  a  traveller,  "  in  an 
Arab  "village.  We  could  have  slept  in  the  largest 
house,  but  it  was  full  of  vermin,  and  there  was  a 
family  of  goats  in  the  only  bedroom  and  two  don- 
keys in  the  parlour." 

"  Women,"  says  Lady  Yerney,  "  are  treated  as 
beasts  of  burden,"  and  their  cottages  are  filthy.  "  The 
home  of  an  English  laboiu'er  is  a  paradise  in 
comparison." 

In  an  English  village,  Avliere  there  is  the  usual  ad- 
mixture of  classes,  the  squire,  the  parson,  the  farmer, 
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the  artisans,  and  the  hibourers  get  up  cricket  ckibs, 
school  feasts,  concerts,  lectures,  penny  readings,  etc. 
"  There  is  no  one,"  says  Lady  Yerney,  "  in  the 
dead  level  of  a  French  village  who  can  afford  time 
or  money  for  anything  of  the  kind." 

M.  de  Lavergne  tells  us  tliat  the  result  of  a 
peasant  proprietary  is  "  une  indicjence  universeUe" 
France,  he  says,  yields,  acre  for  acre,  only  half  the 
produce  that  England  does.  But  in  Kent,  Glouces- 
tershire, and  Essex,  where  there  are  still  many  peasant 
proprietors,  he  found  agriculture  more  backward  and 
pauperism  more  prevalent  than  in  other  parts  of 
England. 

The  peasant  proprietor  system,  says  a  good 
writer,  "  has  left  one  town  in  Belgium  with  25,000 
citizens,  of  whom  13,000  are  paupers,  and  another 
in  France  with  a  third  of  its  inhabitants  dependent 
on  public  alms." 

"  The  earth  brings  the  French  peasant  proprietor 
two  per  cent.,"  says  M.  Michelet,  and  "  the  usurer 
demands  eiglit  for  the  money  he  lias  borrowed  of 
him.  He  has  escaped  a  considerate  landlord  only  to 
fall  into  the  hands  of  the  money-lender,  who  exacts 
the  uttermost  fartliing." 

The  cause  of  the  superiority  of  English  produce, 
of  course,  is  capital — first,  of  the  tenant,  wliich, 
says  M.  Lavergne,  is  usually  four  times  that  of  the 
French  proprietor ;  secondly,  of  the  landlord. 
Two  of  my  friends  have  each  spent  about 
£100,000  in  draining.  Mr.  Wooley,  a  well- 
known  land  agent,  calculated  a  few  years  ago 
that  in  forty  years  English  landlords  had  spent 
£60,000,000  in  draining  alone,  and  draining  is 
only  one  minor  item.  Some  Socialist-Radicals  aim 
at  getting  all  land  into  the  hands  of  local  authorities 
as  laiidlords.      I  wonder  whether  they  think  these 
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new  landlords  will  spend  £60,000,000  every  fifty 
years   in   draining  for  their  tenants  ! 

M.  de  Lavergne  looks  forward  to  the  time  when 
French  peasants  will  see  the  advantage  of  the  land- 
lord-and-tenant  system,  over  peasant  ownership. 

One  evil  resnlt  of  a  peasant  proprietary  is  that  a 
country  becomes  stripped  of  its  trees,  causing  de- 
terioration of  the  climate,  destruction  of  fuel,  and 
loss  of  beauty.  Woods  and  trees  in  old  countries 
depend  upon,  not  only  a  landlord  class,  but  a  landlord 
class  that  practises  the  custom  of  primogeniture. 
People  plant  trees  for  the  good  of  their  descendants. 
As  to  fuel,  the  absence  of  trees  is  in  France  so 
disastrous  in  some  places  that  the  peasants  burn  in 
their  grates  the  manure  that  ought  to  enrich  their 
fields. 

The  pecuniary  loss  to  France  from  the  farming 
being  that  of  a  peasant  proprietary  must  amount  in  a 
few  years  to  untold  millions.  Now,  the  agriculturists  in 
a  country  are  the  best  customers  of  its  manufacturers. 
So  loss  to  one  is  loss  to  the  other. 

If  peasant  ownership  brings  ruin  to  thrifty,  parsi- 
monious Frenchmen,  what  must  it  do  to  English- 
men ]  "  All,"  says  Mr.  G.  Harwood  (author  of  The 
Coming  Democracy),  "  who  are  acquainted  with  the 
working  people  of  England  know  that  they  are 
generous  and  free-handed.  Amongst  no  class  will 
suffering  find  more  sympathy  or  the  needy  more  help, 
and  in  no  class  is  there  less  chance  of  developing 
those  habits  of  meanness  which  seem  essential  to  the 
success  of  peasant  proprietorship  ;  and  it  must  be 
borne  in  mind  tliat  peasant  proprietorship  bears 
particularly  hard  on  women,  etc." 

"  Official  statistics,"  says  M.  Martin  Nadaud, 
"  show  that  there  are  in  France  one  million  four 
thousand  houses   unprovided  with  windows."     "  In 

1—2 
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these  houses,"  he  goes  on  to  say,  "  which  are  without 
chimneys  and  without  light,  whole  families  live,  for 
the  sake  of  cheap  warmth,  with  the  domestic 
animals  for  companions,  and  with  the  pig  as  guest. 
They  are  too  poor  to  buy  fuel," 

Mr.  Boyd  Kinnaird  defends  the  peasant  pro- 
prietary of  undeveloped  peoples  because,  where  it 
still  lingers,  he  has  known  it  answer  "  fairly  well." 
Well,  a  pig  answers  fairly  well  on  potatoes,  but  it 
answers  very  well  on  barley  meal.  I  am  afraid  Mr. 
Kinnaird  is  an  enthusiast  on  the  subject.  Enthusiasm 
is  charming  in  poets,  but  no  one  with  an  imagination 
heated  over  only  one  side  of  a  political  or  social 
question  ever  sees  the  truth  about  it.  The  true 
question  is  not  whether  peasant  proprietors  do 
"  fairly  well  "  sometimes,  but  whether  farmers  under 
the  landlord-and-tenant  system  do  not,  as  a  rule,  do 
infinitely  better. 

Mr.  Kinnakd  quotes  Guernsey.  In  Guernsey  the 
farmers  do  without  landlords  because  they  have  not 
got  any,  so  they  must  do  without  them.  They  do 
"  fairly  well,"  because  they  are  French  Celts,  with  the 
thrifty,  parsimonious,  feminine  qualities  of  the  race  ; 
because  they  breed  and  export  in  enormous  numbers 
the  fashionable  cows,  that  command  in  England  a 
ridiculous  fancy  price  compared  with  the  cost  of 
rearing  ;  because  the  coast  supplies  them  with  vast 
quantities  of  sea-weed  for  manure  ;  because  the  seas 
provide  lobsters  in  enormous  quantities  for  the  London 
market ;  because  the  climate  is  such  that  fruit  can 
be  grown  at  a  great  profit  for  the  English  market ; 
and  other  reasons.  Mr.  Kinnaird  says  that  there 
is  no  reason  why  peasant  proprietors  should  not 
some  day  use  machinery,  as  farmers  do  under  the 
landlord-and-tenant  system.  But  here  again  this  is  not 
the  question.     The  question    is,    "  Do   peasant  pro- 
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prietors  as  a  fact  use  it  as  much  \  "  or,  "  Human 
nature  being  what  it  is,  will  they  use  it  as  much  ]  " 
The  actions  of  men  must  be  founded  on  facts, 
not  on  dreams.  They  often,  no  doubt,  are  founded 
on  dreams,  but  exactly  in  proportion  as  the  dreams 
are  false  tlie  results  of  the  actions  are  disastrous. 

A  peasant  proprietary  answers  fairly  Avell  in  a 
young"  country,  partly  because  land  is  cheap.  But  in 
an  old  country  the  market  value  of  land,  in  conse- 
quence of  money  spent  on  it  during  the  ages,  becomes 
so  great  tliat  it  pays  a  poor  man  better  to  hire  than 
to  own  it.  Then  how  can  a  peasant  proprietary 
be  forced  on  an  old  country  X  It  is  striving  against 
nature.  The  poor  Radical  might  just  as  easily  turn 
an  old  man  into  a  young  one.  Of  course  he  may  try 
in  both  cases,  but  whilst  in  the  second  case  he  Avill 
kill  the  man.  in  the  first  case  he  will  kill  the 
country. 

Our  poor  puzzle-headed  reactionaries,  or  Radicals, 
who  are  always  shouting  out  "  Progress!  progress  !  "  at 
the  top  of  their  voices,  aim  at  taking  England  back  to 
the  communisms  and  feudalisms  and  socialisms  of  half- 
barbarous  times,  when  there  was  much  peasant  pro- 
prietorship. Still,  they  are  not  agreed  together,  and 
their  plans  are  not  definitely  stated.  How  far  back 
to  barbarous  ages  they  want  to  go,  none  of  them  say. 
Every  stage  of  development  is  at  the  present  time 
found  on  the  Continent,  some  of  them  still  the  same 
as  that  in  England  four  hundred  years  ago.  In  some 
parts  of  Europe  the  pauper  peasant  proprietor  has 
been  seen,  as  I  have  said  above,  scratching  the  soil 
witli  a  crooked  piece  of  wood  for  a  plough,  pulled 
by  his  wife  and  a  donkey.  Is  it  to  this  stage  that  the 
Socialists  want  us  to  s'o  back  I  We  read  that 
formerly  when  the  Scotch  peasant  proprietor  lost  his 
lialf-starved  horse  he  married   a  wife   (if  not  married 
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already)  to  take  the  animal's  place.  The  wife  cost 
less  than  a  new  horse.  Is  this  what  our  Socialists  want 
to  see  again  in  Great  Britain?  "Kerry  cows  know 
Sunday,"  is  an  old  saying  that  came  from  their  owners 
bleeding  the  cows  every  Sunday,  by  way  of  giving 
their  half-starved  families,  at  any  rate  once  a  week, 
a  taste  of  animal  food.  This  is  another  of  the  habits 
and  customs  that  belong  to  the  old  days,  when  every 
return  of  bad  seasons  brought,  for  want  of  the  land- 
lord or  capitalist  class,  its  terrible  famines,  miseries, 
and  disease. 

Is  this  the  stage  to  wdiich  our  reactionary  Radicals 
and  Socialists  wish  us  to  return  X 

How  can  anybody  be  so  simple  as  to  expect  farm- 
ing, in  these  days,  to  answer  without  capital  and 
machinery,  any  more  than  cotton-spinning  and  wool- 
spinning  I 

In  Russia,  the  peasant  proprietor  threshes  his  corn 
in  tlie  good  old  antediluvian  way  of  treading  it  out 
with  beasts.  Perhaps  some  of  us  will  live  to  see 
this  done  again  in  England,  if  the  Socialist-Radicals 
succeed  in  their  reactionary  strivings. 

"  Any  attempt  to  force  labour,"  says  Adam  Smith, 
"  into  artificial  channels,  to  sliape  by  law  the  course 
of  commerce,  or  to  promote  special  branches  of  in- 
dustry in  particular  countries,  is  wrong  to  the 
w^orkers  and  liurtful  to  the  wealth  of  tlie  State." 
Now  the  Radicals  and  Socialists,  as  I  say,  are  working 
to  force  back  agriculture  into  the  hands  of  that  class 
of  small  yeoman  landowners  of  old  time,  who  sold 
their  land  because  it  paid  them  better  to  hire  than  to 
own  it.  What  can  come  of  this  but  "  wrong  to  the 
workers  and  hurt  to  the  wealtli  of  the  State  ? "  Wliat 
is  wanted  is,  not  this  destruction  of  liberty  and  of 
the  natural  working  of  things ;  but  increase  of 
liberty  in   business,    by   removing   restrictions,    and 
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rendering  land  as  easy  as  possible  to  sell,  let,  hire, 
and  deal  with,  with  complete  freedom.  Legislation 
lias  at  times  made  foolish  laws  of  entail,  to  prevent 
land  being  sold  according  to  the  free  and  natnral 
working  of  things,  in  order  to  prop  up  landowners 
who  have  got  into  difficulties,  to  save  their  land  to 
their  families,  and  to  prevent  it  from  coming  into 
the  market.  But  what  does  it  matter  to  the  country, 
^u  impoverished  landowner's  precious  land  being- 
saved  to  his  fimily  I  Indeed,  that  it  should  be  saved 
to  it,  is  good  neither  for  the  country,  nor  for  himself, 
nor  for  his  family. 

What  is  wanted  is,  not  meddling  legislation,  but 
libertv  to  sell,  as  well  as  that  libertv  in  bargaining, 
that  can  only  be  reached  by  the  stern  enforcement 
of  penalties  for  violation  of  bargains  and  contracts. 

In  Ireland  the  aim  of  the  Socialist-Kadicals  is  to 
substitute  in  the  end  a  peasant  proprietary  for  the 
landlords.  But  the  Irishman's  passion  is  to  be  an 
*'  independent  jhintleman,"  living  as  a  landlord  on 
his  rents.  "  Evt^ry  Irishman,"  says  Mr.  J.  Bright, 
"  who  has  £100  a  year,  wants  to  spend  all  his  time 
driving  a  jaunting  car."  Thus,  the  present  low- 
renting  landlords,  if  removed,  would  only  make  room 
after  a  time,  for  a  vast  number  of  semi-pauper,  rack- 
renting,  squireen  landlords.  So  the  Socialist  enact- 
ments to  diminish  the  number  of  landlords  would  be 
enactments  to  increase  the  number  of  landlords. 
*'  Shure,"  said  Paddy,"  whin  the  Home  Rule  Bill  has 
passed,  there's  to  be  no  more  landlords  ;  we're  all 
going  to  be  tinnants."  Now,  which  is  most  con- 
fused, this  bright  genius,  or  our  Socialist  poli- 
ticians 1 

In  France,  the  special  country  of  Radicalism, 
Socialistic  meddling,  and  Jacobinism,  a  peasant 
proprietary    has   been  brought  about  by   destroying 
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liberty  of  bequest.  In  fact,  Socialist-Radicals  every- 
where, as  we  all  know,  aim  at  destroying  liberty 
everywhere,  because  liberty  cannot  live  in  the  same 
country  with  the  equality  that  the  envy-and-hatred- 
ridden  Socialist-Radical  worships. 

Bancroft  says  that  ""  the  first  emigrants  to  the 
United  States  started  with  common  property  in  land, 
but  soon  they  were  obliged  to  assign  it  to  individual 
cultivators,  though  at  first  without  the  right  of 
bequeathing  it  by  inheritance,  but  afterwards  they 
had  to  grant  this  also."  "  So,"  says  Mr.  Harwood, 
"as  all  kites  have  to  come  to  the  ground,  all  schemes 
must  come  to  the  level  of  the  practical  necessities  of 
life."  Fools  may  propose,  but  God,  through  His 
irresistible  laws,  will  dispose.  The  fools  sometimes 
get  their  way,  but  when  they  do,  the  unbending  laws 
of  nature  bring  about  national  punishment  exactly  in 
proportion  to  the  foolishness. 

AVhat  does  Charles  Kingsley  say  about  peasant 
proprietorship  1  "The  landlord,"  he  says,  "is  a 
necessary  element  in  civilization,  because  he  ensures 
tlie  presence  and  influence  of  an  educated  man,  and 
(still  more)  of  educated  women  on  each  estate.  For 
want  of  this,  the  French  peasant  is  sailing  into 
barb\arism.  By  the  landlord  alone  can  larger  works 
be  carried  on.  Thus  drainage  and  improvements  are 
at  their  lowest  point  in  France."  Again  he  says, 
"The  immediate  result  of  breaking  up  the  present 
English  farms  into  very  small  farms  oMned  by 
peasants  would  be  to  diminisli  the  food-producing 
powers  of  this  realm  by  one  half.  The  foreign 
land-owning  peasant  lives  far  worse  than  a  good 
English  labourer.  Black  rye  bread  is  his  staple 
food,  and  liis  wife,  from  incessant  field  work, 
becomes  a  haggard  old  woman  at  twenty-five.  God 
forbid  that  I  should  ever  see  in  England   such   wives 
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and  motliovs  as  arc  commou  on  the  Continent.  The 
peasant  in  France  is,  and  must  be,  a  shxvc  of  the 
(Tovernment,  because  there  is  no  strong,  land-owning 
chiss  to  stand  between  the  poor  man  and  the  govern- 
ing officials,  who  combine  to  oppress  him.  A  French 
peasant  grows  up  in  barbarism  and  superstition.  No 
gentleman — and  worse,  no  lady — speaks  to  him  from 
tlie  cradle  to  the  grave,  and  his  civilization  is  im- 
])0ssible.  The  only  civilized  persons  he  sees  are  the 
(Tovernment  officers  and  magistrates,  who  trample  on 

liim "     Charles  Kingsley  says  he  was 

an  eye-witness  of  what  he  describes.  There  was  no 
})arty  bias  in  this  e\idence.  Indeed,  he  was  often 
called  a  Ixadical  and  a  Socialist. 

In  few  families  in  France  are  there  more  than  two 
children,  and  the  population  of  the  country  is 
diminishing.  K  '•'' phenomeiie' — says  the  Pevue  des 
J)eux  Jlojifles — ^^quitient  an  loi  de  pa rtafje  forced 

So  much  for  agricultural  p()})ulation  without  the 
landlord  class  ;  and  the  richer  the  landlords  are,  the 
greater  the  prosperity.  "  In  England,"  says  Dr. 
Jessop,  "  it  is  on  tlie  large  estates  tliat  the  labourer 
is  best  housed." 

Here  is  a  description,  from  tlie  Af/rictflfinril  Gazette, 
of  the  peasant  pro])rietors  still  left  in  England  : — 
'*  They  suffer  more  from  the  depressed  state  of 
agriculture  than  any  other  class  of  the  agricultural 
community.  Their  work  is  harder  and  their  fare  worse 
tlian  that  of  any  wage-paid  labourer ;  their  little 
])roperties  are  for  the  most  part  mortgaged  up  to  the 
liilt.  Many  cannot  pay  the  interest,  and  altogether 
their  condition  is  deplorable."  And  it  is  to  this  state 
of  things  that  the  Socialist-Kadical  wishes  to  bring 
back  tlie  whole  of  England.  Tie  wishes  to  reduce 
the  food  grown  in  the  country  by  nearly  one-half;  to 
bring  back  the   old  system  of  farming  "almost  com- 
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pletely  without  capital,  manure  aud  machinery ;  to 
deprive  all  British  manufacturers  of  their  best 
customers,  thus  ruining  tlie  agricultural  machine 
makers,  and  to  ensure  the  majority  of  the  population 
living  the  hardest  of  lives  on  the  worst  fare,  and  in 
iiever-to -be-paid-off  debt  at  high  interest  to  money- 
lenders. 

Perhaps  the  highest  living  authority  upon  agricul- 
ture is  Sir  John  Laws.  He  says,  '*  The  peasant 
proprietor,  the  man  who  owns  and  derives  his  living 
from  a  few  acres  of  land,  will  never  be  able  to 
compete  against  the  large  farmer.  In  the  neigli- 
])ourhood  of  railways  and  towns  he  might  possibly 
grow  fruit  and  vegetables  at  a  profit,  but  this  is  not 
agriculture.  Those  who  live  in  towns  and  have  little 
or  no  experience  in  regard  to  the  culti\ation  of  the 
soil,  are  apt  to  think  that  more  ])roduce  would  be 
obtained  if  the  cultivation  were  carried  on  by 
peasant  proprietors.  When,  however,  we  compare 
the  produce  of  other  countries  where  land  is  largely 
held  by  this  class,  the  evidence  is  the  other  way." 

"  The  only  way,"  says  Mr.  Clare  Read,  "  for  a 
small  peasant  proprietor  in  England  to  succeed,  is 
for  him  to  do  the  work  of  two  labourers,  and  live  at 
the  expense  of  one."  "  I  have,"  says  Mr.  Bence 
Jones,  "  never  seen  a  single  line  written  by  anyone 
having  a  prdcticdl  liiiowlcihje  of  farming  who  ad- 
vocated peasant  proprietors,  and  who  does  not  treat 
the  plan  as  an  impossible  attempt  to  force  now  what 
only  suits  an  earlier  stage  of  civilization." 

In  some  of  the  backward  countries  of  Europe  tlie 
transition  is  gradually  taking  place  from  peasant  pro- 
prietary to  the  landlord-and-tenant  system.  Even  in 
France,  where,  from  envy-begotten  equality-worship, 
the  people  forced  on  themselves  the  system  of  little 
ownersliip,  contrary  to  Nature's  economic  working  of 
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things,  we  learn  from  statistics  tliat  liirinjjj  laud  is  in- 
creasing. This  is  also  the  case  in  Belgium.  Thus 
these  countries  seem  to  be  gradually  making  the 
march  from  barbarism  in  the  matter  of  land  manage- 
ment tliat  England  has  long  accomplished. 

Scotcli  little  farming,  without  capital,  in  the  olden 
time,  shews  the  misery  of  that  state  of  things  to 
wliich  our  Radicals  and  Socialists  want  to  return. 
"NVe  are  told  that  once,  in  Shetland,  some  years  ago, 
when  a  Ijoatful  of  ship-wrecked  people,  having  got  a 
rope  to  tlie  sliore,  were  hauling  themselves  to  the 
land,  the  wretched  crofters  of  tlie  island  purposely 
cut  the  rope,  so  that  the  crew  were  driven  out  to  sea 
and  drowned.  And  this  was  done  for  fear  the 
wretched  people  sliould  consume  their  miserably 
small  stock  of  Winter  provisions. 

Pennant,  writing  of  the  farming  in  Skye  of  a  hun- 
dred years  ago,  says,  "  The  crops  are  most  precarious, 
the  poor  are  left  to  Providence.  They  prowl  like 
animals  along  the  shore  to  pick  up  limpets  and  shell- 
fish, which  often  aftbrd  the  only  chance  of  dragging 
through  the  season  a  wretched  life.  Numbers  un- 
known fall  beneath  the  pressure,  some  of  hunger,  more 
of  putrid  fevers  that  come  from  unwholesome  food." 
These  people  in  those  days  '"were  always,"  says  Mr. 
Cosmo  Innes,  "  on  the  verge  of  famine."  So  it  must 
be  again  without  the  landlord  or  capitalist  class. 

One  remedy  is  emigration. 

The  Radical  of  the  mere  gushing,  as  well  as  of 
the  Utopian  class,  (who,  wisdom  apart,  is  sometimes 
the  most  excellent  of  men),  thinks  of  the  poor 
peasant  having  to  leave  the  spot  where  he  and  his 
ancestors  have  for  centuries  got  their  living,  or  rather 
starving,  and  his  eyes  become  so  full  of  tears  that  he 
can  see  nothing  else — no  other  side  of  the  f[uestion. 
He  is  right  as  far  as  he  goes.     It  is  sad.     Every  form 
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of  progress  lias  its  sad  side.  Machinery,  capital,  and 
doing  things  on  a  large  scale,  lead  on  the  whole  to 
good,  to  the  absence  of  famines,  to  comparative 
absence  of  disease  and  misery,  and  to  well-to-do, 
orderly,  civilized,  clean  people,  increasing  in  numbers 
compared  with  the  numbers  of  poor,  half-starved 
people  without  order  or  cleanliness.  But  the  imme- 
diate result  of  machinery  sometimes  is  hardship  for  a 
short  time.  And  sad,  of  course,  this  is.  Still,  it  is 
in  accordance  with  the  great  law  that  is  observed 
throughout  nature — the  law,  namely,  of  survival  of 
the  fittest  systems  of  life  and  of  the  fittest  men  (the 
most  intelligent,  energetic,  and  righteous).  This  is 
Nature's  way  of  bringing  about  progress,  of  lessening 
misery,  and  of  preventing  deterioration,  or  even  ex- 
tinction of  races, 

Charles  Kingsley,  talking  of  evictions  in  Ireland, 
says,  "  Tlie  country  I  came  through  yesterday  moved 
me  to  tears.  You  cannot  conceive  wdiat  it  is.  But 
I  suppose  tlie  thing  had  to  be  done.  With  poor- 
rates  twenty  shillings  in  the  pound,  and  the  people 
dying  of  starvation,  the  old  system  had  to  be  stopped. 
There  are  now  magnificent  farms  growing  up  with 
roots  and  grasses,  instead  of  the  horrid  potato  and 
black  bog."  The  poor  puzzle-pated  lladicals  and 
Socialists  want,  by  driving  capital,  brains,  order  and 
industry  out  of  the  country,  to  bring  Ireland  back  to 
the  potato,  the  savagery,  the  starvation,  and  the 
misery.  And  these  astonishing  people  call  them- 
selves "  the  party  of  progress  !  " 

The  cry  for  a  return  to  the  peasant  proprietary  of 
half-barbarous  times  is  in  fact  a  ^ood  instance  of 
Socialist  retrogressionism.  The  Socialist-Radical  is 
unceasingly  shouting  out  "  Progress !  "  but  he  really 
works  with  all  his  strength  to  take  the  country  back 
to  ancient   customs,  such  as   Government  meddling, 
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fixing  prices,  rents,  etc.  Advanced  Ivadical-Social- 
ists  are  enthusiastic  and  passionate  reactionaries. 
But  tliey  are  not  generally  highly  versed  in  history  and 
science,  and  so  they  do  not  see  this.  They  call  them- 
selves "advanced,"  and  think  they  are  going  forwards 
when  they  are  really  going  backwards.  Instead  of 
pulling  the  coach  on  to  higher  and  higher  ground, 
they  are  backing  her  into  the  old  swamps  and 
morasses  she  left  behind  years  ago.  "  Progress  ! 
progress  !  progress  ! "  they  shout  out  unceasingly  : 
let  us  work  for  progress  and  advance  back  from 
liberty  to  socialism,  from  freedom  to  slavery,  from 
developed  to  primitive  habits  and  customs,  when 
famines,  diseases,  and  misery  reigned  supreme.  One 
would  think  they  were  all  Irishmen  ;  and  perhaps 
they  are,  or  at  any  rate  more  or  less  alien  in  blood. 
English  towns  are  full  of  Celts  of  low  type,  Jews  of 
low  type,  and  other  aliens,  and  such  people  take  to 
Socialism  as  ducks  take  to  water. 


THE  LAND  FOR  THE  PEOPLE. 

The  Socialist-Radical's  cry  is,  "The  land  for  the 
people  !  "  But  it  is  quite  proved  that  the  English 
landlord-and-tenant  system,  with  machinery,  brains, 
enterprise,  capital  and  organisation,  gets  in  old 
countries  far  more  produce  from  the  land  than  does  a 
peasant  proprietary,  which  produce  the  people  get. 
Thus,  when  Socialists  shout  out,  "The  land  for  the 
people !  "  they  really  shout  out,  "  The  smallest  quantity 
of  food  for  the  people !  "     But  they  are  too   stupid 
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and  ignorant  to  see  this.  Again,  even  under  the  most 
favourable  circumstances,  that  is  to  say,  with  the 
landlord-and-tenant  system,  it  is  hard  for  English 
agriculture  to  stand  against  foreign  competition. 
In  France  and  Germany  they  find  it  hopeless,  so 
they  betake  themselves  to  protecting  the  peasant 
landowners  and  putting  a  heavy  tax  on  foreign  food. 
But  the  English  Socialists  and  town  Radicals,  on  the 
contrary,  aim  at  taxing  agriculture  heavier  even  than 
it  is  taxed  already.  By  the  way,  this  would  compel 
the  remaining  peasant  proprietors  to  sell  their  bits  of 
land  to  the  large  landowners,  who  are,  from  the 
specially  Britisli  love  of  country  life,  satisfied  with 
extremely  low  interest  (rent).  Thus  we  come  to  two 
curious  Socialist-Radical  conclusions.  (1)  That  a 
peasant  proprietary  is  to  be  encouraged  in  England. 
(2)  That  all  peasant  properties  are  to  be  bought  by 
large  proprietors.  I  suppose  this  ridiculous  contra- 
diction and  puzzle-headedness  comes  from  the 
stupidity  that  always  necessarily  accompanies  envy, 
hatred  and  ill-will. 

The  future  of  English  farming  no  one  can  tell. 
Dreaming  about  the  future  is  proverbially  the  amuse- 
ment of  foolish  people.  But  an  article  in  the  Times, 
of  April  11th,  1884,  indulged  in  this  amusement. 
The  prophesy,  with  the  reason  for  it,  was  as  follows : 
Every  year  foreign  competition  renders  arable  farm- 
ing in  England  less  and  less  profitable.  The  time, 
therefore,  will  probably  arrive  when  the  whole  of 
England  will  be  grass,  and  devoted  to  parks,  pleasure- 
grounds,  and  dairy  purposes.  Of  course,  such  an 
idea  as  this  is  shocking  to  the  ordinary  Socialist,  but 
Nature's  economic  laws  never  consult  the  Socialist. 
They  pay  no  attention  to  him.  If  arable  farming 
ruins  all  the  men  who  farm,  whether  peasant 
proprietors  or  not,   in  consequence  of  foreign  com- 


lH}ds  for  Political  Lea/lets.  127 

petition,  arable  farming  innst  come  to  an  end. 
Another  guess  is  that  British  arable  farming  may 
snrvive  by  a  great  increase  in  the  invention  and  use 
of  agricultural  machines — a  thing  impossible  with  a 
peasant  proprietary.  Still,  it  is  idle  to  prophesy. 
Nobody  can  foretell  all  circumstances.  For  instance, 
agricultural  labourers  will  possibly,  sooner  or  later, 
insist,  whether  rigbtly  or  wrongly,  on  Protection,  as 
a  peasant  jn-oprietary  always  does.  If  they  do,  and 
political  party  success  should  seem  to  turn  on  it, 
there  will  be  an  interesting  race  between  politicians 
for  Protection.  No  doubt  Mr.  Gladstone,  if  alive, 
will  win.  He  puts  such  admirable  passion  into 
everything — one  thing  one  year,  the  opposite  thing 
the  next,  like  a  good  actor  who  plays  one 
character  one  night,  another  kind  the  next. 
Demosthenes  said  that  the  first  thing  wanted 
by  an  orator  is  the  play-acting  faculty  ;  the 
second,  the  play-acting  faculty;  the  third,  the  play- 
acting faculty.  Passion,  whether  real  or  well  acted, 
is  very  telling  wherever  majorities  of  men  are 
concerned.  They  understand  it.  Keasoning  con- 
fuses them,  and  wisdom  flies  over  their  heads.  Thus 
comes  the  old  saying,  that  in  a  democracy  the 
eloquent  man  is  king.  If  the  majority  demands 
protection,  Mr.  Gladstone  will  be  very  eloquent.  He 
will  appeal  to  the  highest  emotion  of  our  common 
humanity.  He  will  say,  "  What !  am  I  to  be  told 
that  we  are  only  to  consult  the  selfish  interests 
of  the  mere  consumer,  who  produces  nothing  1 
What  is  this  non-producing  consumer '?  I  will  tell 
you.  He  is  a  rich  man,  who  lives  an  idle  life  in 
England  upon  the  proceeds  of  investments  made  in 
other  countries.  And  are  the  lives  of  honest 
British  working  men,  with  their  wives  and  little 
children,    to    be    sacrificed    to    benefit    this    smaU 
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minority  I  What  is  the  working  man  ]  Is  he  not  of 
onr  own  flesh  and  blood  ]  Do  we — I  repeat,  do  we 
— or  do  we  not  live  in  a  Christian  country  '?  etc." 
We  all  know  this  is  what  Mr.  Gladstone  w^ill  say  ; 
and  qnite  natural  too,  from  the  point  of  view  of  a 
politician  in  an  nltra-democratic  state  of  society. 
"  These  air  my  opinions,"  said  the  American  orator 
on  the  stump  ;  "  but  if  they  do  not  please  you  they 
can  be  altered." 

"The  vast  majority  of  men,"  says  Mr.  Lilly,  "are 
swayed  by  rhetoric  and  the  emotions,  and  not  by 
reason  and  intellect."  "Pray  don't  speak  against 
clap-trap,"  said  the  great  French  lawyer,  Berryer,  "  I 
have  always  succeeded  best  with  it."  "  In  truth," 
Mr.  Lilly  goes  on  to  say,  "  it  is  the  stock-in-trade  of 
advocates,  electioneering  agents,  and  '  old  par- 
liamentary hands.' " 

Good  eloquence  and  rhetoric,  like  all  other  good 
acting,  is  very  delightful,  but  it  has  one  little  draw- 
back. It  ruins  nations.  Monsieur  de  Lavaleye  says 
that,  "  the  Greek  democracies,  after  going  through 
the  eloquent  demagogue  stage,  perished."  Froude 
says  the  same. 

Perhaps  no  better  instance  of  predatory  Radicalism 
can  be  given  than  is  shown  by  the  cry  of  "  The  land 
tor  the  people."  But  the  land  in  England  is  already 
for  the  people,  in  perhaps  the  greatest  degree  known 
in  Europe,  for  its  produce  is,  according  to  statistics, 
in  consequence  of  the  landlord-and-tenant  system, 
more  per  acre  than  that  of  the  land  in  any  other 
European  country.  And  "  the  people,"  of  course, 
get  this  produce.  The  value  of  land  means  the 
produce  that  comes  from  it.  "  The  people "  can't 
cat  clay.  The  produce  depends  on  the  outlay  of  the 
ages  on  it,  clearing  away  forests,  making  roads, 
fences,  buildings,  drains,  etc. 
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The  envy-ridden  Socialist-lladical  wishes  to  return 
to  the  primitive  systems  when  everybody  had  an 
equal  right  to  the  land.  Under  this  system  of 
*'  common  right,"  the  produce  of  the  land  in  England 
was  next  to  nothing.  Land  then  was  merely  the 
hunting  ground  of  our  savage  ancestors.  Com- 
munism in  land  always  exists  in  perfectly  barbarous 
and  savao-e  countries.  All  land  belons^s  to  "  the 
people " — to  everybody  in  general  and  no  one  in 
particular.  But  gradually  civilization  takes  place  ; 
"  gradual  civilization "  meaning  the  march  from 
complete  communism  in  land,  women,  property,  etc., 
througli  innumerable  forms  of  more  or  less  socialistic 
and  divided  ownerships,  till  at  length  we  come  to 
complete  civilization  in  property,  or  each  piece  of 
property  belonging  wholly  to  one  person  ;  thence 
improvement  and  liigh  culture  of  the  soil.  Tlie 
Socialist-Radical  condemns  all  this  improvement  of 
the  soil,  with  all  the  enormous  wealth  to  the  country 
it  produces,  and  thence  safety  from  conquest.  He 
says  the  land  should  be  restored  to  the  people,  as  in 
barbarous  times. 

"In  early  ages  there  was  little  industry  and  little 
capital,  but  gradually  commons,  forests  and  wastes 
were  turned  by  brains,  energy,  capital  and  muscle 
into  valuable  land,  the  expense  of  doing  so  being 
enormous.  The  ground  was  cleared  of  useless  trees, 
drains  were  cut,  fences,  wells,  roads  and  buildings 
made,  and  then  came  agriculture.  A\\  this  process 
the  Socialist-Radical  condemns,  calling  it  stealing 
the  commons  from  "  the  people."  Either  they  would 
have  the  whole  country  return  to  unproductive 
commons  again,  and  the  mere  hunting  grounds  of 
barbarous  people,  or  there  is  no  definite  and  logical 
meaning  to  their  teaching  on  the  subject. 

Statistics  prove  that  the  produce  of  land  is  enor- 
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mously  larger  under  the  English  landlord-and-tenant 
system  than  under  even  the  French  system  of  peasant 
proprietary.  So  what  would  it  be  if  the  land  were 
all  turned  into  commons  again,  belonging  to  every- 
body in  general  and  nobody  in  particular? 

Radicals  and  Socialists  of  the  day  talk  much  about 
"land  grabbing"  and  robbery — as  they  call  it — of 
common  land.  Let  us  see  what  it  means,  by  an 
instance. 

In  Yorkshire,  about  fifty  years  ago,  there  were  in 
a  certain  district  about  four  hundred  acres  of  brush- 
wood, heather,  whin  and  swamps.  Anybody  miglit 
turn  his  cow  on  it,  but  nobody  did.  A  cow  must  eat. 
The  land  was  worthless.  But  the  Lord  of  the  Manor 
spent  ten  thousand  pounds  on  it.  Without  the 
capital  of  a  capitalist  it  would  have  remained  a 
waste  to  the  end  of  time.  It  is  now  a  flourishing 
farm  employing  many  labourers,  whose  wages  are,, 
take  the  year  round,  about  a  pound  a  week.  In  fact, 
he  increased  the  riches,  prosperity  and  population 
of  the  country,  and  turned  a  wilderness  into  a  gar- 
den, as  foreigners  sometimes  call  England,  with  its 
trim  hedges  and  high  culture.  Now  the  Socialist- 
Eadical  says  that  this  landowner  "  grabbed  "  or  stole 
these  four  hundred  acres  of  land,  and  therefore  an 
Act  of  Parliament  mast  make  him  disgorge  it,  witli- 
out  compensation.  It  must  be  "returned  to  the 
people,"  to  use  the  common  phrase. 

This  landowner's  father  had  reclaimed  land,  and 
created  farms  at  a  great  cost.  His  predecessor  had 
done  so  too,  and  so  on.  Tliis,  in  fact,  is  the  history 
of  much  of  the  cultivated  land  in  England.  And 
thus  England  has  become  what  it  is. 

Originally,  I  say,  the  greater  part  of  the  land  in 
England  liad  less  than  no  value  till  cleared,  for  there 
were  great  forests,  but  trees   being  then  worthless, 
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they  could  only  be  removed  to  make  way  for  corn  at 
a  great  cost.  Thus  till  they  were  cut  down,  the  roots 
destroyed,  the  whin  stubbed  up,  and  drains  and 
ditches  cut,  the  value  of  the  land  for  agriculture 
was,  as  a  rule,  nothing.  The  money,  time,  brains, 
energy,  and  enterprise  had  done  everything.  This 
money  and  energy  spent  during  the  ages  have  been 
enormous. 

When  a  man  buys  an  estate,  what  he  gets  in  ex- 
change for  his  money  is  the  resultant  of  this  intelli- 
gence, foresight,  energy,  enterprise,  and  capital,  that 
have  been  spent  during  these  ages ;  felling  trees, 
cutting  drains,  making  under-drains,  warping  low 
lands,  making  fences,  stubbing  whins,  erecting  farm 
buildings,  keeping  in  repair  cottages,  lion's  share  in 
building  and  keeping  up  churches  and  schools,  lion's 
share  in  jnaking  roads,  etc.  This  enormous  property 
the  Socialist  spends  his  life  inciting  people  to  steal. 
He  virtually  says,  "  Wait  till  capitalists  have  made 
land  valuable,  and  then  steal  it,"  "  Give  back,"  as 
he  puts  it,  "  to  the  people  the  commons  that  once 
belonged  to  them,"  the  commons  meaning  the  whole 
of  England,  and  "  the  people"  to  whom  it  once  be- 
longed, meaning  our  savage  ancestors,  whose  hunting 
ground  or  common  land,  England  once  was. 

Once  upon  a  time  a  man  coveted  the  month-old  pig 
of  his  neighbour,  and  wished  to  steal  it,  but  upon 
second  thoughts  he  said  to  himself  "  No,  its  value 
now  is  almost  nothing,  but  I  will  wait  a  year,  and 
then  after  it  has  grown  and  become  great  in  size 
and  value,  from  eating  large  quantities  of  potatoes 
and  barley-meal  I  will  steal  it."     And  he  did  so. 

Stealing  the  land  itself,  with  the  value  it  has  ac- 
quired, in  the  manner  I  have  described,  and  stealing 
by  unjust  taxation  the  rent  or  interest  it  brings,  are 
onlv  two    forms   of  the    same  thing.     They    are,    of 
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course,  equally  theft,  and  like  all  crime,  must  be  paid 
for  by  the  nation  that  commits  it,  in  proportion  to 
the  degree  of  the  crime.  Every  cause  must  have  its 
exact  consequences  to  match.  The  experience  of 
ages  has  proved  that  crime  must  be  paid  for ;  crime, 
in  fact,  according  to  science,  meaning  that  conduct 
which  has  been  proved  during  the  ages  to  be  followed 
by  disaster,  loss,  and  suffering. 

Rent  is  the  interest  (extremely  small),  paid  on  the 
vast  outlay  made  during  many  ages  on  clearing  away 
forests,  draining  and  enclosing  the  land,  building 
farm  buildings,  schools,  churches,  sinking  wells,  etc. 
The  landlord  is  the  owner,  as  it  is  called,  or  man  with 
exclusive  right  to  use  or  let  these  things.  He  has 
invested  his  money  in  buying  them,  and  his  is  the 
risk  if  their  value,  from  importation  of  produce  or 
other  causes,  becomes  less  ;  as  well  as  gain  if  some 
cause  increases  the  value.  People  are  slaves  to 
words.  Rent  and  interest  mean  the  same.  In 
France  they  have  retained  the  word  "  Hentiers^' 
for  all  people  who  receive  interest  on  investments  of 
any  kind.  In  England  we  confuse  the  thing,  by 
having  different  terms  for  interest  received  for  the 
loan  of  land  and  houses  and  interest  for  the  loan  of 
other  property.  And  actually  clever  men  like 
Ricardo  are  thus  taken  in  and  become  confused.  I 
suppose  it  comes  of  the  Avant  of  lucidity  Matthew 
Arnold  called  a  characteristic  of  the  English  mind. 
Hiring  land  is  like  hiring  a  horse.  The  hire  or  rent 
of  an  acre  of  bad  land  is  less  than  the  hire  of  an  acre 
of  good  land,  just  as  the  hire  of  a  bad  horse  is  less 
than  the  hire  of  a  good  one.  If  either  acre  or  horse 
is  bad  beyond  a  certain  degree,  there  is  no  hire, 
interest  or  rent  at  all.  Yet,  simple  as  the  matter  is, 
volumes  have  been  Avritten  by  professors  of  "  the 
dismal   science  "'  about  the  meaning  of  the    word 
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rent.  Rent  is  simply  payment  for  the  use  of  a 
thing.  Payment  for  the  use  of  a  house  or  a  farm  is 
called  "  rent  "  ;  for  the  use  of  a  horse  or  carriage  it 
is  called  "  hire  "  ;  for  the  use  of  a  railroad  it  is  called 
the  ''\farey  But  in  these  cases  there  is  no  difference 
in  the  principle  of  the  thing,  as  Kicardo,  Mill  and 
other  puzzle-headed  people  seem  to  have  fancied. 
The  owner  of  the  house  or  farm  is  a  landlord  ;  the 
owner  of  the  horse  is  a  horselord ;  the  owner  of  the 
carriage  is  a  carriagelord. 

*'  In  England,"  said  Jeremy  Bentham,  who,  by  the 
way,  was  a  Radical  of  Radicals,  "  the  greatest  im- 
provement is  the  enclosure  of  commons.  When  we 
pass  over  the  lands  which  have  undergone  this  happy 
change  we  are  enchanted,  as  with  the  appearance  of 
a  new  colony.  Harvests,  flocks  and  smiling  habita- 
tions have  now  succeeded  to  the  sadness  and  sterility 
of  the  desert." 

"  Tlie  principle,"  says  Mr.  G.  Harwood,  "  of  the 
laud  belonging  to  the  people,  was  the  basis  of  what 
was  once  called  feudalism."  'Thus,  what  the  modern 
Socialist-Radical  wants  is  a  return  to  that  feudalism 
against  wliich  he  raves  unceasingly. 

"  It  was  not,"  says  M.  Latourneau,  "  till  the  break 
up  of  the  feudal  system  that  individual  property 
became  enfranchised ;  that  is  to  say,  salable  and 
usable  according  to  the  will  of  an  absolute  owner." 

The  vSocialist-Radical  thinks  he  is  in  favour  of 
progress.  One  of  his  favourite  sayings  is  that  each 
bit  of  what  he  calls  progressive  legislation,  or  law- 
making, is  final,  and  there  can  be  no  going  back.  But 
Socialist-Radicalism  means  going  back  from  new  to 
old  laws  and  customs  of  barbarous  times.  Thus  the 
Socialist-Radical  says  : 

(1).     Tliat  we  are  not  to  go  back. 

(2).     Tliat  we  are  to  go  back. 
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Collective  ownership  is  only  a  new  name  for  the 
old,  long-gone-by  communistic,  feudal  and  socialistic 
ways  of  the  dark  ages.  But  I  suppose  the  poor 
Socialist-Radical  of  the  average  kind  is  too  ignorant 
and  confused  in  mind  to  see  this.  Such  people  can- 
not see  unity  of  principle  where  words,  names,  and 
circumstances  differ. 

"  Mr.  Gladstone's  Irish  Land  Act,"  said  Mr.  Bence 
Jones,  "  is  simply  a  return  to  feudalism."  Again  he 
says,  "  Whatever  one's  preferences  may  be,  the 
world,"  (no  doubt  he  meant  Great  Britain),  "has 
undoubtedly  passed  beyond  feudalism,  whether  for 
good  or  evil.  Tenants  cannot  have  the  advantages 
arising  from  the  right  of  free  contract,  and  the  advan- 
tages arising  from  feudalism  too."  A  child  is  cared 
for  by  nurses.  He  grows  up  to  be  a  man.  He  gains 
freedom,  but  loses  the  irresponsible  security  of  his 
infancy.  He  cannot  have  both.  So  it  is  with  a 
nation. 

In  its  early  existence  it  enjoys  the  protection 
of  feudal  and  paternal  government,  but  when  it 
grows  up  it  loses  this  and  gains  freedom.  The 
Socialist-Radical  aims  at  destroying  this  freedom 
where  it  has  been  gained,  and  going  back  to  the  old 
feudal,  semi-slavery  systems. 

Foreigners,  looking  at  the  English  high-farming 
and  garden-like  enclosures  that  have  come  from 
enormous  expenditure  of  capital  during  the  ages, 
have  called  England  "  The  Garden  of  the  World." 
But  the  aim  of  the  Socialist-Radical,  who  holds  forth 
on  the  iniquity  of  originally  doing  away  with  the 
common  land,  is  to  turn  England,  from  being  the 
garden  of  the  world,  back  to  commons  again — that  is, 
back  to  a  wilderness. 
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INSTANCE    OF     STUPIDITY    OF     RADICALS 
ABOUT   LAND. 

A  lladical  writer  once  wrote  tliat  it  is  wrong  for 
one  person  to  possess  an  acre  of  land. ;  for  if  that  is 
allowed,  lie  might  possess  two  acres,  three,  fonr — any 
unmber  whatever,  in  fact  ;  so  that  at  last  we  come 
to  the  statement  that  the  whole  surface  of  the  planet 
might  rightly  be  possessed  by  one  man,  which  is  ab- 
surd. Therefore,  it  is  wrong  for  any  man  to  possess 
an  acre  of  land.  Very  good  !  Then  it  is  wrong  for 
any  man  to  possess  a  wife.  For,  if  he  may  have  one, 
he  may  have  too,  three,  four — any  number  whatever, 
in  fact,  so  that  at  last  we  come  to  the  statement  that 
all  the  Avomen  in  the  world  may  rightly  be  possessed 
by  one  man,  which  is  absurd.  Therefore,  it  is  wrong 
for  any  man  ever  to  have  a  wife.  In  the  same  way, 
it  may  be  shown  that  it  is  wrong  for  any  man  to  have 
anytliing  whatever.  The  idea  about  land  is,  that  land 
being  limited  in  quantity,  ought  not  to  be  monopo- 
lised by  private  ownership.  Then  there  should  be 
no  ])rivate  ownership  of  pigs.  The  number  of  pigs 
in  the  world,  at  any  one  time,  is  limited.  Every  kind 
of  property  in  the  world  is  limited,  land,  perhaps, 
least  so.  The  value  of  land  comes  from  its  produc- 
tivity. There  is  no  known  limit  to  this  productivity. 
In  China,  where  never  a  particle  of  manure  is 
wasted,  productivity  of  the  land   seems   to   increase 


136  Hints  for  Political  Leaflets. 

exactly  as  the  population  increases.  I  have  read  that 
when  wild  animals  are  cleared  oif  in  African  districts 
the  grasses  die  out.  Some  people  think  that  vegeta- 
tion and  animal  life  belong  to  each  other,  and  vary 
together — that  they  are  in  a  sense  two  parts  of  one 
thing. 


MAXrilE. 

Successful  farming  in   an  old  country,  where  the 

soil  is  no  longer  virgin    soil,  depends  on  manure.     I 

state  this  for  the   instruction    of  our  town  Radical 

ao;riculturists,   who   sometimes  write  such  charming: 
...  '-* 

articles  on  agriculture  in  the  newspapers. 

The  eloquent  Cockney  Socialist  newspaper  writer 
thinks  that  when  the  Government  has  stolen  forty 
acres  of  land  from  somebody  and  given  them  away  to 
an  agricultural  labourer,  then  he  is  set  up  for  life, 
instead  of  his  difficulties  only  just  beginning — 
difficulties  of  implements,  difficulties  of  horses, 
difficulties  of  manure,  difficulties  of  buildings,  etc. — 
difficulties  so  great  that  in  a  few  years  he  will  often 
be  glad  to  escape  the  workhouse  by  selling  his  land, 
perhaps  back  to  the  man  from  whom  the  Socialist 
Government  had  stolen  it. 

Peasant  proprietors,  as  a  rule,  cannot  affi^rd  to 
manure  sufficiently.  If  as  much  manure  is  not 
returned  to  the  soil  as  would  be  produced  by  animals 
eating  all  the  crops  grown  on  it,  the  soil  must  be 
robbed  and  must  deteriorate.  Good  farmers  in 
I'jngland,  witli   capital,  do  return  as  much.     Peasant 
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]')roprietors   do  not.     So  they  cannot   compete   with 
foreign  farmers  who  work  virgin  soil. 

IMr.  J.  Bright,  who  to  the  last  refused  to  allow 
tliat  free  trade  or  foreign  competition  has  had  any- 
thing to  do  with  the  depression  in  agriculture,  said 
that  the  weather  was  solely  to  blame.  But  when 
was  the  English  climate  a  dry  one  1  "  Cussin'  de 
wedder,"  says  an  American  negro  proverb,  "  is  mighty 
poor  farmin'."  The  chief  cause  of  the  depression  is, 
of  course,  foreign  competition  of  virgin  soil  that  will 
for  many  years  grow  crops  without  manure,  though 
tliere  are  others,  such  as  unjust  taxation,  etc. 


THE  DEPRESSION  IN  AGRICULTURE   WILL 
PROBABLY   PASS   AWAY. 

Destructive  Radicalism  has  ruined  nations,  as 
history  shows  us.  So  this  may  be  the  fate  of 
England.  But  this  fate  apart,  English  agriculture 
will  doubtless  revive.  In  1822  agricultural  de- 
pression, and  talk  about  it,  was  exactly  what  it  has 
been  lately,  and  is  now.  At  the  former  time  it 
meant  partly  the  reaction  after  war  prices.  Latterly 
it  has  meant  foreign  competition.  At  both  times  the 
extravagant  and  bad  farmers  were  ruined.  In  1822 
two-thirds  of  the  farmers  in  'England  were  asserted 
to  be  insolvent.  In  one  parish  3,000  acres  were 
thrown  out  of  cultivation.  "  I  shall  see,"  said 
Cobbett,  "  the  scarlet  coats  stripped  from  the  backs 
of  the  farmers,  the   polished  boots  stripped  off  their 
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legs,  and  the  pianofortes  kicked  out  of  the  houses." 
It  is  au  okl  commonplace  that  history  repeats  itself. 

As  a  set  off  against  foreign  importation,  farmers  of 
the  present  day  know  more  about  the  science  of 
farming  than  did  those  of  seventy  years  ago  ;  arti- 
ficial manures  are  more  easily  obtained  ;  machinery 
is  better  and  therefore  less  labour  is  required  ;  virgin 
soil  abroad  Avill  cease  to  .be  virgin  soil ;  and  the 
foreign  populations  will  increase,  till  they  will  want 
all  their  own  corn.  Thus  the  revival  of  agricultural 
prosperity  is,  witli  time,  a  strong  probability  if  the 
necessary  conditions  are  observed.  These  are :  (1) 
The  encouragement  of  capital  on  the  land — capital  of 
all  kinds  ;  of  small  capitalists,  and  great  capitalists, 
of  landowners  and  land  hirers — encouragement,  that 
is,  by  rendering  all  the  capital  safe  and  free  from  un- 
just taxation.  (2)  The  frustration  of  the  "  knavish 
tricks "  of  the  predatory  and  destructive  class  of 
politicians.  iV'ow,  one  way  to  accomplish  these  ends 
is  for  you  agricultural  labourers,  at  all  future 
elections,  to  vote  steadily,  perseveringly,  and 
unanimously  against  the  lladical  and  Socialist 
candidates. 

A  man  who  has  an  allotment  of  only  two  or  three 
acres  is  a  capitalist  in  his  degree,  and  therefore  it  is 
his  interest  to  keep  out  of  power  the  predatory  and 
destructive  class  of  politicians.  If  a  man  owns  only 
one  pig  he  is  a  capitalist  to  the  amount  of  its 
value. 
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COMPULSORY  PURCHASE  OF  LAND  FOR 
ALLOTMENTS. 

The  Socialist-Radical's  favourite  word  is  "  Com- 
pulsion. "  But  do  you  know  what  the  word  means  ? 
It  means  the  absence  of  liberty,  and  that  means 
slavery — slavery  on  one  side  and  despotism  on  the 
other.  Despotism  taking  new  forms  does  not  make 
the  slavery  less.  Despotism  is  despotism,  slavery  is 
slavery.  Negroes  in  Africa  wish  to  be  despotically 
ruled,  so  they  elect  a  despot  to  rule  them  and  make- 
slaves  of  them.  Li  these  days,  in  England,  the 
Socialists  and  Radicals  aim  to  get  their  despotism, 
and  thence  slavery,  in  somewhat  different  ways,  but 
the  end  is  the  same. 

Do  you  know  how  the  slaves  or  serfs  of  old 
Socialistic  times  were  treated  in  England  by  the 
governing  powers  of  the  day  1  I  will  tell  you.  No 
farmer  could  plough  his  land  as  he  liked.  The 
despotic  governing  power  compelled  him  to  plough 
in  a  particular  way,  according  to  the  fancy  of  the 
despotic  power,  and  punished  him  if  he  used  two 
horses  when  ordered  to  use  only  one.  Again,  no 
one  could  marry  without  permission  to  do  so  from 
the  despotic  power  over  him.  Something  like  com- 
pulsory and  meddling  government  this.  Those  of 
you  who  wish  to  go  back  in  the  direction  of  these 
slavish  customs  had  better  vote  for  the  Radical 
candidate. 
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One  form  the  slavery-loving  ideas  of  the  day  is 
taking  is,  compulsory  purchase  of  land.  What  does 
this  mean  I 

A  man  of  industry  and  economy  has  saved  £50, 
and  Ijought  with  it  an  acre  of  land  near  a  village. 
This  acre  a  Local  Board  compulsorily  purchases 
at  a  price  settled  by  itself,  thinking  it  will  cut 
up  into  four  allotments  for  four  of  themselves. 
Those  of  you  who  think  this  right  and  just  will, 
doubtless,   vote   for  the  Radical  candidate. 

Compulsory  purchase  is  right,  for  the  good  of  the 
whole  commumtij,  as  in  the  case  of  land  wanted 
for  a  railway,  but  even  then  an  extra  price  has 
always  been  justly  given  in  consequence  of  the 
compulsion. 

If  unjust  compulsory  purchases  are  legalized  in  the 
country,  everybody  will  be  afraid  to  buy  anything,  busi- 
ness will  be  checked,  men  will  take  their  money  to 
other  countries  where  property  is  safe,  and  the  riches 
and  prosperity  of  the  country,  together  with  safety 
from  conquest,  will  be  lessened  just  in  proportion  to 
the  loss  of  liberty  in  business.  8till,  no  doubt  the 
Radicals  will  not  care  for  these  consequences  so  long 
as  they  get  their  despotism,  with  its  necessary  com- 
panion, slavery. 

I  have  said  that  negroes  wish  to  be  despotically 
governed  by,  or,  in  other  words,  to  be  slaves  under 
their  chiefs.  This  is  because  their  characters  are  in 
the  childish  or  slavery  stage  of  development.  So  in 
England,  the  reason  the  lowest  part  of  the  popula- 
tion is  is  favour  of  Socialism,  or  being  slaves  under 
despots,  is,  tliat  their  characters  are  weak,  or  still  in 
those  slavery  stages  of  development  that  belonged  to 
times  Ijefore  the  word  liberty  had  been  invented. 
Such  are  the  low  Irish  who  live  with  their  pigs,  and 
such  are  the  remains  of  low-type  conquered  races  like 
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Finns,  Iberians,  and  inhabitants  of  the  stone  age, 
who  still  dwell  amongst  us  in  the  slums  of  our  towns, 
and  in  remote  districts,  and  on  whose  votes  the 
Socialist-Radicals  depend  for  their  political  success. 
But  you  agricultural  labourers  are  Englishmen ;  and 
Englishmen  mean,  all  the  world  over,  men  who 
love  liberty  and  independence,  and  who  hate 
slavery. 

There  is  no  difficulty  in  getting  allotments  in  these 
days,  so  why  return  to  the  compulsion  and  despotism 
of  the  dark  ages,  when  there  was  no  liberty ;  when 
there  was  no  safety  to  life  and  property,  or  security 
against  any  piece  of  property  being  taken  by  force  by 
the  governing  power,  whatever  it  was. 

Landlords  are  anxious  to  grant  allotments,  if  only 
for  their  own  interest.  Anything  that  makes  agri- 
cultural labourers  happy  and  contented,  and  keeps 
them  from  migrating  into  towns,  must  be  good  for 
landlords  and  farmers,  inasmuch  as  farming  cannot 
be  carried  on  without  labourers. 


SMALL  HOLDINGS. 


One  desire  of  all  sensible  landowners  in  England, 
just  now,  is  to  provide  a  certain  number  of  very  small 
farms  for  those  working  men  who  have  saved  enough 
money  to  take  them.  But  this,  as  I  have  said,  costs 
much  money  in  building  the  necessary  buildings. 
Now  the  town  Socialist-Radicals,  from  their  hatred 
of  the  agricultural  interest,  try  to  impoverish  land- 
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owners,  and  have  already  made  laws  that  have 
destroyed  confidence.  If  they  get  into  power,  they 
Avill  make  more  such  laws.  Thus,  landowners  are 
afraid  of  venturing  their  money  in  providing  small 
farms,  for  fear  of  this  destructive  legislation.  If 
Conservatives  get  into  power,  and  keep  there,  confi- 
dence will  be  restored,  and  then  there  will  gradually 
grow  up  in  the  country  numerous  holdings,  small 
enough  to  give  industrious  and  careful  men  an  object 
for  saving.  But  how  can  you  expect  this  if  you  vote 
for  confidence-destroying  Radicals  X 

I  know  a  landowner  who  wanted  to  spend  money 
in  making  buildings  for  small  holdings.  But  then 
came  Mr.  Gladstone's  legislation  in  Ireland,  confis- 
cating property  and  legalising  the  violation  of  honesty 
with  regard  to  contracts  and  solemn  engagements. 
At  once  his  plans  were  stopped,  confidence  in  the 
security  of  any  improvements  and  expenditure  of  the 
kind  being  destroyed.  Of  course,  this  is  only  one 
instance  out  of  innumerable  ones.  Confidence  in 
business  is  a  very  sensitive  thing ;  the  least  thing- 
makes  it  go  down  like  a  balloon.  A  balloon  is 
stationary.  A  very  small  quantity  of  gas  is  let  out, 
and  down  the  balloon  drops  twenty  yards.  A  chicken 
bone  is  thrown  out,  and  up  jumps  the  balloon  to 
where  it  was  before. 

A  country's  greatest  curse  is  the  confidence- 
destroying  Radical. 

Of  all  tender  and  delicate  plants,  confidence  in 
business  doings  is  the  most  delicate.  Here  is  an 
illustration.  A  man  with  great  inventive  genius, 
industry,  foresight,  and  organising  capacity,  made  a 
fortune  of  £200,000,  which  he  invested  in  land. 
One  day  he  attended  a  lecture  by  an  eloquent 
Socialist  and  heard  to  his  dismay  that  he  was  a 
land-grabber,    and  that  he  would  have  to  disgorge 
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■without  compensation.  Terribly  shocked,  he  at 
(Mice  sold  his  land,  invested  it  in  the  funds,  and 
went  to  another  lecture.  To  his  horror,  he  heard 
from  a  distinguished  Radical,  that  all  national  debts 
are  to  be  repudiated.  Upon  this  our  friend  sold 
out,  and  lent  his  £200,000  on  mortgage.  Being 
fond  of  eloquence,  he  went  again  to  hear  his  rogue 
of  a  Kadical  lecturer.  But  now  he  found  that  all 
debts  are  to  be  repudiated.  Again  he  got  his  money, 
invested  it  in  a  cotton-mill,  and  went  once  more 
to  a  lecture.  But  this  time  he  sat  under  a  different 
orator,  and  was  told  that  he  was  a  grasping, 
tyrannical  capitalist,  grinding  the  poor,  and  taking 
to  himself  by  means  of  mere  brain-force  the  wealth 
tliat  ought  in  justice  to  belong  to  muscle-force. 
This  was  the  last  straw.  He  sold  his  mill,  and 
went  Avith  all  his  monev,  his  wife  and  familv,  to 
California.  The  income  from  £200,000  is  £8,000 
a-year.  The  whole  of  all  incomes,  as  w^ell  as  the 
capital,  goes  directly  or  indirectly  into  the  pockets 
of  working  men  of  one  kind  or  another.  Thus,  by 
our  friend  taking  himself  off  to  California,  England 
lost  a  man  of  exceptional  brains,  and  English  work- 
ing men  lost  for  ever  £8,000  a-year,  besides  the 
capital,  of  which  it  was  the  interest.  But  the 
children  of  men  with  good  brains  have  usually  good 
brains  also,  so  these  were  lost  to  England  too.  A 
nation's  most  valuable  possessions  are  great  moral 
and  religious  energies.  Next  come  great  intellectual 
energies,  and  next  the  wealth  that,  in  fact,  comes 
from  these  energies.  Socialist-Eadicalism  drives  all 
tliese  things  abroad 

Whenever  in  a  country  property  becomes  attacked 
and  rendered  unsafe  by  confiscation  without  full 
compensation,  or  by  legalising  the  violation  of  con- 
tracts,  promises,  and   solemn    engagements,    or    by 
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unjust  taxation,  or  by  threats  on  the  part  of  in- 
fluential men  to  agitate  for  such  things,  at  once  the 
confidence-barometer  falls,  enterprise  is  checked, 
energy  relaxes,  trade  slackens,  and  capital  becomes 
invested  in  safer  countries.  Hitherto,  England  has, 
all  the  world  over,  been  considered  safest,  and  there- 
fore capital  has  flowed  in  rivers  into  England.  How 
about  the  future,  if  the  Radical  party  get  their  way 
and  destroy  all  confidence  in  business,  by  destroying 
safety  to  property  \  How  about  the  future,  if  you 
allow  yourselves  to  be  bamboozled  by  the  Radicals 
into  voting  for  them  X 

Another  illustration  of  what  happens  when 
security,  and  thence  confidence,  are  destroyed.  In 
Ireland  a  State  Loan  Fund  was  opened  for  agri- 
cultural improvements.  Large  sums  were  thus 
borrowed  and  laid  out  for  many  years.  Then  came 
Mr.  Gladstone's  disastrous,  or  what  Lord  Salisbury 
called,  insane  land  legislation,  whereby  all  security 
for  improvements  was  destroyed,  and  this  rising 
spirit  of  enterprise  was,  as  a  good  writer  says, 
"  smitten  with  paralysis."  Applications  for  loans 
fell  off  from  £1,357,000  to  £48,000. 

Another  illustration. 

Nothing  is  more  wanted  in  London  than  good  and 
healthy  houses  for  the  poorest  classes  of  people. 
The  London  landlords  and  capitalists  were  only  too 
anxious  to  build  such  houses.  ,  But  then  came  the 
dishonest  schemes  of  the  Radical  section  of  the 
London  Council  to  fleece  these  capitalists,  and  at 
once  the  capital  was  diverted  into  other  directions. 
Every  threat  made  by  merely  the  most  ignorant  and 
blatant  Radical  Demagogue  has  its  influence  in 
discouraging  enterprise,  driving  capital  away,  pre- 
venting improvement  and  progress,  and  thence 
taking  wages   out   of    the  pockets  of  working  men 
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and  ruiuing  tlic  country.  Such  is  tlie  sensitiveness 
of  money  to  attacks  upon  it.  /SV(/V(//  to  jjrojjertf/  is 
absolutely  essential  to  prosperity.  Surely  you  are  a 
bit  too  sharp  to  vote  for  the  Eadical  candidates  at 
future  elections. 


PRESCRIPTION 


The  predatory  Radicals  and  Socialists  talk  of 
restitution  of  property  long  possessed.  The  Pall 
Mall  Gazette,  of  August  Gth,  1885,  said,  "  Convey 
was  Falstaff's  word  for  steal,  and  restitution  is  Henry 
George's  synonym  for  plunder.  When  the  Radical 
tells  the  country  that  he  would  restore  to  the  com- 
munity all  the  property  which,  in  his  opinion,  has  been 
wrongfully  appropriated,  he  lays  down  a  principle 
which  strikes  at  the  very  foundation,  not  only  of  all 
landed  property,  but  of  almost  all  other  kinds  of 
property.  The  predatory  Socialist  tells  us  that  he 
cannot  understand  why  a  man  should  be  able  to 
allege  a  long  enjoyment  of  the  profits  of  wrong- 
doing as  a  reason  for  immunity,  and  as  a  bar  to  all 
redress.  This  only  proves  that  the  poor  Socialist- 
Radical  is  incapable  of  understanding  the  simplest 
and  the  most  elementary  of  the  principles  on  which 
all  human  life  above  the  lowest  brute-like  savagery 
rests.  There  is  not  a  civilised  state  anywhere  which 
does  not  recognise  the  necessity  of  acting  on  the 
principle  that  prescription  is  a  good  title  to  properly, 
and  that  there  ought  to  be  a  time  of  limitation  after 
which  a  possessor,   in  whatever  way  his  possession 

L 


146  Jlints  for  FoUiical  Lcnflefs. 

may  have  originated,  must  not  be  dispossessed." 
"  ]So  man  out  of  Bedlam,"  said  Lord  Macaulay, 
"  could  ever  question  this  principle." 

Go  far  enough  back  to  predatory  barbarism  and,  of 
course,  all  property  was  what  we  call  in  these  days 
wrongfully  acquired.  Then,  according  to  Socialism, 
all  property  is  wrongfully  owned  at  the  present  time 
and,  therefore,  should  be  confiscated  or  stolen. 


HOUSSEAUISM. 


The  Socialist-Radical  talks  of  restitution  of  all 
land  to  its  original  owners,  that  is,  to  everybody  in 
general  and  nobody  in  particular,  and  that  it  ought 
to  be  in  common,  because  it  once  was.  Then  women 
ought  to  be  in  common,  because  they  once  were. 
But  it  is  no  use  for  a  wise  man  to  argue  with  such 
persons,  inasmuch  as  their  fundamental  conceptions 
of  right  and  wrong  are  opposed.  Socialists  are 
Rousseauites,  who  believe  in  "  the  noble  savage." 
They  say,  "  This  thing  should  be,  hecavse  it  once 
was  amongst  savages."  But  educated  and  wise 
persons  have  long  renounced  Rousseauism,  In 
fact,  they  know  that  "wrong"  means  practically 
that  which  Rousseau's  nohle  savage  does ;  whilst 
"right"  means  that  which  the  opposite  kind  of 
people  do.  They  know  that  appealing  to  the 
natural  state  of  things  amongst  brute-like  savages 
and  barbarous  people  as  the  test  of  what  ought  to  be, 
is  turning  right  and  wrong  topsy-turvy.  When  a 
Radical    tells    his    audience    that     Socialism     and 
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Communism  were  the  natural  state  of  man  when  he 
was  still  in  savage,  barbarous  and  semi-barbarous 
stages  of  development,  he  tells  them  the  truth.  But 
when  he  tells  them  that  the  customs  of  savages,  being 
the  customs  natural  to  man — that  is  land  in  common, 
females  in  common,  equality,  lawlessness,  tilth,  and 
the  absence  of  all  ideas  of  property,  law,  order  and 
honesty — when  he  tells  his  audience  that  this  natiu-al 
state  of  things  is  right  because  it  is  the  original  state, 
he  tells  them  what  certainly  cannot  be  disproved, 
because  we  then  come  to  disputed  questions  of  the 
meaning  of  the  word  "  right ;  "  the  savage  saying  one 
thing  is  right,  the  civilized  Christian  the  opposite 
thing.     Still  he  puts  himself  out  of  civilized  society. 

The  Socialist-Radicals  say  of  some  savage  or 
barbarous  custom,  such  as  land  or  women  being  in 
common,  "This  thing  is  right  because  it  was  the 
custom  amongst  the  earliest  savages,  before  men  were 
developed  much  above  brute  life."  The  wise  man, 
on  the  contrary,  would  say,  "  This  thing  is  right, 
because  it  is  the  custom  amongst  people  highly 
developed  above  savage  life."  Then  what  can  the  use 
of  discussion  be,  between  the  Socialist-Radical  and 
the  wise  and  honest  man  \ 


SOMETHING  ABOUT  FREE  TRADE. 

I  will  not  say  much  about  Free  Trade,  for  it  is  a 
complicated  question  that  would  require  a  volume. 
But  I  will  give  one  or  two  instances  of  confusion  of 
mind  about  it. 

L— 2 
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The  Socialist-Radical  of  the  day  says  Free  Trade  is 
right.  Now  the  first  principle  of  Radicalism  and 
Socialism  is  that  right  in  politics  means  the  opinion 
of  majorities  (vox  populi)  and  that  wrong  means  the 
opinion  of  minorities.  But  the  majority  of  mankind 
in  the  world  say  that  Free  Trade  is  wrong.  Thus  we 
come  to  two  remarkable  conclusions  of  the  Radicals, 
(1)  That  Free  Trade  is  right.  (2)  That  Free  Trade 
is  wrong. 

Here  is  another  instance  of  confusion  of  mind.  The 
Radical  tells  the  wage-earner  that  Statesmen  should 
aim  at  working  men  getting  good  wages  in  England. 
Again,  he  says  that  Statesmen  should  bring  about 
Free  Trade  between  nations.  But  Free  Trade 
between  nations  lowers  wages  in  England.  Thus  we 
come  to  the  remarkable  statements  that  politicians 
should  aim  (1)  at  increasing  wages  in  England;  (2) 
at  lowering  wages  in  England. 

It  is  true  that  Mr.  Giffen,  whilst  allowing  that 
hitherto  the  cheap  labour  of  foreigners  has  lowered 
EngUsh  wages,  says  that  in  future  foreign  wages  will 
rise  to  English  wages.     How  is  this  I 

We  will  suppose  two  islands,  one  in  a  temperate 
and  somewhat  northern  climate,  the  other  in  a  warm 
one.  The  northern  island  is  peopled  by  men  of  a 
race  superior  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  southern 
island.  In  fact,  the  northerner  requires  education, 
clothes,  boots,  decent  dwellings,  meat,  and  coals. 
The  inhabitant  of  the  southern  island  requires  none 
of  these  things,  and  yet  he  is  not  lazy,  like  many 
savages,  but  industrious,  like  Chinamen.  The  only 
business  of  these  two  islands  is  to  weave  cotton  goods 
to  supply  the  world  with.  Now,  Mr.  Giffen  holds 
that  the  wages  in  the  southern  island  will  rise  to 
those  in  the  northern  island.  The  truth,  on  the  con- 
trary, is,  that  instead  of  this,  the  wages  in  the  north- 
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crn  island  will  fall  more  and  more  as  inter-communi- 
cation between  countries  becomes  easier  and  more 
rapid,  as  it  is  doing,  and  will  doubtless  do,  without 
known  limit.  Indeed,  high  wages  in  the  northern 
island  would  never  raise  the  wages  in  the  southern 
island,  where  the  inhabitants  do  not  want  education, 
nor  decent  houses,  nor  sanitary  arrangements,  nor 
]daces  of  worsliip,  nor  meat,  nor  boots,  nor  trousers, 
nor,  in  fact,  any  clothing  at  all  to  speak  of.  On  the 
other  hand,  tlie  low  wages  of  the  southern  island 
will,  and  must,  lower  the  wages  in  the  northern 
island.  I  am  giving  no  opinion  about  Free  Trade 
being  right  or  wrong,  but  only  an  instance  of  the 
stupidity  or  confusion  of  mind  that  we  generally  find 
in  people  whose  education  has  been  defective,  and 
always  find  in  people  with  a  bias,  whether  from  class 
antipathy  or  otlier  cause. 

Science  does  away  with  time  and  space.  Steam 
and  telegraphs  bring  distant  countries  near.  Thus, 
when  there  is  Free  Trade,  a  half-naked  and  half-bar- 
barous person  with  no  wants,  two  thousand  miles  off, 
competes  with  you,  and  lowers  your  wages.  You  are 
not  barbarous  persons,  so  you  cannot  compete  with 
him. 

More  confusion  in  the  matter  of  Free  Trade. 

Mr.  Gladstone's  Ministry  said  that  Protection  is  bad 
for  all  countries,  under  all  circumstances.  They  also 
said  that  Iveciprocity  is  only  another  name  for  Protec- 
tion. Then  they  forthwith  brought  about  a  recipro- 
city treaty  with  France,  saying  that  it  will  be  good  for 
tlie  country. 

More  confusion. 

Free  Traders  say  that  perfect  Free  Trade  is  best 
for  all  countries,  and  that  every  case  of  putting  a 
duty  on  anything  whatever,  causes  loss  to  the  country 
in  ])ro])orti()n  to  the  degree   of  duty.     Then  they  go 
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and  put  great  duties  upon  tobacco,  etc.  That 
is,  they  do  what  they  are  unceasingly  saying  is  in- 
jurious to  a  nation. 

"  England,"  says  Gold  win  Smith,  "  wliile  she 
preaches  Free  Trade  to  all  the  world,  is  not  a  Free 
Trade  nation.  She  raises  twenty  millions  a  year  by 
customs'  duties,  \vliich  are  interferences  witli  freedom 
of  trade,  and  whicli  are  discriminative  in  favour  of 
goods  that  are  not  taxed." 

More  confusion. 

Radical-  Free  Traders  say  tliat  all  Free  Trade  is 
right.  Then  Free  Trade  in  labour  is  right.  But 
Radical  Trade  Unionism  is  founded  on  the  doctrine 
that  Free  Trade  in  labour  is  wrong,  even  amongst 
Englishmen  ;  and  if  an  English  manufacturer  got  an 
army  of  cheap  Chinese  labourers  over,  tlie  British 
Radical  Free  Trade  workmen  would  break  the  heads 
of  every  one  of  them.  Then  Free  Trade  is  not  right. 
Now,  which  do  they  mean  X  Possibly,  in  despair  of 
something  better  to  say,  they  would  tell  a  lie,  and  say 
that  they  object  to  Chinese  coming,  because  it  would 
end  in  their  intermarrying  and  thence  deteriorating 
the  English  race.  In  fact  it  would  be  unpatriotic 
to  allow  it.  Yes  ;  but  Free  Trade  Cosmopolitan- 
Radicalism  is  founded  on  tlie  doctrine  that  patriotism 
is  old-fashioned  nonsense,  that  race  distinctions  are 
folly,  and  that  all  men  are  equal,  and  ought  to  be 
looked  upon  as  equal.  Thus,  if  the  Free  Trader  says 
this,  it  only  means  that  he  is  getting  more  and  more 
confused. 

More  confusion. 

If  a  Chinaman  were  to  come  to  England  with  his 
cheap  labour,  our  Free  Trade  working  man  would  at 
once  become  a  strong  Protectionist  of  British  labour, 
and,  as  I  say,  break  the  Chinaman's  head,  to  prevent 
competition  lowering  his  own  wages.  But  Free  Trade 
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-and  clieaj)  water  carriage  make,  as  1  say,  tlie  compe- 
tition much  the  same,  whether  a  cheaj)  Labourer  is  iu 
England  or  abroad.  Nevertheless,  when  the  China- 
man, to  save  his  head,  goes  abroad  again,  the  English 
Eree  Trade  working  man  at  once  becomes  contented 
iigain.    Surely  this  must  be  confusion  of  mind. 

]More  confusion. 

The  late  Lord  Derby  was  called  a  clear-headed 
man.  In  a  speech  made  at  a  Cobden  Club  dinner, 
July,  1882,  he  said  that  the  Free  Trade  question  is 
settled  for  ever  in  England,  in  its  favour.  But  in 
another  part  of  the  same  speech,  he  said  that  it  would 
be  inexpedient  to  act  strictly  in  accordance  with  Free 
Trade  doctrines  ;  we  should  only  practice  them  so  far 
as  it  seems  expedient  to  do  so.  Then  the  question 
is  uot  settled  in  favour  of  Free  Trade,  but  only  in 
favour  of  more  or  less  Free  Trade  according  to 
circumstances.  But  this  is  exactly  what  the  Protec- 
tionist says. 

jNIore  confusion. 

Some  political  manufacturing  Free  Traders  say 
that  Free  Trade  is  best  for  manufacturers,  as  for  every- 
body else,  and  yet  they  have  transferred  their  own 
manufacturing  works  from  England  to  a  Protectionist 
country. 

Then  Free  Trade  is  nut  best  for  manufacturers. 
Wlien  a  man  says  in  words  that  a  thing  is  most  ad- 
vantageous, and  then  does  the  opposite,  it  means 
that  tlie  deeds  tell  the  truth,  and  the  words — 
don't. 

More  confusi(m. 

One  of  the  favourite  maxims  of  Free  Trade  is, 
that  every  country  should  produce  those  things  for 
wliich  it  is  most  suited  by  Nature.  Ireland  is  a 
country  with  a  moist,  mild  climate,  and  covered  a 
great  part  of  tlie  year  with  clouds  and  mists  from  the 
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Atlantic.  This  renders  it  little  fit  for  growing  corn. 
But  these  same  peculiarities  of  climate  are  favour- 
able to  pasturage,  and  are  the  causes  of  the  rich 
verdure  which  has  given  the  country  the  name  of 
"  The  Emerald  Isle."  "  To  be  an  immense  pasture 
is,"  says  M.  de  Lavergne,  the  excellent  French  writer, 
"  tlie  natural  destination  of  Ireland,  and  the  best 
mode  of  turning  it  to  account." 

"  Ireland,"  says  Goldwin  Smith,  "  should  be  all  gra- 
zing and  dairy  farms,  to  supply  the  manufacturing 
population  of  England." 

Now,  the  great  effort  of  Radicals  is  to  destroy,  cut 
up,  and  have  ploughed  out  and  turned  into  little 
arable  holdings,  the  grass  lands  in  Ireland.  Thus  we 
see  that  our  Free  Trade  Radicals  assert,  (1)  That 
Ireland  should  be  a  country  of  pasturage  because  it 
is  most  suited  for  that  by  Nature.  (2)  That  all  pas- 
turage in  Ireland  should  be  turned  into  small  arable 
holdings. 

More  confusion. 

The  Radicals  say  that  Free  Trade  is  right,  and  they 
laugh  at  the  Protecting  systems,  in  old  half-barbarous 
times,  of  governments  settling  the  prices  of  goods, 
as  well  as  the  attempts  that  have  been  made  at  fixing 
prices  and  rates  of  interest  to  be  paid  for  borrowed 
money  and  for  hired  property  ;  ra:d  now  the  Radicals 
ad^  ocate,  and  have  actually  carried  out  in  Ireland,  a 
Protectionist  system  for  the  advantage  of  some  classes 
at  the  expense  of  others,  fixing  the  rate  of  interest 
at  wliicli  land  is  to  be  borrowed,  and  thus  destroying 
Free  Trade  in  business. 

What  does  this  come  from  ;  puzzle-headedness  or 
something  worse  "? 

More  confusion. 

Imposing  a  duty  on  necessary  food  is,  says  the 
Radical    Free   Trader,   cruel  and  wrong.       But    the 
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British  Radical  Government  pnt,  in  India,  a  duty  on 
salt,  whicli  is  a  necessary  food  in  that  country. 

Thus  it  appears,  (1)  That  imposing  a  duty  on 
necessary  food  is  wrong.  {'!)  That  im})osing  a  duty 
on  necessary  food  is  riglit. 

Now,  what  do  these  people  mean  ?  Perhaps  they 
only  mean  that  India  is  a  long  way  off,  and  that 
cruelty  so  far  off  does  not  matter,  inasmuch  as  the 
inhabitants  have  no  votes  at  English  elections. 
But  if  this  is  what  they  mean,  why  do  they  not 
say  so  X 

More  confusion. 

Mr.  Bright  said  that  Free  Trade  must  be  right 
because  trade  flourished  so  much  in  England  for 
several  years  after  Free  Trade  was  established.  Of 
course  it  did,  for  foreign  countries  had  not  then 
learned  how  to  manufacture,  so  we  had  it  all  our 
own  way.  We  had  the  start.  A  few  years  ago,  Mr, 
Jones,  a  farmer,  made  a  large  yearly  income  by 
growing  chicory.  80  all  the  farmers  in  the  country 
took  to  grooving  it.  Then  the  market  being  over- 
stocked, Mr.  Jones's  large  income  came  to  an  end. 
And  it  came  to  an  end  because  other  people  had 
learned  to  grow  chicory  too,  and  for  no  other 
reason. 

More  confusion. 

Free  Traders  argue  that  Free  Trade  is  right 
because  trade  has  advanced  under  it.  But  the  real 
question  is,  whether  trade  would  not  have  advanced 
quicker  under  Protection.  Mr,  Gladstone  made  a 
speech,  at  Leeds,  in  favour  of  Free  Trade,  the  chief 
argument  of  which  was,  that  our  exports  now  ex- 
ceed what  they  were  in  1840.  Therefore,  Free 
Trade  is  the  right  thing.  He  said  nothing  about  the 
still  greater  degree  Trade  in  protected  countries,  like 
America,   had   increased  since  1840.     Mr.  Gladstone 
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is  like  the  farmer  who  boasted  tliat  his  ])ig  fed  on 
raw  potatoes  weighed  more  than  it  did  when  it  was 
six  months  younger.  In  fact,  in  was  ten  stone.  There- 
fore, nothing  was  so  good  for  pigs  as  raw  potatoes. 
He  forgot  to  mention  tliat  liis  neighbour's  barley-fed 
pig  of  the  same  age  weighed  twenty  stone. 

I  am  afraid,  too,  we  must  also  liken  poor  J.  Bright 
to  this  same  confused  farmer,  when  he  said  that  Free 
Trade  is  right  because  in  Free  Trade  England  wages 
liavc  risen,  seeming  to  tliink  this  an  argument,  al- 
tliough  in  Protectionist  America  Avages  during  the 
same  time  have  risen  more. 

More  confusion. 

Radicals  say  that  Free  Trade  is  right  and  tliat 
all  Protection  is  wrong.  But  they  also  say  tliat 
ca])italists  should  alone  be  taxed,  thus  protecting  all 
the  other  classes.  Then  all  Protection  is  not  wrong. 
Now,  which  do  they  mean  ? 

Thus  we  see  that,  whetlier  Free  Trade  is  the 
right  thing  or  the  wrong  thing,  the  ideas  of  Free 
Traders  are  nothing  but  illogicality,  confusion  and 
stupidity. 

Free  Traders  try  to  settle  the  question  by  logic  and 
reasoning,  but  the  logicians  disagree  amongst  them- 
selves. "The  only  mode,"  says  the  logician  Mill, 
"  in  which  a  country  can  save  itself  from  being  a 
loser  by  the  duties  imposed  by  other  countries  on  its 
commodities  is  to  impose  corresponding  duties  on 
theirs."  Again  he  says,  "  It  may  be  laid  down  as  a 
principle  that  a  tax  on  commodities,  when  it  o]')erates 
as  a  tax  and  not  as  a  prohibition,  falls  in  part  upon 
foreigners." 

J.  S.  Mill  seems  to  have  been  what  in  these  days 
is  called  a  "  Fair  Trader."  Still,  sometimes  he  seems 
a  Free  Trader.  I  suppose,  being  a  very  active- 
minded   man,  with   many  ideas,  he  got  confused.     A 
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pig  is  never  confused,  for  he  has  on]y  two  ideas — 
boiled  potatoes  and  barley  meah 

Enghmd  says  that  Free  Trade  is  right.  The  rest 
of  the  world  says  that  Protection  is  right.  Carlyle 
tells  us  of  a  man  who  stood  on  his  head  in  public 
and  then  declared  that  everybody  was  topsy-turvy. 
I  wonder  wliether  England  is  standing  on  lier  liead. 
*'  He  that  is  giddy,"  says  Shakespeare,  *'  says  tlic 
world  turns  round." 

AYe  all  must  admire  tlie  Avay  Free  Trade  arose  in 
England.     It  was  done  after  tliis  wise. 

There  were  certain  ricli  men,  makers  of  woollen, 
iron,  and  cotton  goods.  These  men  said  within 
themselves,  "  We  be  ricli,  but  we  would  fain  be  more 
rich.  What  shall  we  do  that  we  may  become  so  ?  " 
And  they  put  their  lieads  together.  Then  arose  one 
among  them  whose  words  flowed  like  the  waters  of 
a  running  river,  and  said,  "  Friends,  listen  to  the 
words  of  my  mouth.  Behold,  we  employ  mucli 
people,  wliose  hunger,  like  the  hunger  of  the 
voracious  cormorant,  eateth  up  our  profits,  (to, 
therefore,  to  the  working  man,  and  say  unto  him, 
*  If  the  bread  that  is  eaten  by  thyself  and  thy  little 
ones  were  cheaper  than  it  is,  the  loaves  would  be 
bigger  loaves  than  they  are,  and  it  would  be  \\q\\. 
with  thee  and  with  them.'  Then  there  will  arise  a 
great  cry  over  all  the  land  for  bigger  loaves;  and  when 
the  bread  is  made  cheaper  we  will  pay  lower  wages, 
so  that  lie  which  hath  200  workmen  will  gain  £G00 
oach  year  above  that  wdiich  he  now^  getteth,  whilst  he 
which  employeth  400  men  will  gain  £1,200."  And 
they  did  so. 

Now,  in  its  way,  this  bit  of  sharp  practice  was 
much  to  be  admired.  Even  the  Great  Teacher,  by 
parables,  Himself  said,  "  And  the  Ltu'd  commended 
the  unjust  steward  because  he  had  done  wisely ;  for 
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the  children  of  this  workl  are  "vviser  in  their  genera- 
tion than  the  chikh'en  of  liglit."  Of  course,  it  was 
not  the  roguery  that  He  commended,  but  the  sharp- 
witted  activity  of  mind  displayed.  Now  so  far  as 
cunning  does  show  activity  it  is  commendable.  This 
is  the  moral  of  the  celebrated  German  story  of 
"  Heynard  the  Fox."  The  story  is  the  glorification 
of  sharp-witted  and  successful  cunuiug.  And,  un- 
doubtedly, it  would  not  be  amiss  if  the  children  of 
light,  that  is,  honest  and  righteous  men,  were  always 
as  sharp-witted  and  active-minded  as  "  the  children 
of  this  world,"  as  rogues  are  called  in  the  parable, 
often  show  themselves  to  be. 

Mr.  Ilyndman  says,  "  If  Protection  can  keep  up 
the  wages  of  Avorking  men  above  the  wages  they 
will  obtain  under  Free  Trade,  then  Protection  is  un- 
questionably the  best  policy  for  the  mass  of  the 
community." 

Dogmatic  free  traders  assert  that  Free  Trade  is 
right  under  all  conceivable  circumstances. 

A  vast  number  of  years  ago,  there  was,  in  the 
East,  a  thriving  country  called  Cobdenistan.  It  had 
only  two  industries,  iron  and  agriculture.  The  iron 
was  kept  out  of  all  other  countries  by  prohibitive 
duties,  but  it  had  an  enormous  sale  at  home  amongst 
the  agricultural  population.  At  last  there  came  a 
time  when,  from  facilities  of  transport,  the  iron- 
manuf\icturing  population  could  buy  all  kinds  of  food 
slightly  cheaper  from  abroad  than  from  their  own 
countrymen.  It  was  proposed  to  put  a  small  duty  on 
foreign  food,  so  that  the  agriculturists  might  hold 
their  own.  But  the  iron  manufacturing  population 
were  narrow-minded  people,  and,  therefore,  being 
jealous  of  and  hating  the  richer  part  of  the  agricul- 
turists, they  opposed  the  proposition,  saying  that  the 
richer  landowners  and  farmers  alone  would  profit   by 
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the  tax,  and  the  poorer  farmers  and  labourers  be  none 
the  better.  Tlius  nothing  was  done,  and  so  it  came 
about  that  rich  and  poor,  farmers  and  labourers,  alike 
were  ruined,  and  at^riculture  in  Cobdenistan  came  to 
an  end.  But  the  iron  trade  was  thereby  ruined  too, 
for  it  depended  on  the  agricultural  population,  there 
being  no  market  anywhere  else.  Thus,  what  had  been 
a  prosperous  and  populous  country  became  an  un- 
inhabited desert. 

It  appears,  then,  that  Free  Traders  are  wrong  when 
they  say  that  Free  Trade  is  best  for  a  country 
whatever  the  conceivable  circumstances  may  be. 

I,  myself,  have  always  had  faith  in  Free  Trade. 
But  this  faith  has  received  some  severe  shocks.  The 
first  came  from  Mr.  J.  Bright,  when  he  called  all 
protectionists,  lunatics  and  idiots.  The  American 
nation  (always  held  up  by  Mr.  Bright  as  the  model 
nation)  is  a  nation  of  protectionists.  Then  the 
American  nation  is  a  nation  of  idiots  and  lunatics  1 
As  violence  always  means  weakness,  so  to  "  call 
names "  is  proverbially  a  sign  of  a  bad  case  ;  but 
to  call  one's  dearest  friends  names  looks  very  bad 
indeed. 

The  next  shock  to  my  faith  came  from  Mr. 
Bonamy  Price,  when  he  allowed  that  Free  Trade  must 
ruin  some  businesses  ;  and  then  went  on  to  say  there 
will  always  be  something  that  each  nation  can  make 
cheaper  than  other  nations  can,  though  his  grounds 
for  this  extraordinary  statement  he  did  not  give. 
Suppose,  then,  that  after  all  her  other  industries 
have  been  ruined  by  Free  Trade,  England  should 
find  that  she  could  beat  the  world  in  making  shoes. 
In  this  case  Mr.  Price  seems  to  look  with  compla- 
cency on  England  becoming  a  nation  of  makers  of 
shoes,  but  of  nothing  else.  England  has  a  grand 
past,  but  this  would   simplify  her  future   charmingly. 
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Erig'land,  instead  of  being  a  great  nation,  wonld  be- 
come a  great  shoe-shop,  and  an  "  Englishman  "  would 
simply  mean  a  shoemaker. 

Of  course,  a  cosmopolitan  Free  Trader,  without 
patriotism,  does  not  care  what  country  is  great  or 
what  country  is  little  ;  but  a  man  without  patriotism 
is  not  a  man,  he  is  only  a  fraction  of  one,  and  a  poor 
fraction. 

Thousands  of  years  ago  Quakerabia  was  a  powerful 
manufacturing  country  in  the  East.  After  ages  of 
prosperity  a  monarch  came  to  the  throne,  who  was 
so  enlightened,  that  he  forced  the  nation  to  adopt 
Free  Trade.  Gradually  one  industry  after  another 
was  ruined  till,  at  length,  nothing  was  left  but  the 
manufacture  of  tom-toms.  But  here  they  were  with- 
out rivals.  Nowhere  could  toui-toms  be  turned  out 
so  cheap  and  good,  and  before  many  hundred  years 
were  over  they  had  a  complete  monopoly.  They 
supplied  the  whole  tom-tom  beatiug  world,  and  ac- 
quired great  riches,  which  riches,  exciting  the  cupi- 
dity of  other  nations,  were  their  ruin !  But  the 
Quakerabians  had  no  misgivings.  They  disliked  war 
from  prudential  reasons,  and  the  country  being  sur- 
rounded by  what  they  thought  impregnable  mountains 
and  impassable  rivers,  ("  silver  streaks  "  they  called 
them),  they  worked  away  at  their  tom-toms  in  peace 
and  quietness,  till  one  day  a  powerful  neighbouring 
people  having  scaled  the  impregnable  mountains  and 
swum  the  impassable  rivers,  came  and  cut  off  the  heads 
of  every  one  of  them,  according  to  the  unalterable  cus- 
tom of  those  countries  in  those  times.  Then  they 
carried  off  every  farthing  of  money  there  was  in  the 
land. 

In  fact,  the  Quakerabians  were  helpless  as  sheep, 
for,  trusting  in  their  "  silver  streak,"  they  had  no 
army.     Indeed,   fighting  was   against  their  religious 
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priiici})los,  inasmucli  as  if  tlioy  ke])t  soldiers,  tliey 
woiild  make  so  many  fewer  tom-toms,  and  tliere- 
fore  do  so  much  less  business.  Besides,  fiii'hting  was 
impossible.  Generation  after  generation  of  mere  in- 
dustrialism, and  nothing  but  industrialism,  had  ren- 
dered Quakerabians  so  effeminate,  imbecile,  and 
cowardly,  that  even  the  smallest  resistance  was  out 
of  the  question. 

My  next  shock  on  the  subject  came  from  finding 
that  the  Trade  Unionists  avIio  call  themselves  the  elite 
of  the  working-classes,  are  passionate  protectionists 
of  some  sets  of  working  men,  against,  and  at  the 
cost  of,  other  sets  of  working  men.  All  protection 
means  protection  of  some  sets  of  men,  against,  and 
at  the  cost  of,  other  sets  of  men.  Putting  a  duty  on 
British  tobacco,  means  protecting  foreign  tobacco 
growers,  against,  and  at  the  cost  of,  British  tobacco 
growers.  Americans  putting  a  duty  on  British  iron, 
means  protecting  xlmerican  iron  manufacturers, 
against,  and  at  the  cost  of,  British  iron  manufacturers. 
Thus,  as  I  say,  the  Trade  Unionists  are  passionate 
protectionists — protectionists  that  is  of  one  set  of  Eng- 
lishmen at  the  cost  of  other  sets  of  Englishmen. 
Still,  in  spite  of  Mr.  Bright,  Mr.  Bonamy  Price,  and 
the  Trade  Unionists,  I  cannot  help  still  suspecting 
that,  for  Great  Britain,  Free  Trade  and  liberty  every- 
where are  the  things  to  aim  at,  as  far  as  is  consistent 
with  collecting  the  revenues  necessary  to  the  country. 
Free  Trade  means  liberty,  and  liberty  is  the  best  of 
srood  thiniJ-s. 

Shallow  people  think  that  Free  Trade  is  merely  a 
question  of  taxing  or  not  taxing  imported  food.  But 
the  wise  know  tliat  it  is  part  of  the  great  question  of 
liberty  as  distinguished  from  the  negation  of  liberty, 
such  as  the  undue  Government  meddlings  and  com- 
pulsory aims   of  foolish    Socialism    and   Radicalism. 
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Free  Trade  has  to  do  with  all  questions  of  liberty, 
free  business,  free  contract,  free  bequest,  free  labour, 
free  struggle,  besides  having  to  do  with  peace,  war, 
taxation,  and  other  things  innumerable.  It  is  like 
gout.  "  For  a  long  time,"  says  Dr.  Ross,  "  gout  was 
considered  to  be  merely  an  affection  of  the  toe.  But 
now  it  is  known  to  be  closely  connected  with  bron- 
chitis, dyspepsia,  skin  diseases,  arterial  degenera- 
tion, and  innumerable  other  affections." 

What  I  have  said  about  Free  Trade  and  Protec- 
tion are  only  a  few  hints  on  very  complicated 
questions.  Endless  books  have  been  written  on  the 
subject,  and  nothing  is  settled,  except  that  in  practice 
Great  Britain  adopts  a  mixed  system  between  Free 
Trade  and  Protection,  and  nearly  all  the  rest  of 
the  civilised  world  adops  Protection.  Perhaps 
nothing  but  experience  will  settle  it.  This  experi- 
ence may  require  many  years,  and  involve  the  ruin 
of  a  nation  or  two.  A  nation  sinks,  but  the  world 
learns.  But,  whatever  doubts  there  may  be  in  this 
case  or  that,  one  thing  is  quite  certain.  When 
Radicals  say,  as  many  do,  that  complete  Free  Trade, 
or  no  indu'ect  taxation  even  for  revenue  purposes,  is 
best  for  all  nations  under  all  cu'cumstances,  they 
show  their  ideas  to  be  about  as  clear  as  those  of  an 
Irishman  three  parts  full  of  whiskey. 

According  to  some  people,  necessaries  only  should 
be  taxed.  But  what  are  necessaries'?  The  Pall  Mall 
Club  man  thinks  champagne  a  necessary  of  life.  The 
costermonger  thinks  his  "  baccy  "  a  necessary  of  life. 
The  truth,  is  there  are  only  two  absolute  necessaries, 
W'heat  and  clothes.  Men  can  live  in  perfect  health 
on  brown  bread,  and  men  in  a  civilised  country  can't 
go  naked.  Thus,  possibly,  everything  should  be 
taxed  for  revenue  purposes,  and  revenue  purposes 
alone,  except   wheat  and  wool.      Taxing  one  thing 
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or  one  person  more  than  another  is  injustice,  and 
every  country  suffers  for  theft  and  injustice,  exactly 
in  proportion  to  the  theft  and  injustice.  In  matters 
of  money  and  ]n-operty,  injustice  means  theft.  Taxinij; 
A  more  tlian  W  means  stealing-  money  from  A  ancl 
givin<^  it  to  B.  It  means,  besides  tlie  crime  of  theft, 
\\  ])eini)-  by  so  much  turned  into  a  pauper,  living  on 
A's  charity.  A  pauper,  you  know,  means  the  a  person 
who  derives  tlie  advantages  of  civilisation' without 
])ayiug  liis  shar{\ 

Nature's  inevitable  retribution,  that  follows  in- 
justice and  unrighteousness,  exactly  to  match,. takes 
innumerable  forms.  To  give  one  of  them.  Taxing 
a  rich  man  beyond  his  due  proportion  means  a  certain 
number  of  wage-earners  being  thrown  out  of  employ- 
ment. Plow  can  that  be  X  asks  noodle.  How  can  it 
not  be  \  asks  wise  man.  An  unrighteous  law  puts  an 
unjust  tax  on  all  rich  men,  or  wage-payers.  At  once 
so  many  fewer  carriages  are  kept  in  Great  Britain, 
and  so  many  working  men  who  turn  out  carriages 
are  thrown  out  of  work.  In  coimtry  places  so  many 
of  you  agricultural  labourers  are  thrown  out  of 
work.  The  aim  of  Radicals  is  to  depriA(^  you  of 
employment  in  this  way. 


A  WORD  TO    THE    AGRICULTURAL 

LABOURER    ABOUT    HOMi:    RULE    LOR 

IRELAND. 

Many  years  ago  there  lived,  in  the  British  Islands, 
races  of  men  such  as  Iberians   and    descendants   of 
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savages  of  the  stone  age,  who  lived  lives  little  different 
from  those  of  the  lower  animals.  These  races  were 
conquered  by  people  called  "  Celts  ;  "  and  these  Celts 
were  in  their  turn  conquered  by  the  English  race, 
as  it  is  now  called.  But  the  Celts  and  earlier  races 
were  not  destroyed  by  them,  for  the  English  are  the 
most  merciful  of  all  men  who  have  ever  lived  on 
the  earth.  History  tells  us  that  conquering  nations 
have  often  entirely  destroyed  the  poor,  weak- 
charactered  peoples  they  have  conquered.  At  the 
present  day,  the  Russians  sometimes  treat  the  people 
they  have  conquered  in  this  way ;  killing  off  man, 
woman,  and  child,  in  whole  districts,  when  they 
have  been  found  difficult  to  govern.  Indeed,  this 
takes  place,  more  or  less,  in  all  parts  of  the  world 
(outside  of  Europe)  at  the  present  time.  Formerly, 
the  Huns  laid  waste  a  great  part  of  Europe,  putting 
to  death  all  the  inhabitants. 

In  most  parts  of  North  America  the  conquering 
races  have  gradually  destroyed  and  wiped  out  the 
conquered  races. 

The  Romans  sometimes  slaughtered  their  con- 
quered enemies,  and  sometimes  spared  their  lives  ; 
but  in  this  latter  case  they  made  slaves  of  them. 
Now,  the  English  are  too  merciful  to  either  destroy 
or  make  slaves  of  the  people  they  conquer.  Of 
course,  they  are  right  to  be  merciful ;  but  they  are 
wrong  when  they  refuse  to  govern  them,  even  with  a 
strong  hand  when  it  can  be  done  in  no  other  way, 
for  then  they  condemn  them  to  lives  of  savagery — 
that  is,  to  lives  of  criminality,  theft,  murder,  idleness 
and  cruelty. 

I  repeat  that  the  patience,  long-suffering,  for- 
bearance, and  indulgence  exercised  on  the  whole 
by  the  English  people  towards  the  Irish  of  the  South 
and  West  have  been  such  as  have  never,  in  the  history 
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of  the  Avorld,  been  witnessed  on  the  part  of  a  con- 
quering to  a  con(|uered  race  of  men,  when  that  race 
lias  been  as  turbulent,  disorderly,  lawless,  and  un- 
manageable. At  the  present  day  these  poor  people 
hate  the  English,  as  low  races  always  do  hate 
superior  ones. 

"The  Irish  difficulty,''  says  Mr.  Fronde,  "has 
arisen  in  a  very  great  degree  from  our  good  nature, 
A  more  peremptory  and  less  scrupulous  people,"  he 
says,  "would  have  ended  it  long  ago." 

"  In  some  parts  of  Ireland,"  says  Mr.  Gold  win 
Smith,  "  the  people  are  actual  savages,"  and  the  strife 
ngainst  granting  all  that  such  people  demands,  he 
calls  "  a  strife  against  savagery."  Mr.  Gladstone 
strives  on  the  side  of  the  savagery  ;  that  is,  he  strives 
for  the  permanence  of  disorder,  turbulence,  and 
criminality  in  Ireland.  ^Ir.  Gladstone's  opponents 
are  striving  against  the  savagery.  You  will  have  to 
settle  which  side  you  will  vote  for. 

The  excellent  historian,  INIr.  J.  A.  Fronde,  says 
that  the  habits  of  the  savage  natives  of  New  Zealand, 
where  he  has  lately  been  travelling,  are  tlie  same  as 
the  habits  he  sees  amongst  the  South  and  West  Irish. 
They  live  in  the  same  kind  of  cabins  with  their  pigs 
and  animals,  and  whilst  the  women  do  what  work 
is  wanted,  the  men  lie  about  idling,  smoking  and 
drinking. 

There  is  no  surer  sign  of  lowness  of  race  than  that 
of  the  men,  too  idle  for  work,  making  the  women  do 
it  all.  V\\\  find  this  amongst  many  of  the  negro 
tribes  in  Africa.  Another  sure  sign  of  a  low  race  is, 
the  people  sympathising  with  criminality  against  the 
laws,  as  aboriginal  Irishmen  do. 

The  Koman  Catholic  people  of  the  South  and  "\^'est 
of  Ireland  are  the  same  as  they  always  have  been. 
The    late    years    of  disorder    prove   this.      Murder, 
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outrage,  cruelty,  theft,  auci  lawless  dishonesty  have 
reigned  just  as,  according  to  history,  they  always 
have  reigned  when  the  arm  of  the  laAv  has  been 
relaxed.  Refusing  to  pay  a  debt  that  can  be  paid  is, 
of  course,  sin  against  the  commandment,  "Thou  shaft 
not  steal,"  just  as  much  as  picking  a  pocket  or 
robbing  a  bank.  We  are  told  that  many  poor  shop- 
keepers in  Ireland  have  been  ruined  from  the  refusal 
of  the  people  to  pay  tliem  what  they  owe.  All  this 
lawlessness  was  encouraged  by  Mr.  Gladstone's 
Radical  Government. 

You  liave  no  doubt  heard  of  that  form  of  indirect 
tlieft  and  sin  against  liberty  called  "  boycotting," 
wliicli  the  Irish  practise.  Indirect  theft  is  a  worse 
crime  tlian  direct  tlieft.  Direct  theft  is  only  brutal. 
It  is  like  a  dog  stealing  another  dog's  bone.  But 
indirect  theft,  like  boycotting,  is  devilish.  It  is 
crime  carried  out  by  cold-blooded,  calculating 
malignity,  with  a  view  to  injure,  rob,  and  ruin. 
This  is  the  meaning  of  the  word  "  devilish."  One 
form  this  "  devilish  "  form  of  crime  takes  with  the 
Irish  is  destroying  men,  women,  and  children  by  the 
help  of  modern  scientific  discoveries. 

Mr.  Gladstone's  Home  Rule  Bill  is  a  bill  to  per- 
manently turn  over  the  government  of  Ireland  to 
these  lawless  people,  who  have  been,  for  a  time, 
ruling  that  country  by  boycotting  and  by  threats, 
very  often  carried  out,  to  kill,  or  torture,  or  ruin  those 
who  arc  suspected  of  being  inclined  to  obey  the  Ten 
Commandments ;  and  are  many  such.  There  are 
many  who  would  be  honest,  and  law-abiding  if 
they  dared  disobey  the  cattle-mutilating,  woman- 
torturing  savages  who  formed  the  leagues.  A  savage, 
you  know,  means  a  lawless  disorderly  man. 

Here  is  one  of  the  milder  instances — only  one  out 
of  instances  innumerable — of  the   system   of  organ- 
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iscd  theft  and  crime  that  lias  for  a  long  time  been 
going  on  in  tlie  Sontli  and  West  of  Ireland.  It  is 
contained  in  a  letter  written  by  the  victim,  a  poor 
})easant,  called  Peter  Harkin.  In  tliis  letter  he  states 
that,  by  tlie  orders  of  the  National  League,  his  live 
stock,  consisting  of  five  cows,  Avere  stolen  from  his 
iield  at  night,  and  that,  having  no  hope  of  recovering 
tliem,  he  and  Ivi.s  four  children  were  ruined — ruined, 
as  lie  expressed  it,  by  this  "  League  of  Hell."  It  is 
to  this  league  that  Mr.  Gladstone's  Home  Rule  liill 
aims  at  turning  over  Ireland.  You  will  have  to  de- 
cide, before  you  give  your  votes  at  elections,  whether 
you  think  JreLind  should  be  turned  over  to  it  or 
not.  If  Ireland  is  to  be  governed  according  to  Mr. 
( iladst(mc's  Home  Rule  Scheme,  no  power  can  save 
tliiit  country  from  returning  to  the  state  of  turbu- 
lence, disorder,  lawlessness,  j)overty,  and  recurring 
famines  that  has  always  reigned  in  Ireland  when  not 
well  goAcrned.  Thus,  to  pass  Mr.  Gladstxme's  Home 
Kule  Bill,  would  be  the  extreme  of  cruelty  to  all  the 
loyal  and  respectable  people  who  live  in  that  island, 
and  to  those  who  have  settled  there,  trusting  to  the 
laws  being  carried  out  against  the  boycotters,  thieves, 
murderers,  cattle  mutilators,  and  woman  torturers. 

One  more  hint.  The  people  of  the  South  and 
A^'^est  of  Ireland  are  Roman  Catholics,  who,  for  the 
most  ])art,  hate  Protestants  and  men  of  iMiglish 
blood. 

In  Prance,  a  short  time  ago,  (compared  with  the 
ages  men  have  lived  on  earth),  the  Roman  Catholic 
Government,  urged  by  the  priests,  killed  all  the 
Protestants  they  could  lay  hands  on.  Twenty  or 
thirty  thousand  men,  women,  and  children  were 
killed.  The  slaughter  was  called  the  "  Massacre  of 
St.  Bartholomew."  Now,  no  one  can  foretell  the 
future.     Still,  what  reason  is  there  to  believe  it  im- 
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possible  that  something  of  this  kind  might  not  take 
place  in  Ireland,  if  Mr.  Gladstone  succeeds  in  passing 
his  Bill  for  handing  over  the  government  of  that 
country  to  the  Roman  Catholic  National  League  1  If 
such  things  could  be  done  by  French  Celts,  why 
sliould  they  not  be  done  by  the  aboriginal  Irishmen 
of  the  South  if  they  had  the  power  X  They  are  far 
lower  in  type  than  the  French  Celts.  Learned  men, 
wlio  have  studied  questions  of  race,  tell  us  that  the 
Southern  and  Western  Irish  come  from  inter-marriage, 
during  the  ages,  between  Celts  and  Iberians ;  and 
they  believe  that  the  Iberians  were  originally  a  very 
low-type  African  people,  who  Avere  conquered  and 
driven  from  tlieir  own  country,  and  spread  tliemselves 
()\QY  some  of  the  Western  parts  of  Europe.  If  tliis 
is  true,  it  woidd  account  for  tlie  apparently  ineradi- 
cably  lawless,  or  savage  nature  of  the  Irish  in  some 
districts.  Races  never  seem  to  change  in  character, 
so  long  as  they  remain  isolated  and  unmixed  with 
superior  ones. 

I  repeat  that  you  wi  1  have  to  decide  whom  to  vote 
for — the  followers  of  Mr.  Gladstone,  whose  aims,  if 
carried  out,  must  bring  u})on  Ireland  ruin,  crime, 
and  povertv,  and  drive  the  wage-earner  to  si^ek  Avork 
in  England  ;  or  his  opponents  who  would  bring  back 
into  Ireland  confidence,  by  rendering  life  and  pro- 
perty safe  ;  in  other  words,  by  giving  the  Irish  liberty. 
If  theft  and  breaking  written  agreements  are  not 
])unished,  no  one  has  liberty  to  do  any  business  ;  and 
if  murder  and  outrage  are  not  punished,  no  one  has 
liberty  to  move  out  of  his  house. 

What  I  say  about  the  massacre  of  St.  Bartholomew 
will  perhaps  offend  some  Roman  Catholic  Christians. 
But  there  is  no  cause  for  offence.  It  was  not  Roman 
Catholic  C]n'isti(i)iit)j  tliat  slaughtered  the  Protestants 
in  France,  but  only  the  same  absence  of  Christianity 
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that  led  the  Protestant  Calvin  to  bring  abont  the 
burning  alive  of  a  man  he  called  a  heretic.  The 
people  in  those  days  were  still  in  a  great  degree 
])agan  and  barbarous,  or  only  partially  and  noininalh/ 
Christians,  so  tlie  J*rotestants  would  have  equally 
obeyed  their  savage  instincts  and  had  their  massacre 
of  St.  Barlholomew  if  they  had  not  been  a  small 
minority  of  the  ])opulation.  I  can  easily  conceive 
some  of  th(^  Welsh  Celtic  Nonconformist  self-called 
Christians,  witli  their  intolerant  bigotry  and  savage 
hatred  of  other  sects,  bringing  about  some  sort  of 
Massacre  of  St.  Bartholomew  if  they  had  the  ])ower. 
But  this  again  would  come  from  the  barbarism  or 
anti-Christianity  existing  in  many  men  of  the  weaker- 
charactered  races  who  live  in  our  islands,  which 
weaker  races  were  conquered  and  driven  to  barren 
parts  many  years  ago,  where  they  were  allowed  to 
remain  because  the  barren  hills  were  not  worth  taking 
from  them. 

To  call  a  malignant  hater  of  men  of  other  religions 
a  Christian,  merely  because  he  was  christened  when  a 
child,  is  ludicrous.  It  is  like  calling  a  Dutch  cart- 
horse a  race-h(n*se,  because  he  may  have  been  entered 
in  the  Derby  when  a  foal.  A  Christian,  of  course, 
means  a  man  who  at  least  Avishes  to  acquire  the 
nature  and  character  of  Christ. 


HOME  RULE    IN    IRELAND  WOULD  DRIVE 

HORDES    OF   IRISH    LABOURERS   TO 

ENGLAND. 

Mr.  Gladstone's  plan  for  Ireland  is   to  legislate  so 
as  to  drive  out  of  the  island  the  wage-paying  classes, 
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thus  leaving  nothing  but  poverty  to  the  wage-receiv- 
ing classes. 

The  Times,  of  Marcli  l^Oth,  1886,  says  of  these 
plans  :  "  We  can  see  nothing  before  Ireland  in  the 
circumstances  sup])osed,  except  steady  degradation. 
The  pauperisation  of  the  wliok^  island  would  be  only 
a  question  of  time.  ]]liile  it  went  0)i,  our  own  Jahour 
market  would  he  flooded  irith  stardng  men.'" 

'ilie  Times  was  right.  Mr.  Gladstone  has  Ix^en 
legislating  for  Ireland  all  the  latter  years  of  his 
political  life,  and  the  results  of  each  piece  of  this 
legislation  has  turned  out  exactly  opposite  to  what  he 
expected.  The  failure  is  complete,  and  the  misery 
that  he  lias  caused  is  infinite.  And  now  I  will  ask 
you  a  few  questions. 

(1)  Do  you  want  to  bring  famines,  poverty,  and 
ruin  upon  Ireland  1  If  you  do  wish  this,  vote  for 
the  Radical  followers  of  Mr.  Gladstone. 

(2)  Do  you  want  to  see  England  flooded  with 
wretched  Irishmen  of  the  lowest  kind,  swarming  over 
the  country,  working  for  any  wages  they  can  get,  and 
taking  the  bread  out  of  your  mouths  ?  If  you  do 
wish  this,  vote  for  the  Radical  followers  of  Mr.  Glad- 
stone. 

(3)  Do  you  want  to  see  all  the  English  towns  and 
villages  full  of  disorderly,  squalid  Irishmen — men 
who  live  filthy  lives  in  the  same  hovel  with  their 
pigs,  and  who,  if  their  landlord  ])uts  up  a  metal 
water-pipe,  tear  it  down  and  sell  it  to  buy  gin ;  or 
if  he  puts  a  rail  to  his  stairs,  pull  it  down  for  fire- 
wood ]  If  you  do  wish  this,  vote  for  the  Radical 
followers  of  Mr.  Gladstone. 

(4)  Do  you  want  discredit  to  be  thrown  upon  all 
the  English  working  class  by  this  invasion  amongst 
them  of  men  who,  requiring  no  decencies  of  life, 
can  afford  to  work  for  small  wages  I     If  you  do  wish 
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this,  vote    for  the    Radical  followers   of  Mr.  Glad- 
stone. 

The  Spectator  newspaper  says  that,  "  There  are  in 
all  our  large  towns,  Irish  districts,  inhabited  by 
people  whose  lives  cannot  be  distinguislied  from  the 
lives  of  savages."  If  you  wisli  this  state  of  things 
to  be  increased  a  liundredfold,  you  will,  I  have 
no  doubt,  vote  for  the  Radical  followers  of  Mr. 
Gladstone. 
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